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PREFACE.

AN apology may be due to the reading public for submit-
ting to it the pages that follow. In an address before the
Kansas State Historical Society, on retiring from the office
of president, in the winter of 1881, I said:

“The time for writing the true history of Kansas has not
yet arrived, and will not arrive till the historian shall be so
far removed from the actors and passions of the hour as to
be able to survey calmly the whole field, and to discern
clearly, not only events, but causes and effects as well.
Distance lends enchantment to a view, and clearness to the
vision of the historian. A corporal might narrate with ac-
curacy the exploits of his foraging squad, but he would be
a poor historian even of his company. The part he played
with his squad would be more important to him than all the
other exploits of the larger body, however brilliant, and, in
fact, would prevent him from seeing what his comrades were
doing. The colonel of a regiment might relate with great
fidelity the achievements of his regiment, but he in turn
would be a poor historian of the brigade. A general of
brigade or division might be well qualified to furnish facts
connected with his immediate command, but the more strictly
he attended to his own duties the less would he be compe-
tent to write the history of the army. So the General-in-chief
could tell accurately, perhaps, of the movements which he
had ordered and which had been made according to his
direction, but before a true history of the war could be writ-
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ten, the powers behind the General must be consulted. The
War Secretary, the Commander-in-chief of all the forces, the
Congress that directs the commander, the people who make
the Congress, with the influences and motives that con-
trol the people themselves—must all be taken into the ac-
count.

“The actors in any struggle are unfitted to be the histo-
rians of that struggle, and this unfitness extends to all their
sympathizers and partisans. Should an actor attempt to
write history, the attempt would necessarily result in magnify-
ing the part he had acted or witnessed, at the expense of all
others, while a sympathizer or partisan would be incapable
of treating all the actors with impartiality. The worst of
all historians is he who selects his own hero, and makes all
events revolve about him, as the planets around the sun.
Such a person may write tolerable romance or fiction founded
on fact, but history, never.”

This being my belief, I make no pretense that this book,
while it gives the conflict in Kansas from my point of view,
is a complete history of that struggle. It is written for two
reasons: The first is the importunity of persons who were
actors or sympathizers in making a free State of Kansas;
and the second, that no writer thus far has taken the view
that seems to me the true one of the movements made by
the Free-State party, and of the causes and reasons for the
same. In May, 1868, Hon. D. W. Wilder, who has always
taken a deep interest in Kansas history, wrote asking for a
paper upon this subject, saying: “ The point I aim at is to
give the man’s own version of the scenes in which he has
been actor or witness—and that is what History will go back
to when she at last takes up her impartial pen to tell this
story.”

Such, in the main, is this book. It is simply an account of
the struggle as witnessed by one of the actors. It wasintended
to give details at length and the part taken by individuals in
different movements, but it was found that to do so would
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extend the work beyond desirable limits, and much matter
of this nature has been stricken out. There are many of the
actors whose names deserve high honor, and whose deeds
would fill a volume, who have been passed by with but a
word, or perhaps not even mentioned. To have done com-
plete justice to individuals would have obscured or abbre-
viated the outlines of the general conflict which I aimed to
. give.

While the contest between the Free-State and Slave-State
men was most earnest, and casual observers would be induced
to believe most bitter, the writer of this book can truthfully
say that he never permitted his personal feelings to become
enlisted from first to last. No uncivil word or act was heard
or witnessed between myself and the most violent of the
opposite party. Our personal intercourse was at all times
most courteous. The same is true of factional differences
among Iree-State men. Not an uncivil word ever passed
between myself and Lane, Brown, or any other partisan.
The work in which all were engaged was too important for
the workers who were actuated by principle to engage in
personalities.

The conduct of the War of the Rebellion is perhaps treated
with too little respect for great names, but there is not the
least bitterness of feeling. Believing that there was the most
inexcusable, unnecessary, and wanton destruction of life and
property, I have characterized conduct as 1 think it merits,
without other feeling than that of regret and a just indigna-
tion that such outrages should be permitted by those who
had the power to prevent them.

It is very likely that the reader will find many shortcom-
ings, many important matters omitted and some things said
that might have been said better or, perhaps, should not have
been said at all; but if anything has been written that shall
aid the disinterested historian in getting at the truth of the
most important conflict of this age and country, I shall feel
abundantly rewarded for my labor.

0
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That some readers will be disturbed and displeased is also
very likely. Oliver Wendell Holmes says:

“You never need think you can turn over any old false-
hood, without a terrible squirming and scattering of the
horrid little population that dwells under it. Every real
thought on every real subject knocks the wind out of some-

body or other.”
C. ROBINSON.
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INTRODUCTION.

For years myself and others within and without the State
have been urging Governor Robinson to write what he
knows about the early history of Kansas. ‘ Perseverance
conquers all things,” and at last the history is written. And,
to my great surprise, I am complimented and honored with
an invitation to write the introduction.

Any history of Kansas without Governor Robinson as the
prominent figure would be like the “play of Hamlet with
Hamlet left out.” He has an array of facts and information
that no other man has, without which any history of Kansas
would be incomplete. I first met Governor Robinson (then
Dr. Robinson) in Boston, March g, 1855, on the eve of leav-
ing for Kansas with the Manhattan Colony, and was espe-
cially indebted to him for valuable suggestions. I was pe-
culiarly impressed with his qualifications for a great leader.
He was tall, well-proportioned, commanding in appearance,
yet winning in manner; with a clear, keen, blue eye; a
countenance that denoted culture and intellect, and a will
that few would care to run against. He would pass any-
where as a good-looking man, and in any crowd would com-
mand attention. With perfect control of himself, he could
rule in the midst of a storm. His magnetism would inspire
men to do and to dare in the cause of human Liberty, and
the establishment of the great principles of Republican gov-
ernment.

In the history of the world, Providence has raised up men
qualified for particular work. Where would British India
have been to-day without Lord Clive, though at the com-
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mencement of the great struggle he was a merchant’s clerk ?
What would the Pilgrims on Plymouth Rock have done
without the cool and brave Miles Standish? And in our |,
Revolution who could have led us to the victory except
George Washington? And still later on, who could have
conquered the Rebellion but the indomitable Grant? While
Eli Thayer, providentially the founder of the New England
Emigrant Aid Company, was flying over the North like a
flaming meteor, stirring up the people for money and recruits
in his grand crusade for the freedom of Kansas, Charles
Robinson, his trusty lieutenant, wonderfully prepared for it
by a like Providence by his California experience, was sternly
holding the helm amid the storms and breakers in Kansas.
* Without Eli Thayer the emigrants would not have come, and
without Charles Robinson it would have been in vain that
they did come! Cool, clear-headed, and brave, he could see
the end from the beginning, and the sure way to reach it.
While others were all excitement, he was perfectly self-pos-
sessed, and knew the right thing to do, and did it. To his
mind two things were perfectly clear: First, there was to be
no resistance of the United States Government. Secondly,
the territorial laws made by a bogus Legislature were to be
ignored. To carry out these principles required clear heads
and many times a passive resistance worthy of the early
martyrs. His great idea was in every case so to manage
that the Pro-Slavery men should be in the wrong and the
Free-State men in the right. The first must be the aggressor,
and the second the passive sufferer, or act only in self-de-
fense. In this way alone he could secure the united sympa-
thy and support of the North.

The New England Emigrant Aid Company, without which
Kansas could not have been saved, was composed of a
remarkable body of men. Eli Thayer says: ““ No other cor-
poration ever formed in this country can compare at all in
ability, character, influence, and wealth with the Directors of
the Emigrant Aid Company.” And through his genius, skill,
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and forethought it was created and made effectual in its great
and glorious work. In his valuable book, “The Kansas
Crusade,” published in 1889, he has written a wonderful
history of his grand and noble work which made it possible
to save Kansas from slavery by outside work. And now we
have Governor Robinson’s history, which tells how Kansas
was saved to freedom by inside work. They constitute two
of the most important histories yet written, which tell how
Kansas was made a free State. Let every Kansan read
them.

Governor Robinson has brought to the work honesty,
conscientiousness, ability, and independence. Never did Dr.
Robinson appear to greater advantage than in the Waka-
rusa war of December, 1855. Governor Shannon, inspired
by Sheriff Jones and other pro-slavery leaders, issued a proc-
lamation for volunteers to enforce the bogus laws, and in
response some 19oo Missourians assembled at Franklin to
wipe out Lawrence, the hotbed of rebellion against the
supremacy of slavery. Dr. Robinson was the diplomatist
who devised the policy adopted to thwart the enemy. Shan-
non’s good sense and legal mind enabled him, on arriving
at Lawrence, at once to grasp the situation. A treaty was
made and the tables were turned. The army of Sheriff Jones
was ordered to disperse, and a legal force found itself at
once a mob, while Robinson and his force became law-abid-
ing citizens, and were recognized by Governor Shannon to
be so. By request of the Governor, who seemed to distrust
his own power of persuasion, Dr. Robinson and General
Lane accompanied him to Franklin to explain to the Mis-
sourians the true condition of affairs. Lane first spoke, but
unfortunately provoked instead of conciliated, and the meet-
ing was on the point of breaking up in confusion when Dr.
Robinson was called out, and by an appeal to facts and their
common sense, he conquered their prejudices and the victory
was won. During this negotiation, as on other important
occasions, came in the disturbing element of John Brown
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and a few followers who were as ready to fight the United
States Government as they were the border ruffians. Brown
himself wished to go out and open the fight with the enemy,
and was only kept quiet by a threat from Robinson that he
would place him under arrest.

It was while Dr. Robinson was a prisoner under a guard
of United States soldiers at Lecompton, that General Lane
proposed to release him and the other Free-State prisoners
by force, when the General was very decidedly requested to
keep quiet. Their liberation without force soon followed.
It was while he was a prisoner that John Brown, with some
half dozen men, in the night, on Pottawatomie Creek, called
out and assassinated three men and two boys in a shocking
manner. At a mass meeting called soon after by both par-
ties, the act was denounced and disowned. Brown was
condemned even by his own son Jason, with whom I rode a
long distance on his way to California, in 1884. Neverthe-
less, that massacre was the commencement of those terrible
atrocities that followed in south-eastern Kansas, and beyond
the control of Dr. Robinson. Had his statesmanship pre-
vailed everywhere, very little bloodshed would have attended
the making of Kansas a free State. For Dr. Robinson the
border ruffians had great respect, and when at Lawrence
they had seized the polls and driven all other Free-State men
away, on his approach they cried out, “ Here comes the
Doctor; let him vote,” and the way was cleared. Even in
that terrible massacre during the Lawrence raid, and when
the Doctor slowly retired from his barn to the brow of Mt.
Oread, near where several of Quantrell’s men were on guard,
they did not molest him. There was a certain something, a
strange, commanding influence, a presence that neutralized
for the time being any power to do him harm. In all of his
Kansas experience, both when free and when for four months
a prisoner, I never heard of his receiving a personal insult.
The same was true of his California experience. He would
meet hundreds of men single-handed and prevent the de-
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struction of the squatters’ property without a blow being
struck.

While I have always looked upon Governor Robinson as
raised up and specially qualified as the man, and the only
man, within the territory to lead on to certain victory, I have
never thought him a good politician. He is too honest and
outspoken; his sentiments, whether popular or unpopular,
are never concealed. With the highest appreciation of his
services in saving Kansas, and with a personal regard that
has few equals, it has so happened, fortunately or unfortu-
nately, that ever since the war we have in most cases voted on
opposite sides, yet without disturbing our personal relations.
The world will never be quite right till we allow other people
the same freedom of thought and action that we claim for
ourselves.

Before closing I wish to quote from several contempo-
raries. G. Douglas Brewerton, correspondent V. V. Herald,
who was in Kansas in December, 1855, and January, 1856,
thus speaks of Charles Robinson: “In Kansas politics Gen-
eral Robinson was a member of the State constitutional
convention, is chairman of the Free-State executive commit-
tee, and in addition to this holds the military rank of Major-
General and Commander-in-chief of the Kansas Volunteers,
as the Free-State army of Kansas style themselves. He
may be regarded as the real head—the thinking one, we
mean—and mainspring of the Free-State party, or, to speak
more correctly, of all that party who are worth anything.
We believe him to be a keen, shrewd, far-seeing man, who
would permit nothing to stand in the way of the end which
he desired to gain. He is, moreover, cool and determined,
and appears to be endowed with immense firmness; we
should call him a conservative man now, but conservative
rather from policy than from principle. He seems to have
strong common sense, and a good ordinary brain, but no
brilliancy of talent. In fact, to sum Governor Robinson up

in a single sentence, we consider him the most dangerous
B
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enemy which the pro-slavery party have to encounter in
Kansas. In person he is tall and well-made, and more than
ordinarily handsome, gentlemanly, but by no means winning
in his manners, with one of those cold, keen blue eyes that
seem to look you through.”

S. S. Prouty sums up the character of Governor Robinson
in an address January 27, 1881, before the Kansas State
Historical Society, as follows:

“ One of the most conspicuous and influential leaders of
the Free-State party was Charles Robinson, the first Gov-
ernor of the State of Kansas. He was noted for his sterling
common sense, firmness, coolness, and courage. Though an
uncompromising anti-slavery man, there was no sentiment
or gush in his composition. He was regarded as a conserv-
ative man and too business-like and practical by the ideal-
ists. He fancied fighting as well as any other man when it
was absolutely necessary, or when it would benefit the Free-
State cause. But he did not believe in sanguinary strife
simply for the love of it, or for ends but remotely associated
with the Kansas contest. Such men as Governor Robinson
were needed to hold in check the reckless and imprudent,
to bring order out of chaos, and secure the fruits of victory.”

October 30, 1851, he married Miss Sara T. D. Lawrence,
daughter of Hon. Myron Lawrence, an eminent lawyer and
statesman of Massachusetts. Her mother was Clarissa
(Dwight) Lawrence. She was of the New England family
of Dwights, of western Massachusetts, of which President
Dwight, of Yale College, is a worthy scion. She is the
author of ““ Kansas; its Interior and Exterior Life,” a book
which in its time was a not unworthy rival of “ Uncle Tom’s
Cabin,” and did scarcely less in its sphere, to rouse the
Northern heart, in the early years of the Kansas struggle.
They have no children.

Eli Thayer, in his “ Kansas Crusade,” * speaks of his first
meeting with Charles Robinson as follows :

* ¢« Kansas Crusade,” page 33.
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“It was at one of the Chapman Hall meetings (in Boston)
that I first saw Charles Robinson (afterwards Governor of
Kansas), and engaged him to act as agent of the Emigrant
Aid Company. A wiser and more sagacious man for this
work could not have been found within the borders of the
nation. By nature and by training he was perfectly well
equipped for the arduous work before him. A true Demo-
crat and a lover of the rights of man, he had risked his life
in California while defending the poor and weak against the
cruel oppression of the rich and powerful. He was willing
at any time, if there were need, to die for his principles. In
addition to such brave devotion to his duty, he had the
clearest foresight and the coolest, calmest judgment in deter-
mining the course of action best adapted to secure the rights
of the Free-State settlers. No one in Kansas was so much
as he the man for the place and time. He was a deeper
thinker than Atchison, and triumphed over the border ruffians
and the more annoying and more dangerous self-seekers of
his own party. The man who ‘paints the lily and gilds
refined gold ’ is just the one to tell us how Charles Robinson
might have been better qualified for his Kansas work. But
his character, so clearly defined in freedom’s greatest struggle,
superior to the help or harm of criticism, reveals these salient
points of excellence—majesty of mind and humility of heart,
stern justice and tender sympathy, heroic will and sensitive
conscience, masculine strength and maidenly modesty, leonine
courage and womanly gentleness, with power to govern
based on self-restraint, and love of freedom deeper than love
of life. With such a man at the head of the Free-State
cause it is not strange that I felt no uneasiness about its
management. I never troubled him with letters of advice
about Kansas matters, which he was in a position to under-
stand so well. In the three years’ conflict very few letters
passed between us. He never knew where or when a letter
would reach me, as I was speaking all the way from the
Penobscot to the Schuylkill, and from the seaboard to'the
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lakes. It was my mission to raise men and money for the
security of freedom in the Territory, and to combine the
Northern States in this work. 1 did not doubt Robinson’s
ability or fidelity in the use of means.”

Colonel S. F. Tappan, a member of the pioneer party
from Massachusetts, in 1854 ; a Branson rescuer ; newspaper
correspondent ; Clerk of the State Legislature who was calling
the roll of the House when that body was dispersed by Col-
onel Sumner; descendant of the famous Tappan families of
New England and New York ; Colonel of the First Colorado
Regiment during the war, and member of the Indian Peace
Commission afterwards, wrote to the Denver Ziibune of
September g, 1883, a communication in which he said :

“ Having referred to the early history of Kansas, the long-
protracted struggle of its people to consecrate its soil to
freedom, efforts at last rewarded by the admission of Kansas
into the Federal Union as a free State, it seems appropriate
to make a brief reference to the man who more than any
other—in fact, more than all others—by being patient as
well as herioc— patient under the most adverse and trying
circumstances, patient when persecuted, patient when victo-
rious, patient in council, patient in battle, and more than all,
patient in prison—so shaped and directed the policy of the
Free-State men as to bring about the most desired object,
the freedom of Kansas. When the first party of emigrants
to Kansas from New England—as early as July, 1854—
reached the city of St. Louis en route, they there met one
who had preceded them to Kansas and made a selection of a
location—now Lawrence—on the Kansas River, just west
of the limits of the Shawnee reservation, about forty-five
miles west of Kansas City, as a place for this party to make
a settlement. He then returned and met them at St. Louis,
further to aid them in their purchases for their new homes.
This man had been a pioneer in a new country, one of the
earliest of those who went to California, and while there was
shot through the body while endeavoring to vindicate the
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rights of the settlers to the land, commanding and leading
them against a monster monopoly which was seeking to
obtain and control all of the public domain. After being
shot, he was placed on board a prison-ship and there retained
until the people had elected and called upon him to represent
them in the Legislature. Upon the passage of the Kansas-
Nebraska bill, he emigrated to Kansas, and ever since has
been closely and prominently connected with its interests.
Upon the commencement of hostilities between the Free-
State men and the invaders, he was called upon to take
command of the former. Had it simply been a question
between the Free-State men and the Missourians, it would
have soon been settled by a decisive action. But the ques-
tion at issue was more than this; it was not local, but
national. The Missourians were encouraged and sustained
at the outset by the entire force of the Federal Government,
by the slave power of the South, and their allies at the North.
The Federal judiciary and the Federal army were also ar-
rayed on their side and against the Free-State men. These
were potent, because on the ground and ready to be applied
in behalf of theinvader. Under these adverse circumstances
the cause of free Kansas seemed at first sight lost forever.
To fully comprehend the situation and the best means of
averting the storm required a man of the greatest patience,
judgment, coolness, and courage; one able to consolidate
and control the Free-State element in such a way as to pre-
vent a direct conflict with the Federal authority, and at the
same time to maintain a determined position of resistance to
the invader of the Territory and oppressor of the settlers;
one able to shape the policy of the people and direct it to-
ward a final victory upon the appearance of every new move-
ment of the enemy. Kansas had such a man, who proved
himself equal to every emergency. When the invader had,
by violence, obtained absolute control of the first Legislative
Assembly, and had enacted an infamous slave code for the
government of Kansas, this man then advised an open repu-
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diation of the concern and the immediate formation of a
constitution and the organization of a government under it
of the people, by the people, and for the people, which was
done. This movement proved a check upon the pro-slavery
party. Then the Administration determined to destroy this
new government, using the Federal judges and the Federal
army for the purpose. This man was indicted, arrested, and
imprisoned upon the charge of treason, held for months as
a prisoner, restrained of his liberty by a company of United
States troops. Colonel Sumner, with his regiment, dispersed
the Legislature at the point of his sword. Free-State men
were arrested, manacled, and in some instances driven for
miles across the prairie by detachments of Federal troops.
‘The army had become fully identified with the invaders and
determined upon the enslavement of Kansas. It was a crisis
in affairs. One false movement on the part of the people
would jeopardize everything. But their leader, although a
prisoner in a Federal camp, still directed affairs and con-
trolled events. When the young men, smarting under the
indignities heaped upon them—when they saw the army and
flag of their country prostituted to the service of the slave
party, imperilling the freedom of Kansas, felt impelled to rise
up in armed resistance, attack the prison camp, and release
their General, he said, ‘ No; under no circumstances do you
permit yourselves to fire upon the army or the flag of our
common country.” Like the great discoverer Columbus,
who had been arrested and put in irons by order of the
tyrannic Governor of Hispaniola, Bobadilla, and sent to
Spain, when importuned by the captain of his guard and the
master of the ship to permit them to remove the manacles
from his limbs, said, ‘ No; they were placed upon me by
order of my sovereigns, and there they must remain until
removed by their command.’ Our Kansas Columbus, in
the same spirit, replied, ‘ These bonds were placed upon me
by authority of the Government, and must remain until re-
moved by the same power,” which was done, and this man
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became the first executive of free Kansas; 1ts war Governor,
the organizer of its heroic army that went forth to maintain
the Federal Union and uphold its flag and authority against
a colossal armed rebellion, in which 3420 Kansas men laid
down their lives, that our Government might live.”

The early settlers well understood Dr. Robinson and
rallied to his support.

That he was appreciated is fully shown by his almost
unanimous election to the highest office within the gift of the
people, that of the first Governor of the State. And well
did he earn his title of ““ the War Governor of Kansas.”

Isaac T. GoopNow.
MANHATTAN, KANsas, June 1, 1891.






CHAPTER 1.

SLAVERY AND ANTI-SLAVERY.—COLONIZATION SOCIETY.—
AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY.—LIBERTY AND FREE-
SOIL PARTIES.

Ox Kansas soil was gained the first decisive victory against
the slave power of this nation. Had her pioneers failed to
make Kansas a free State, slavery to-day would have been
national and freedom sectional. From the year 1820 to
1854 the triumphal march of the slave power had been unin-
terrupted, and the time seemed at hand when the defiant
threat of a Southern planter, that he would call the roll of
his slaves under the shadow of Bunker Hill Monument,
would be fulfilled. This may seem an extravagant claim,
but it is susceptible of proof. Before this nation was born,
while the Pilgrim Fathers were fleeing from the oppression
of the Old World, and seeking liberty on the rock-bound
coast of New England, a cargo of twenty African slaves was
landed in Virginia, in the month of August, 1619. From
this seed thus planted sprung the upas tree that overshad-
owed the land. At first no Mason and Dixon’s line divided
the country, but nearly all the Colonies had more or less
slaves, not excepting New York and Massachusetts. The
slave trade, carried on in Spanish, English, and Dutch ships,
was very lucrative, and plied with energy till the question of
holding slaves became one of public consideration. Good
men from the first deplored the existence of slavery, and
hoped for its early disappearance. Among them were Wash-
ington, Jefferson, Rush, Franklin, Jay, Hamilton, Hopkins,
Wesley, Whitefield, Edwards, and others. As early as 1688

1
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the Quakers of Pennsylvania protested against the “ buying,
selling, and holding men in slavery.” In 1696 the yearly
meeting advised that ““the members should discourage the
introduction of slavery, and be careful of the moral and
intellectual training of such as they held in servitude.” In
1780 they induced the Pennsylvania Legislature to begin the
work of emancipation. Various anti-slavery societies were
organized and conventions held against slavery during the
Colonial period of the country. John Quincy Adams said,
*The Fathers believed and meant slavery to be temporary ;
emancipation was the end in view, only the time and mode
were uncertain.” In 1784 Mr. Jefferson presented to the
Continental Congress a deed of cession of-all the lands
claimed by Virginia northwest of the Ohio River. A com-
mittee, with Jefferson as chairman, was appointed, which
reported a plan for the government of the land ceded or to
be ceded. This plan contemplated its ultimate division into
seventeen States. It was therein provided that, * after the
year of the Christian era 1800, there shall be neither slavery
nor involuntary servitude in any of these States, otherwise
than in the punishment of crime, whereof the party shall
have been duly convicted.” This report covered not only
the Northwest Territory, but also Kentucky, Tennessee, Ala-
bama, and Mississippi. It was rejected for a report in July,
1787, by Nathan Dane, chairman, reporting an ordinance
for the territory of the northwest of the Ohio, in which there
should be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude. This
ordinance was passed by the Continental Congress on the
13th of July, 1787. The provision excluding slavery was
affirmed by Congress under the Constitution in 1789. Ef-
forts were made by the Territory of Indiana to suspend this
ordinance, but without avail.

Mr. Wilson in “ Rise and Fall of the Slave Power,” on
page 38, 1st vol, says:

‘“ By this legislation the character of all the territory of the United
States was then fixed. Mr. Jefferson’s proposition, made in 1784,
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would have prohibited slavery after 18co in all that territory. It has
cver been a source of profound regret to the friends of freedom that
this prohibition failed. In the light of subsequent events, however, it
is not at all clear that more would have been gained to freedom by its
adoption than was secured by Mr. Dane’s ordinance, which only applied
to the territory northwest of the Ohio River. * * * While Mr.
Jefferson’s proviso might and probably would have failed to secure to
freedom the territory south of the Ohio, it might have imperilled it in
the territory northwest of that river. Mr. Dane’s ordinance of 1787
probably won for freedom all that could have been securely held.”

This was the first and last substantial concession to free-
dom by Congress.

In March, 1820, the Missouri Compromise was adopted
admitting Missouri as a slave State and prohibiting slavery
from all territory north of thirty-six degrees and thirty min-
utes. This Compromise was a victory for slavery, and
caused great excitement in New England and the entire
North. The Legislatures of New York, New Jersey, Penn-
sylvania, Delaware, Ohio, and Indiana passed resolutions
affirming the power and duty of Congress to prohibit slavery
in the States to be carved out of Western territory. The
Legislature of Pennsylvania denounced the measure of admit-
ting Missouri as a slave-holding State as one ““to spread the
crimes and cruelties of slavery from the banks of the Missis-
sippi to the shores of the Pacific.” '

Next came the admission of Texas as a slave State, Decem-
ber 27, 1845. This was followed by the war with Mexico, re-
sulting in the acquisition of California, New Mexico,and Utah.
This triumph of the slave power served to keep alive the agi-
tation throughout the North and embitter the two sections.

In 1850 came another compromise. California had
adopted a Free-State constitution and applied for admission
into the Union. As, according to the rules of popular or
any other sovereignty, the State could not well be rejected,
a compromise was effected by which Utah and New Mexico
were made Territories with the right to become slave States,
and the Northern States became hunting-grounds for fugitive
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slaves by the enactment of the Fugitive Slave Law. Here
was another triumph for slavery which again fired the North,
resulting in the passage of personal liberty bills in several
States.

Finally came the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska bill,
which ignored the compromise line of thirty-six degrees and
thirty minutes. After giving the boundaries, these words
are used:

¢« The same is hereby erected into a temporary government by the name
of the Territory of Kansas, and when admitted as a state or states, the
said territory, or any portion of the same, shall be received into the
Union with or without slavery, as their constitution may prescribe at
the time of their admission. * * * That the constitution, and all
laws of the United States which are not locally inapplicable, shall have
the same foree and effect within the said Territory of Kansas as elsewhere
within the United States, except the eighth section of the act prepara-
tory to the admission of Missouri into the Union, approved Mareh sixth,
1820, which, being inconsistent with the principles of non-intervention
by Congress with slavery in the States and Territories, as recognized by
the legislation of 1850, commonly called the compromise measure, is
hereby deelared inoperative and void ; it being the true intent and mean-
ing of the act not to legislate slavery into any Territory or State, nor to
exclude it therefrom, but to leave the people thereof perfectly free to
form and regulate their domestic institutions in their own way, subject
only to the Constitution of the United States: provided that nothing
herein contained shall be eonstrued to revive or put in force any law or
regulation which may have existed prior to the 6th of March, 1820,
either protecting, establishing, prohibiting, or abolishing slavery.”

Here is the removal of all Congressional barriers to the
spread of slavery, not only north of thirty-six degrees and
thirty minutes, but northwest of the Ohio River; between
the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, and the great Jakes and the
Gulf of Mexico. ‘It being the true intent and meaning of
the act not to legislate slavery into any Territory or State,” etc.

This was the situation May 30, 1854. So far as Con-
gressional action could go, every foot of land in the United
States was open to slavery. Was there any agency or power
anywhere that could prevent its extension to Kansas? There
were able champions of freedom in Congress—Sumner, Sew-



SLAVERY TRIUMPHANT. 5

ard, Chase, Hale, Wilson, Giddings, and others—but their
battle had been fought and hopelessly lost. They fought
nobly and well, but their weapons were words, words, which
were impotent in a contest of votes. Henceforth they were
as powerless to resist the onward march of slavery as if they
had already been sleeping their last sleep.

Senator W. H. Seward, on May 25, 1854, said:

‘“The sun has set for the last time upon the guaranteed and certain
liberties of all unsettled and unorganized portions of the American con-
tinent that lie within the jurisdiction-of the United States. To-morrow’s
sun will rise in dim eclipse over them. How long that obscuration
shall last is known only to the power that directs and controls all human
cvents. For myself, I know only this: that no human power can pre-
vent its coming on, and that its passing off will be hastened and secured
by others than those now here, and perhaps only by those belonging to
future generations.”

Senator B. F. Wade said :

‘“ The humiliation of the North is complete and overwhelming.
* * * T know full well that no words of mine can save the country
from this impending dishonor, this meditated wrong, which is big with
danger to the good neighborhood of the different sections of the country,
if not to the stability of the Unionitself. * * * An empireis to be
transformed from freedom to slavery, and the people must not be con-
sulted on such a question, so big with weal or woe to the millions who
are to people these vast regions in all time to come.”

The New York Zribune of May 24, 18354, said:

‘“ The revolution is accomplished, and slavery is king. How long
shall this monarch reign? This is now the question for the Northern
people to answer. Their representatives have crowned the new poten-
tate, and the people alone can depose him.”

In June, 1854, it said:

‘‘ Not even by accident is any advantage left for liberty in their bill.
It is all blackness without a single gleam of light—a desert without one
spot of verdure—a crime that can show no redeeming point. * * *
A Territory which one short year ago was unanimously considered by
all, North and South, as sacredly secured by irrepealable law to FREE-
DOM FOREVER, has been foully betrayed by traitor hearts and
traitor voices, and surrendered to slavery.”
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The field of battle was thus removed from the halls of
Congress to the plains of Kansas. What other agency or
power than Congress could be invoked ?

There had been a Colonization Society that proposed to
dispose of slavery by transporting the slaves to their former
home, Africa. Appeals had been made for money to trans-
port, and for slaves to be transported, but in vain. With
all the efforts of the philanthropic, a few thousand colonists
only could be sent, and the scheme was found to be wholly
impracticable. It was repudiated in a public protest as early
as 1833 by such Englishmen as Wilberforce, Macaulay, Ste-
phen, O’Connel, and others, who declared the society to be
*“an obstacle to the destruction of slavery throughout the
world,” and pronounced its pretexts to be “ delusion and its
real effects dangerous.” John Quincy Adams said of it:
“The search of the philosopher’s stone and the casting of
nativities by the course of the stars were rational and sensible
amusements in the comparison.” Poor reliance this to pre-
vent the spread of slavery to Kansas.

There was another organization, called the American Anti-
Slavery Society, in full vigor, and also The New England
Anti-Slavery Society. The American Society was organized
in 1833, with this platform in part:

“We also maintain that there are at the present time, the
highest obligations resting upon the people of the free States
to remove slavery by moral and political action, as prescribed
in the Constitution of the United States.” The New Eng-
land Society declared that “we will not operate on the
exisiting relations of society by other than peaceful and law-
ful means, and that we will give no countenance to violence
or insurrection. That the objects of the society shall be to
endeavor, by all means sanctioned by law, humanity, and
religion, to effect the abolition of slavery in the United
States.”

These were broad and practical platforms, and had they
been adhered to, much assistance might have been rendered
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to the cause of free Kansas. Some sixteen hundred auxil-
iary societies were organized, with a membership of nearly a
quarter of a million, before the year 1840. But when, in
that year, in accordance with the principles of the original
platform, William Goodell, Alvan Stewart, Myron Holley,
James G. Birney, Joshua Leavitt, Gerrit Smith, and others
called a convention at Albany to consider the question of
nominating a candidate for President, to be voted for by the
anti-slavery men, the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society
said in an address: “ For the honor and purity of our enter-
prise, we trust that the abolitionists of the several States will
refuse to give any countenance to the proposed convention
at Albany. Let their verdict be recorded against it as un-
authorized and premature. Let the meeting be insignificant
and local, and thus rendered harmless.”

In 1843, the American Anti-Slavery Society resolved:
*“That the compact which exists between the North and the
South is a covenant with death and an agreement with hell,
involving both parties in atrocious criminalities, and that it
should be immediately annulled.”

Also, in May, 1844, the declaration was made that
*“ henceforth, until slavery be abolished, the watchword, the
rallying cry, the motto on the banner of the A. A. Society
shall be, ‘ No union with slave-holders.’”

A resolution was adopted declaring that ‘“secession from
the Government was the duty of every abolitionist, and that
to take office or to vote for another to hold office under the
Constitution violated anti-slavery principles, and made such
voter an abettor of the slave-holder in his sin.”

In the “ Writings of Garrison,” the recognized leader of
the A. A. Society, pages 118 and 119, are the following ex-
pressions :

‘“ Know that its (the Union) subversion is essential to the triumph
of justice, the deliverance of the oppressed, the vindication of the
brotherhood of the race. It was conceived in sin and brought forth in
iniquity. * * * To say that this covenant with death shall not be
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annulled—that this agreement with hell shall continue to stand—that
this refuge of lies shall not be swept away—is to hurl defiance at the
cternal throne, and to give the lie to Him who sits thereon. * * *
Accursed be the American Union, as a stupendous republican imposture.
* * % Accursed be it, for its hypocrisy, its falsehood, its impudence,
its lust, its cruelty, its oppression. * * * Accursed be it from the
foundation to the roof, and may there soon not be left one stone upon
another that shall not be thrown down.”

In Parker Pillsbury’s book, ‘“‘Acts of the Anti-Slavery
Apostles,” page 20, he quotes from Garrison’s writings as
follows: ‘“The members of this society (Non-resistance)
* agree in the opinion that no man, or body of men, however
constituted, or by whatever name called, have a right to
take the life of man as a penalty for transgression, that no
one who professes to have the Spirit of Christ can consistently
sue a man at law for redress of injuries, or thrust any evil-
doer into prison ; or hold any office in which he would come
under obligation to execute any penal enactments, or take
part in the military service; or acknowledge allegiance to
any human government.”

As slavery had to be excluded from Kansas, if at all, by
votes according to law and the Constitution, no assistance
could be looked for from the ranks of men who denounced
the Constitution as a compact to be annulled, all law as a
crime, and voting or holding office as asin. Had the entire
anti-slavery society been transferred to Kansas, as the mem-
bers would not vote or hold office, one hundred pro-slavery
men would have been sufficient to elect the Legislature, make
the laws, and adopt a constitution establishing slavery, and
all with the most profound peace and quiet in the Territory
and nation.

Henry Wilson said of the influence of this society, Vol. I.
P- 574:

*“ The parent society and its affiliated associations, having accepted
this position, made it thereafter the distinctive feature of its organiza-

tion, and the most prominent article of their creed. ‘No Union with
slave-holders ’ was the motto everewhere emblazoned on their banners.
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Disunion was their recognized remedy. Other anti-slavery men, of
whatever organization, were proclaimed to be wanting in an essential
clement of all true and effective opposition. However earnest and
devoted, they were deemed inconsistent, and their labors were regarded
as only partial, if not wholly inefficient. This general criticism embraced
every class of anti-slavery men, and every form of anti-slavery effort.
From the adoption of this policy of disunion in 1844, to the opening of
the rebellion, so persistent were they in its promulgation, as the element
of all effective effort, that the supporters of slavery seized npon the fact
to identify all anti-slavery men with them, and to characterize all oppo-
sition to slavery as disorganizing, revolutionary, and unpatriotic. It
was indeed a most potent weapon in the hands of the apologists, per-
petualists, and propagandists of slavery. . Nor did they cease its use
until their voices were silenced by the patriotism of the nation, outraged
as it was by their own treason or acknowledged complicity with it.”

John G. Whittier, in a letter, said he was no blind wor-
shipper of the Union, and as an abolitionist he was shut out
from its benefits. “ But I see nothing to be gained by an
cffort—necessarily limited, sectional, and futile—to dissolve
it. The moral and political power requisite for doing it
could far more easily abolish every vestige of slavery.”

Emerson said of them:

‘“ They withdraw themselves from the common labors and competi-
tions of the market andthe caucus. * * * They are striking work
and calling out for something to do. * * * Theyare not good citi-
zens, not good members of society; unwillingly they bear their part of
the private and public burdens. They do not even like to vote. * * *
They filled the world with long words and long beards. * * * They
began in words and ended in words.”

William Birney, in “ Birney and his Times,” says:

‘“ Their strongest aspiration was to express in stinging epithets and
vituperative language their infinite devotion to the canse of the slave;
but they were serenely indifferent to its success or failure. They wounld
not cast a ballot if the act would free three'million of slaves.”

Henry C. Wright, in his book entitled ““ Ballot-box and
Battle-field,” says:

‘“ Suppose the abolition of slavery throughout the world depended on
a presidential election, and that my vote would throw the scale for abo-
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lition. Shall I vote? * * * I may not vote for the war system that
is founded in guilt and blood and utterly wrong in its origin, its princi-
ples and means, even to abolish slavery.”

Eli Thayer, in * Kansas Crusade,” says:

‘“ The Northern people ardently desired to destroy the tree (slavery)
itself, and were ready to adopt any legal and constitutional plan which
might do this work. Garrison’s method of casting out a devil by split-
ting the patient in two lengthwise they did not approve, for two reasons:
1st. Because the patient would die; 2d. Becausc the devil would live.”

Schouler, in his last work, says:

‘“ They were not actors in affairs, but agitators, critics, come-outers,
coiners of cutting epithets, who scourged men in public station with as
little mercy as the slave-driver did his victim, less pleased that their
work was being done than displeased because it was not done faster.
Their political blunders widened the breach between the North and the
South, and their constant instigation was to throttle that law which was
the breath of our being—to trample down the Union, rather than con-
vert, constrain, or conquer slavery behind the shield of the Constitu-
tion. This was because of their fanaticism. Not one leader of this
school ever took a responsible part in affairs, or co-operated in lawful
and practical measures for promoting the reform they caressed in their
preaching.”

Samuel Bowles, in Boston Zvening Traveller, May 29,
1857, says:

‘*“ The great majority of the Garrisonian party forfeit all elaim to our
esteem by being blasphemous, vituperative, coarse, and vile in their
manners and language. We need not instance a man named Foss, who
has the impudence to claim the title Reverend, and who began a sen-
tence in a speech in New York week before last with the phrase, ‘1
hate the Union,’ and ended it by saying, ‘I hate Jesus Christ.” All the
leaders of the Garrisonian party sat around, but no one of them rebuked
the monstrous blasphemy. The speech was circulated through all the
Southern papers, and Mr. Foss was denounced as ‘a Republican.” If
he had died in his cradle he would have done better by himself than to
have lived to commit this sin. The same style of thought has been
manifested at this gathering in the Melodeon. We listened yesterday
to the comprehensive abuse uttered by Mr. Higginson, who also claimed
to be a minister of the Gospel. If we had stayed five minutes longer
than we did, and his effect had been equal to his effort, we should have
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been convinced that the population of the world consisted of one billion
of depraved wretches and one perfect man named Higginson. It was
just so with the whole of them, the same eternal whine, redeemed only
in the case of Wendell Phillips by eloquence. All such stuff does harm.
The few Garrisonians whom we believe honest in uttering it, we wish
could be brought under different influences, for they are unconsciously
injuring the anti-slavery cause. They are sustaining by their weight of
character an organization four-fifths of whose members are selfish or
indiscreet men and unsexed women; an organization which has become
fruitless, and will die in the next generation. * * * TFor the re-
mainder of the Garrisonian party, the strong-minded women, and the
professional humanitarians who earn their daily bread by injuring the
noble cause they propose to serve, we have no feelings but of ridicule
and contempt. It is useless to meet them in argument. They are not
worth treating with pity. One of their peculiarities is a key to their
whole character. The nearer a well-behaved man comes to their pro-
fessed anti-slavery doctrines, the more vilely they abuse him.”

Such opinions might be quoted indefinitely, but-enough
have been cited to show the estimation in which the advo-
cates of no union, no voting, no government were held by
the voting anti-slavery men of the time, and it requires no
argument to prove that people entertaining such views of
government could be of no use in arresting the progress of
slavery by making a free State in Kansas. While this is true,
among these men and women were some of the most eloquent
and conscientious to be found in any country or age, and
their antagonism to the Government and Church of the
time had some excuse. They had seen the Government at
Washington prostituted to the spread of slavery since 1820,
with apparently no hope for the better within the Union.
Having lost faith in Congressmen and President, they also
lost faith in mankind. Being expert moral hair-splitters, they
came to regard the Constitution as a shield for the protection
of slavery, at least within the slave States, and authority for
making every State in the Union hunting-ground for fugitive
slaves. To justify this no-voting, non-action position they
claimed that allegiance to a sinful government was sin, and
as no human government on earth was perfect, they would
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acknowledge no government except one in heaven, of which
‘“Border Ruffians” in Kansas had no conception. Being
non-resistants themselves, they believed they could dissolve
the Union without bloodshed or resistance on the part of
the Government, an error they recognized later when the
slave States attempted it.

As for the churches, they held every member accountable
for the resolutions and utterances of synods, conventions, and
prominent individuals of the different denominations. In
the early days of the agitation many of these were in defense
of slavery as a divine institution.

Geo. W. Julian, candidate for Vice-President on the Free-
Soil ticket in 1852, said, in his ““ Speeches on Political Ques-
tions,” page 79:

‘““What are our churches doing for the anti-slavery reform? Alas!
the popular religion of the country lies imbedded in the politics and
trade of the country. It has sunk to a dead level with the ruling secular
influences of the age. It has ceased to be a power, practically capable
of saving the world from its sins. * * * What are these religious
liodies doing for the slave? As I have already said, they are breaking
bread with his owner around the communion table. They are receiving
slave-holders into full fellowship. The preachers and members of our
Protestant denominations alone own over six hundred thousand slaves.
The Methodist, Baptist, and Presbyterian all have divided on the slavery
(uestion, but both divisions tolerate slave-holding. * * * [In all
the late publications of the American Tract Society, I am informed that
not a syllable can be found against slavery. Such sins as Sabbath-
breaking, dancing, fine dressing, etc., are abundantly noticed and con-
demned, but not even a whisper must go forth against the ‘ sum of all
villainies.” "’

Two pamphlets were published, one entitled “ The Ameri-
can Churches the Bulwarks of American Slavery,” and the
other, “The Church as it is; the Forlorn Hope of Slavery.”
These pamphlets were wholly made up of testimony from
the churches and church members themselves, and afford
some excuse, at least, for the arraignment made by the no-
church abolitionists. As the leading preachers defended the
institution of slavery from the Bible, the abolitionists attacked
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that book as of no more authority than any other work of
ancient origin. As the churches claimed the Sabbath as too
holy to be used for anti-slavery work, that too was assailed
as a mere human device; and so on they went till not only
the Constitution, but the Bible, churches, and the Sabbath
were discarded and denounced. Much they said was mer-
ited and just, but the main mistake they made was in not
improving every opportunity offered to help the slave as
they found him. If, instead of fighting the Constitution, the
Union, and the churches as such, they had joined with all
anti-slavery men, church members and others, and filled
Congress and the presidential chair with men who would go
to the limit of the Constitution in abolishing slavery in the
District of Columbia and the Territories, as well as the
coastwise slave trade, the road might have opened before
them for the final extinction of slavery, leaving the Constitu-
tion and the churches intact. Or, when beaten in Congress,
they could have turned their attention to the settlement of
Kansas, where the decisive battle of slavery was to be
fought. Here was their irretrievable mistake. They were
incapable of adapting their warfare to the changing condi-
tions, and failed. While they were bombarding the Union
and the churches, that they might reach the slave over their
ruins, the door was thrown wide open, by way of Kansas,
to the very citadel of the slave power, and that, too, under
the sanction and protection of Constitution, Union, laws,
and churches. Others saw this opening, entered it, and
gained the victory, and to them must belong the credit.
These men could see that the act organizing Kansas Ter-
ritory opened every Territory and free State to slavery; but’
could not or did not see that the same act equally opened
every Territory and slave State to freedom, if the people of
these Commonwealths respectively would have it so. The
language will bear repeating a second time: “ It being the
true intent and meaning of the act not to legislate slavery
into any Territory or State, nor to exclude it therefrom; but
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to leave the people thereof perfectly free to form and reg-
ulate their domestic institutions in their own way, subject
only to the Constitution of the United States.” Here was
a solemn pledge that Congress would not interfere to pre-
vent the extension of freedom to every Territory and State
of the Union. In this act the slave power overreached
itself, and it was blunder number one in the ‘“ beginning of
the end” of slavery. This the slave power did not see,
neither did the no-union, no-voting abolitionists see it, but it
was seen nevertheless, and turned to freedom’s account, as
will appear in the pages that follow. Charles Sumner said
of the Kansas bill, that it was ““at once the worst and the
best bill on which Congress ever acted.” It was the best
bill, “for it annuls all past compromises with slavery, and
makes all future compromises impossible. Thus it puts
freedom and slavery face to face, and bids them grapple.”
Unfortunately, non-resistants would not use grappling-irons,
and free States could not be made without votes.

One other organization existed which opposed the exten-
sion of slavery, called the Liberty or Free-soil party. The
members of this organization were voters and fighters, if need
were, but their party machinery was not adapted to mak-
ing States. It had done good service in agitating the slavery
question, and in securing the election to Congress of many
able champions of freedom. Unlike the American Anti-
slavery Society, this party was loyal to the Constitution and
the Union. In the language of James G. Birney, their pres-
idential candidate at two elections, they ‘“‘regarded the
Constitution with unabated affection. They hold in no
‘common veneration the memory of those who made it.
They would be the last to brand Franklin and King and
Morris and Wilson and Sherman and Hamilton with the
ineffaceable infamy of intending to engraft upon the Con-
stitution, and therefore to perpetuate, a system of oppression
in absolute antagonism to its high and professed objects.
* * * In the political aspects of the question they have
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nothing to ask except what the Constitution authorizes—no
change to desire but that the Constitution may be restored
to its pristine republican purity.”—"J. G. Birney and his
Times,” page 338.

This party cast in 1840, for President, 7100 votes; in
1844, 62,300; in 1848, 300,000; in 1852, 155,000.

Besides members of this party, there were many belong-
ing to the Whig and Democratic parties who were made
indignant by the repeal of the Missouri Compromise, and
who were ready to abandon their party organizations in the
nefarious work of extending the institution of slavery to ter-
ritory that had been consecrated to freedom by solemn
compact. There was no lack of anti-slavery sentiment, or
of desire to save Kansas to freedom, but the political parties
could only act in their legitimate sphere—elect Presidents,
Congressmen, and other officials—while the work in hand
now was something that political parties, Congress, and the
President could not do, and aid must be sought elsewhere,
and other machinery invented. It is true, Hon. Geo. W.
Julian had said:

“Does any one ask how we shall successfully wage war
against this monster power? I answer that American pol-
itics and American religion are the bulwarks which support
it, and that we must attack them. If we do this wisely and
perseveringly we shall succeed. We need no new weapons,
but only a faithful use of those we already possess, in more
direct assaults upon these strongholds of the enemy.” This
was spoken in 1852, and the American Anti-slavery Society
and the Free-Soil party had waged vigorous and persevering
war with their religious and political *“ weapons ” till 1854,
when every foot of territory in the United States was open
to slavery. Evidently some new weapons must be found
or the victory of the slave power would remain final and
complete.
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WEAPONS AND MACHINERY NEEDED,—SETTLERS- REQUIRED.
—HOW “SEBCURED:

To understand what *‘weapons” and what machinery
would be in demand in making a free State in Kansas, a
survey of the field should be taken. The Organic Act left
to the voters of the Territory the settlement of the question
of slavery in the State. The first step in making a State was
to elect a territorial Legislature, that might provide for a
constitutional convention, which in turn could frame a con-
stitution authorizing or forbidding slavery. The way was
plain.  But one road was open for making a free State, and
that, and that only, must be travelled. Colonizing slaves in
Africa, shouting “ no union with slave-holders” in Boston,
preaching the Wilmot Proviso in Congress, and political
campaigns in the States, were of no avail in the pending
struggle. Voters must be had, and as no person but a set-
tler would have the right to vote, settlers were of the first
importance. How could they be secured? Would they
come from the free States in sufficient numbers to outvote
those who should come from the slave States? The decree
of the slave power had gone forth that Kansas should be a
slave State, and that power in Church and State, in Synod
and Congress, was omnipotent. Could it be successfully
encountered in Kansas? TIf the eloquence of Phillips, Gar-
rison, Sumner, and Seward was of no avail, what could be
hoped from untitled, unheralded, and unknown settlers?
Who would have the presumption to enter the lists?  Slavery
had every advantage. A slave State bordered Kansas on
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the east containing a population sufficient in numbers and
daring to settle several new Territories. ‘This population,
bold, blustering, and reckless like the people of most fron-
tier settlements, was thoroughly aroused to the importance
of the conflict. Two billions of dollars worth of property
in slaves, besides the domestic relations of the people of the
Southern States, were involved. 'The life or death of slavery
was the issue, and was recognized to be the issue by both
North and South. The Charleston, S. C., Mercury presented
the question as follows :

‘“ First. By consent of parties, the present contest in Kansas is made
the turning-point in the destinies of slavery and abolition. If the
South trinumphs, abolitionism will be defeated and shorn of its power
for all time. If she is defeated, abolition will grow more insolent and
aggressive, until the utter ruin of the South is consummated.

¢“Second. If the South secures Kansas, she will extend slavery into
all the territory south of the fortieth parallel of north latitude, to the
Rio Grande, and this, of course, will secure for her pent-up institution
of slavery an ample outlet, and restore her power in Congress. If the
North secures Kansas, the power of the Sonth in Congress will gradu-
ally be diminished, the States of Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, Ar-
kansas, and Texas, together with the adjacent Territories, will gradually
become abolitionized, and the slave population confined to the States
east of the Mississippi will become valueless. All depends upon the
action of the present moment.”

This issue was accepted by the people in the border coun-
ties of Missouri, and they were at first troubled with no fears
for the result. They were jubilant, bold, and defiant, threat-
ening with death any anti-slavery man who should attempt
to settle in the Territory. In less than a month after the
passage of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, the writer started for
Kansas to arrange for its settlement. On passing Jefferson
City, the capital of Missouri, on the ath of July, several
prominent politicians came on board the steamer, and among
them General Stringfellow. In the conversation it was as-
sumed as a foregone conclusion that the fate of Kansas
was sealed. 1t was boldly asserted that ““no damned aboli-
tionist would be permitted to settle in Kansas, and every

P
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man north of Mason and Dixon’s line was an abolitionist.”
On reaching Kansas City a reward was found offered for
“one Eli Thayer, a leading and ruling spirit among the
abolitionists of New York and New England. * > =*
Representing all the abolitionists, he consequently bears all
their sins ! ”

General D. R. Atchison was the recognized leader of the
pro-slavery cause, and most of the leading politicians and
citizens of western Missouri were his co-workers. Such was
the condition of the border, while the administration at
Washington was wholly devoted to the establishment of
slavery in Kansas, Jefferson Davis being Secretary of War.
In the North and East the outlook was equally gloomy.
The American Anti-slavery Society never had any faith in
saving Kansas to freedom. Wendell Phillips said, as re-
ported in the Liberator .

€

Talk about stopping the progress of slavery and of saving Nebraska
and Kansas! Why, the fate of Nebraska and Kansas was sealed the
first hour Stephen Arnold Douglas consented to play his perfidious
part. * * * The moment you throw the struggle with slavery into
the half-barbarous West, where things are decided by the revolver and
bowie-knife, slavery triumphs.”

Mr. Garrison said :

*“ While the Union continues, the slave power will have everything
its own way, in the last resort. * * * Slavery is certain to go into
Kansas, nay, slaves are now carried there daily, and offered for sale
with impunity. * * * Will Kansas be a free State? We answer,
no. Not while the existing Union stands. Its fate is settled.
* » * Eastern emigration will avail nothing to keep slavery out of
Kansas. We have never had any faith in it as a breakwater against the
inundations of the dark waters of oppression. * * * The omnipres-
ent power of the general Government will co-operate with the vandals
of Missouri to crush out what ljttle anti-slavery sentiment may exist in
Kansas, and to sustain their lawless proeeedings in that Territory. This
will prove decisive in the struggle.”

-

Theodore Parker, in Music Hall,.said:

““In the steady triumph of despotism, ten years more like the ten
years past and it will be all over with the liberties of America. Every-
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thing must go down, and the heel of the tyrant will be on our necks.
It will be all over with the rights of man in America, and you and 1
must go to Australia, to Italy, or to Siberia for our freedom, or perish
with the liberty which our fathers fought for and secured to themselves,
not to their faithless sons.  Shall America thus miserably perish?  Such
is the aspect of things to-day.”

Mr. Thayer, in his * Kansas Crusade,” says:

‘ On May 30, 1854, the Kansas-Nebraska bill, containing the repeal
of the Missouri Compromise, was signed by President Pierce, and be-
came the law of the land. When this news reached the Northern States
the bells were tolled for the death of freedom. The slave States, with
thirty-five years of political supremacy and the prestige of this last great
victory over the North, with perfect discipline and irresistible power,
were confident of undisputed control in the Government for generations
to come. They already had the Chief Executive, his Cabinet, the Su-
preme Court, both houses of Congress, and the army and navy to do
their bidding. Great as was their present power, their prospective
power was even more alarming. Kansas and Nebraska, with all the
Territories west and south of them, were to become slave States. Five
more were to be made of Texas. The purpose of acquiring Cuba and
Central America for their further aggrandizement was developing into
action. Why, then, should the South doubt for an instant the certainty
of her perpetual power? - In a few years her Scnators in Congress
would nearly double the number from the North. Their skill in diplo-
macy and politics, acquired by unremitting practice and study, much
excelled that of the Northern people, whose minds were occupied by a
manifold system of industries requiring constant attention, as well as
by a great number of social, commercial, charitable, religious, and
educational organizations. No wonder that we were hopeless and help-
less. We had no political organization of any strength to oppose to
slavery. * * * During all this period of the successful aggressive
and increasing strength of slavery, there was in the North corresponding
apprehension and alarm. On the repeal of the Missouri Compromise
the apprehension became despondency, and the alarm became despair.
* * * The speeches in Congress and the editorials of influential
journalists prove that there was no hope of rescuing Kansas from the
grasp of this resistless power, should the Kansas-Nebraska bill become
a law.”

While this is a faithful presentation of the effects of the
repeal of the Missouri Compromise upon the North as a
whole, there were many minds upon which that repeal pro-
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duced other results.  Conservative men, especiairy members
of the Whig party, were shocked at the bad faith shown by
their Southern colleagues in Congress—only one of whom
voted against the Kansas bill—and felt the necessity of seek-
ing other party affiliations. For over thirty years all parties
had acquiesced in the settlement of the vexed question by
the compromise of 1820, although the North felt that it had
been overreached in the bargain, and now, after the South
had received its full consideration, to have the bargain re-
pudiated was too much for even ‘““hunker” Whigs of the
North to accept in silence.

Free-soil men also were aroused with fresh zeal, and de-
termined to take the case to the people in all future elec-
tions and demand reparation for this bad faith. Congress.
man Meacham, of Vermont, said:

‘T look on that compromise as a contract, as a thing done for a con-
sideration, and that the parties to that contract are bound in honor to

execute it in good faith. The consideration on one side was paid and
received in advance.”

This was the view generally taken at the North, although
combated by some members of Congress from the South.
Mr. Goodrich, of Massachusetts, said, “If the Kansas bill
should pass, the repeal of the Missouri Compromise would
wipe out as with a sponge all compromises”; and Mr.
Campbell, of Ohio, said he would wage “an unrelenting
war against slavery to the furthermost limits of the Consti-
tution.” Many Southern people disapproved of the repeal,
and warned slave-holders to beware of the agitation it would
create. Mr. Houston, of Texas, called upon the Southern
Senators, ““ to regard the contract once made to harmonize
and preserve the Union. Maintain the Missouri Compro-
mise! Stir not up agitation! Give us peace! Union or
disunion depends upon the decision of this question.”

Eli Thayer, in his ““ Crusade,” says, “ The South, stimnu.
lated unreasonably by her former success, ventured foolishly
to overthrow a time-honored compact, and subject herself to
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a charge of bad faith. In the repeal of the Missouri Com-
promise she illustrated the words of the sacred writer: ‘ Pride
goeth before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.’
By this act she had made it possible to combine all political
parties-in the North against the extension of slavery, should
the right method of doing this great work be well presented
and faithfully urged. All were ready now to rebuke the
arrogance of slavery, and also to end its existence, if that
could be done in accordance with the Constitution and the
Union.”

But a combination of all political parties for mere political
action would not avail to save Kansas. It is true that, within
one year of the repeal of the compromise, eleven Senators
and 120 of the 142 Northern members of the House were
elected who repudiated the repeal, but even this number
could accomplish nothing in Congress. There was now but
one way of salvation for Kansas, and that was not through
the executive, legislative, or judicial departments of the
Government, through anti-slavery societies or political or-
ganizations, but the promised land, as of old, must be secured
by taking possession of it, or not at all. How could this be
done? Here were bowie-knives, pistols, shot-guns, rifles,
and cannon in the hands of the Philistines on the border and
within the Territory, under direction of “ Blue ILodges,”
““Sons of the South,” and other secret organizations, and the
attempt to occupy the land by the ordinary methods of pio-
neer settlement would have been as futile as for the Israelites
thus to have taken possession of Canaan. Nothing short of
concerted action by the friends of freedom could avail, and
that could be secured only by organization. Where could
an organizer be found? Garrison and Phillips were the great
anti-slavery agitators, but neither had faith in success. Like
the men who were sent to spy out the land of Canaan, they
predicted that the land would ““ eat up ” the Free-State men ;
“all the people we saw in it are men of great stature. And
there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of
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the giants, and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers,
and so we were in their sight.” And all the anti-slavery
society to which they belonged agreed with them, and would
have nothing to do with.taking possession of Kansas. But
there were two of the spies, named Joshua and Caleb, that,
when they heard this gloomy report, rent their clothes.
“And they spake unto all the company of the children of
Israel, saying, the land which we passed through to search
it, is an exceeding good land. If the Lord delight in us,
then he will bring us into this land, and give it to us; a land
which floweth with milk and honey. Only rebel ve not
against the Lord, neither fear ye the people of the land: for
they are bread for us: their defense is departed from them,
and the Lord is with us; fear them not.”” Some of the
Joshuas and Calebs of the emigration to Kansas are named
in Mr. Hale’s “ Kansas and Nebraska,” published in 18g4.
On page 219 he says:

“ Mr. Eli Thayer, a member of the Massachusetts Housc of Repre-
sentatives, circulated a petition, in the month of March, 1834, for the
incorporation, by the general Court of Massachusetts, of the Massachu-
setts Emigrant Aid Company. The petition was at once granted by the
Legislature, and a charter given, of which the first section reads—

¢ ¢Sec. 1. Benjamin C. Clark, Isaac Livermore, Charles Allen, Isaac
Davis, William G. Bates, Steven C. Phillips, Charles C. Hazewell,
Alexander H. Bullock, IHenry Wilson, James S. Whitney, Samuel L.
Sewall, Samuel G. Howe, James Holland, Moses Kimball, James D.
Green, Francis W. Bird, Otis Clapp, Anson Burlingame, Eli Thayer,
and Otis Rich, their associates, sucecssors, and assigns, are hereby
made a corporation, by the name of the Massachusctts Emigrant Aid
Company, for the purpose of assisting emigrants to settle in the West;
and for this purpose they have all the powers and privileges, and be
subject to all the duties, restrictions, and liabilities set forth in the
thirty-eighth and forty-fourth chapters of the revised statutes.’

‘“ The charter was signed by the Governor on the 26th day of April,
and took effect immediately. The persons named in it, and others
interested, met at the State House, in Boston, on the 4th of May, ac-
cepted the charter, and appointed a committce to report a plan of organ-
ization and system of operations. The committee consisted of LKl
Thayer, Alexander H. Bullock, and E. E. Hale, of Worcester, Richard
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Hildreth and Otis Clapp, of Boston, who submitted the following report
at an adjourned meeting: ‘* * * The inconveniences and dangers
to health to which the pioneer is subject who goes out alone or with his
family only, in making a new settlement, are familiar to every American.
The Emigrant Aid Company has been incorporated to protect emigrants,
as far as may be, from such inconveniences. Its duty is to organize
emigration to the West and bring it into system. * * * With the
advantages attained by such a system of effort, the territory selected as
the scene of operations would, it is believed, at once fill up with free
inhabitants. * * * It determines in the right way the institutions
of the unsettled Territories, in less time than the discussion of them has
required in Congress. * * * It is impossible that such a region
should not fill up rapidly. The Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Company
proposes to give confidence to settlers, by giving system to emigration.
By dispelling the fears that Kansas will be a slave State, the company
will remove the only bar which now hinders its occupation by free
settlers. It is to be hoped that similar companies will be formed in
other free States. The enterprise is of that character, that for those
who first enter it, the more competition the better.” This report was
signed by Eli Thayer for the committee.””

By reason of objections to some of the provisions of the
charter it was not made use of, and three trustees, Eli
Thayer, Amos A. Lawrence, and J. M. S. Williams, conducted
the business of emigration during the season of 18354. An
organization was made in 1855, under another charter, called
the New England Emigrant Aid Company, with the follow-
ing officers: President, John Carter Brown, Providence;
Vice-Presidents, Eli Thayer, Worcester, J. M. S. Williams,
Cambridge ;: Treasurer, Amos A. Lawrence, Boston; Secre-
tary, Thomas H. Webb, Boston.

Other emigration societies and leagues were formed in
several Northern States, inspiring great faith in the ultimate
success of freedom in Kansas. While these organizations
furnished inspiration and moral support, their pecuniary
means were limited, and of secondary importance. The re-
port that the New England Society had a capital of $5,000,000
struck the South with terror, and inspired the North with
hope, although in fact its capital was limited at first to a few
thousand dollars advanced by its treasurer, Amos A. Law-
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rence. History will give to Eli Thaver the credit of first
publicly accepting the challenge of the South with a plan for
organized emigration to contend with the Blue Lodges of
Missouri, and for his head was the first reward offered by
the exasperated slave power. But organized emigration was
not alone in the conflict. While Thayer began to preach
the crusade in the winter of 1854, a few settlers from the
Middle and Western States preceded his first colony which
settled at LLawrence. Most noted among these were S. N.
Wood, J. A. Wakefield, B. W. Miller, Rev. T. Ferril, and
others, who acted a most important part in the struggle that
followed. In truth, no line of demarkation can well be drawn
between settlers who came from different States, or under
different auspices, as on arrival they became a band of brothers
engaged in a common cause. It would be folly for the head
to say to the foot, I have no need of thee; and the eye to
the hand, I have no need of thee; and it would have been
equal folly for settlers from one State to say to the set-
tlers of another State that the cause had no need of them.
No such feeling existed in the fifties, neither does it now
exist in the breast of any surviving actor. Colonel S. N.
Wood, whose settlement in Kansas preceded the settlement
of Lawrence, and whose services were indispensable, has
this to say of the pioneers, in his quarter-centennial speech
at Topeka: :

‘“ The pilgrims of the Jayflower sought the wild shores of America
that they might be free to worship God in their own way ; free to believe
in religious matters whatever seemed right to their own conscience.
They sought freedom for themselves. But the pioneers of Kansas—
both Western and Eastern—heard the call which in every age has thrilled
the souls of men with heroic power. At this critical period, when the
hosts of slavery and freedom were marshalling for this great and de-
cisive encounter, in their inmost souls they heard the Divine voice
calling for defenders of liberty; and they obeyed the signal that pointed
to Kansas as the great battle-ground. The pioneers who became
trusted leaders among the Free-State hosts were men who could not

rest in their old comfortable homes when the demon of human slavery
was clutching at freedom’s rightful heritage. Many of them were the
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sons of the old anti-slavery agitators, and had learned from child-
hood to hate slavery and to love freedom, and claim it as the right
of all men, races, and conditions. These men, meeting upon our prai-
ries for the first time, recognized each other as kindred spirits. They
spoke the same language, and were working for the same good pur-
pose.”



CHAPTER I11.

CHARACTERISTICS OF CONTESTANTS.—EASTERN AND WEST-
ERN SETTLERS.—THE OVERLAND ROUTE TO CALIFORNIA
IN 1849.—’1‘}{E SACRAMENTO RIOT.

SoMETHING of the nature of the conflict in Kansas may be
learned from the characteristics of the contestants. Settlers
from the North and East came from communities where per-
son and property were protected by law, and the carrying of
weapons for self-defense was unknown. Many had come to
look even upon war among nations as a relic of barbarism.
Not a few of the Kansas emigrants had imbibed something
of the views and spirit of the non-resistant agitators, and
were disposed to interpret the teachings of the Nazarene
literally, to return good for evil, when one cheek should be
smitten to turn the other to the smiter, and if compelled to
part with their coats, to give their cloaks also. As a rule, the
Free-State settlers were averse to a resort to physical force in
the settlement of any conflict, much less a conflict purely
moral and political. These were some of the characteristics
of the Northern settlers while at home, but they were found
unsuited to a Southern and Western climate. It was found
that the precepts of Christianity, including non-resistance,
might work admirably where all were Christians and non-re-
sistants, but it was also discovered that the devil would flee
only when resisted, and that pearls were not suitable dict for
all animals and on all occasions.

The South and Southwest were in many respects mos* un-
like the East and North. Where a large class was to be kept
in servitude, nothing but physical force would avail. Hence
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deadly weapons and personal prowess were indispensable,
and the man who would pass current as a gentleman must
be prepared at all times to protect his person and his honor
by force. Also in the new West, in the absence of the civil
code, every man was a law unto himself and constituted in
his own person judge, jury, and executioner. In such a
community human life, instead of being sacred as in the
North and East, was cheap, and could be sacrificed at any
time to resent personal insult and to protect peculiar institu-
tions, if not for sordid gain. At the same time the better
class of the citizens of the South had a high sense of honor,
and could not be excelled in any part of the country for
civility, courtesy, hospitality, and business integrity.

Perhaps life in the newly settled West, and the mingling
of the two civilizations as found in the law-abiding East and
the go-as-you-please West, cannot better be illustrated than
by giving an outline picture of the early days of California,
from 1849 to 1851. As the Eastern emigration to that Ter-
ritory largely passed through Missouri and Kansas ‘Territory,
drawing with it a large emigration from Missouri itself and
the South, many things happened that had an important
bearing upon the conflict in Kansas at a later date. This
outline is the more important as it will serve to give the
squatters’ side of the most exciting conflict in the history of
California, which has never been given by one of their
number, although published and republished, iterated and
reiterated indefinitely by their opponents. There is no bet-
ter way to exhibit human nature unrestrained by law, and
the mingling of the Eastern and Western civilizations, than
by giving a brief narrative of that conflict.

On the discovery of gold in California, in 1848, the whole
country was in a blaze of excitement, and men of all classes
and conditions had symptoms of the gold fever, more or less
well marked. Even staid New England did not escape the
epidemic. In the winter of 1849 a party of some forty per-
sons was organized in the vicinity of Boston for the purpose
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of emigration to the land of gold. This party was com-
posed of men of all classes and professions, including trades-
men, clerks, manufacturers, mechanics, farmers, and laborers.
It was organized in the form of a military company, with
a full list of officers from captain down. The privates and
non-commissioned officers wore gray uniforms, while the
commissioned officers wore navy-blue. An assessment was
made upon each member, and all property was purchased
and controlled by the officers. Among the number was a
physician, by the name of Robinson, who was to be exempt
from all duty except the care of the sick. The doctor, de-
siring rest from an extensive practice, was in pursuit of rec-
reation quite as much as of gold. He had been interested
in the peace and anti-slavery discussions of that day, and
was in theory a non-resistant and abolitionist. ‘The party
left Boston in the winter of 1849, travelling by railroad and
canal to Pittsburg, and thence by steamboat to Kansas City,
or Westport Landing. ‘The name of the boat was Ne Pus
Ultra, and it was engaged for the whole river journey. It
stopped long enough at Cincinnati for the doctor to pur-
.chase a beautiful cream-colored horse and a clarionet, and
at St. Louis for the purchase of supplies and to receive pas-
sengers, chiefly gold-seekers. Some members of the party
had seen much of the world, while many were unsophisti-
cated and unsuspicious. These latter, when they paid their
assessments, paid tuition in a school of more varied knowl-
edge and experience than can be found in any professed
place of education. There was a new lesson for each day,
and every lesson must be learned by heart. Drones and
truants were impossible, and at the end of the journey, on
the western coast, every member was a graduate, and had
witnessed or experienced more arts, devices, shifts and turns,
deeds of daring, honor, integrity, perfidy, rascality, and devil-
try than all the educational institutions of the land could
have shown. On leaving St. Louis the boat was well filled
with passengers and their ““ plunder.” 'The Boston party were
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now in a decided minority of the passengers, and relatively
lost their importance, although still distinguished from other
passengers by their uniform. It being generally known that
the Boston party had a physician with them, his services
were sought on all occasions of sickness and among all
classes of passengers. The boat had not proceeded far on
its journey up the muddy Missouri River when the cholera
made its appearance on board. Here was a new experience
for the doctor. While he had read much of the disease, its
cause, symptoms, and treatment, he had never met with a
case in his practice. Without a medical library, and with
but a limited variety and supply of medicines, he was thrown
upon his own resources, and accordingly made an object les-
son of the first case. It was found that all the fluids of the
body were leaving the surface and pouring into the alimen-
tary canal. The features became pinched and anxious, the
skin pallid and bloodless, and the muscles of the extremities
were affected with painful cramps. What was to be done?
Evidently the first thing to be done was to reverse the vas-
cular and absorbent machinery, and send the fluids back to
the surface and other parts of the system, and relieve cramps.
What would accomplish this result, and did the medicine-
chest contain the required remedy? On examination, the
doctor found tincture of opium (laudanum), tincture of cam-
phor, and compound tincture of capsicum (hot drops). The
first two would have a tendency to send the fluids to the
brain and surface and relieve spasms, while the last would
excite action of the vascular and absorbent systems. Ac-
cordingly, these tinctures were taken in a mixture of equal
parts, and administered in teaspoonful doses once in fifteen
minutes, more or less, according to symptoms, till the flow
of fluids should be reversed and the cramps cease. Fortu-
nately, this treatment proved successful in every case where
applied on first attack of the disease.

Another object lesson was given on this boat which has
not been forgotten. As the steamer was about to leave St.
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Louis, four men came on board in a somewhat free-and-easy
manner, occasioned by a free indulgence in the fashionable
beverage of the city. One of these men proved to be a man
from lllinois, on his way to California, and the other three
were residents of St. Louis, and evidently blacklegs. The
man from Illinois was said to have $1500, which he deposited
with the clerk of the boat. As soon as the boat was well
under way, these four men engaged in card-playing, which
was diligently prosecuted early and late. Large sums of
money were bet and nearly always won by one of the three
men from St. Louis, at the expense of the Illinoisan. The
unsophisticated members of the Boston party had read of
gambling and desperate characters in the South and West,
particularly on board of river steamers, and some of them
became close observers of the game, especially the doctor,
whose state-room was near the gamblers’ table. It was ob-
served that drinks were often ordered, and that the Illinois
man was kept in a jolly frame of mind, while the St. Louis
men were cool and sober.  On the evening of the first or
second day the playing became more earnest and the drink-
ing more frequent, till the Illinois man became desperate,
and all left the table and went to the bar, where another drink
was called for, but declined at first by the victim. But after
being bantered and coaxed, he emptied his glass, as did the
others. At this stage the doctor retired to his state-room, but
not to sleep, for while conning this lesson in all its bearings,
he was called to prescribe for this man, who had been drugged
and was desperately ill. Spasms and convulsions set in,
accompanied with groans and yells, till it became necessary
to remove him to the pilot-house that the passengers might
not be disturbed. Before many hours had passed the poor
man died in terrible agony. The boat soon after went ashore
and his body was left. An inventory was had of his effects,
and no money except a small bill in his vest-pocket was
found. A boat going down the river was hailed, and the
three gamblers went aboard; and thus ended this object



JEALOUSIES OF OFFICERS. 31

lesson, which was an eye-opener to the Doctor, and played
havoc with his non-resistant theories. The Wyandotte Indian
agent was on the boat, who was also a doctor, and well
understood the case. When the Yankee Doctor proposed to
have complaint made and these men punished, the Indian
agent told him he was wild. He must remember that there
was virtually no law that could or would reach the case;
besides, if these men even had a suspicion that such a move
was contemplated, the Doctor would be put where he could
not be summoned as a witness. Also, should complaint be
made, he would be retained as a witness, and would have to
postpone his trip to California till after the trial, which might
be delayed for a year. After fully digesting the case, with
all its surroundings, it was concluded that one man could
not remedy all the evils in the world at once.

At length the Ne Plus Ultra reached its destination, West-
port Landing, or Kansas City, in the latter part of March or
first of April. Here was a new experience. Like all joint-
stock companies, made up of all classes and characters of in-
‘dependent, intelligent Yankees, no sooner was the journey
commenced than the officers in control were subjects of suspi-
cion, jealousies, innuendoes, reflections, and open charges of
incapacity, inefficiency, crookedness, theft, and robbery. The
farther removed from home and home influences, the louder
the complaints, until on landing at Kansas City a general mu-
tiny prevailed. No settlement of difficulties could be reached
without a division of the party and a consequent division of
the tons of supplies. Accordingly, two parties were organ-
ized, and a committee of three, of which the Doctor was one,
was appointed to divide the “plunder.” This quarrel and
division, with the purchase of teams, consumed some four
or five weeks of time, or till the first week in May. This
delay afforded an excellent opportunity to study the pecul-
larities of the people, their habits and institutions. The
doctor, with some other members of the party, procured
board with a thrifty farmer several miles on the road to In-
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dependence, and there took lessons in Western farming and
stock-raising. His time was fully occupied, for not only was
a division of the supplies to be made between the two par-
ties, and teams to be purchased, but calls for his professional
services were frequent. During the first night after the party
landed at Kansas City, nine of the citizens were attacked
with cholera and died. The little hamlet was panic-stricken.
Several physicians were in the place, but all had failed to
save their patients. It became known in the morning that
the Doctor of the Boston party had been successful in several
cases on the boat while coming up the river, and his services
were at once in demand. This demand did not cease till he
started on his trip across the plains. The last case treated
was that of a young physician who was a victim to the dis-
ease. The Doctor remained with him the entire night, until
favorable symptoms appeared, when he joined the party
ready to begin their long journey. Whether this physician
died or recovered, the Doctor never learned till in the heat
of the Kansas conflict, in 1856. There is reason to believe
that this stay of some four or five weeks at Kansas City, in’
the spring of 1849, had an important influence on the strug-
gle of 1854, 1855, and 1856, in Kansas Territory. The
Yankees were thus enabled to learn some of the peculiarities
of the border men, and they in turn of the Yankees. Each
class bestowed and received favors, and parted with mutual
good-will when the time came for the Yankees to pursue
their journey. This good-will in some instances was unin-
terrupted, as will later appear, during all the border troubles
in Kansas.

On the 10th of May, the two parties had completed their
organizations, apportioned the property, procured their
teams, and were ready to launch their ““prairie schooners.”
One party had procured mules and the other oxen for motive
power. Both mules and oxen were unbroken to the harness
or yoke, with a few exceptions, as were most of the men in
the parties unused to handling them. The experiences in
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hitching up, starting and driving these wild animals afforded
much amusement as well as many hard knocks, mingled with
the Western vernacular, which was learned and adopted by
the drivers with remarkable alacrity. As the steers had had
no Yankee schooling, and had not learned the definitions of
the terms whoa, haw, and gee, the members of the party
marched in irregular order on both sides of the teams, thus
guiding them in the way they should go. At the short turns
in the road, and the crossing of creeks and ravines, there
was usually a revolt that sometimes lasted half a day. At
night the steers would be unhitched from the wagons, but
not unyoked, as to unyoke and yoke these teams on the open
prairie at first would require twenty out of the twenty-four
hours, leaving but four hours in which to eat and sleep, and
no time for travel. On the first Saturday of the journey,
darkness came on before reaching water, and the party
camped on the high prairie. The next morning, on investi-
gation, it was found that the Wakarusa Creek was some two
or three miles away, and the teams must be hitched up and
driven that distance, at least, although it was Sunday. So
much was a work of necessity, and the strictest Puritan in
the party acquiesced. But, after reaching the creek and
watering the stock, the question arose, shall the party go fur-
ther. Here was the first clash of Yankee theological steel.
The discussion was, however, brief, and a vote of the party
settled the question in favor of further travel. But the triumph
of the Sunday travellers was brief, as in going through a de-
pression, near the place where the town of Franklin was after-
wards located, the chain between the cattle became slackened
and twisted about a steer’s leg. When the chain was straight-
ened, it gave such a twist to the leg as to disable it. Here
was a judgment of God for breaking the Sabbath. No fur-
ther progress could be made that day, except in theological
discussion. One party claimed that it was a direct interpo-
sition to punish Sabbath-breaking, while the other put the

accident to the account of too long coupling-chains and bad
3
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driving. One party appealed to the Decalogue, and the
other called for its reading. When it was found that the
seventh day, instead of the first, was enjoined to be observed,
and that for a special reason which applied only to the Jews,
an appeal was made to the New Testament, where it was
claimed the command was made applicable to the first day
of the week. The discussion was closed, on one side, by
offering a dollar for every word in the New Testament en-
joining the observance of any day as a Sabbath, and, on the
other, by devoting the remainder of the day in searching the
Testament. No claim was ever made for the prize money,
and these sticklers for Sabbath observance were afterwards
seen betting at monte in Sacramento, having evidently lost
their Puritanic scruples. Persons who depend upon outside
pressure for religion are apt to adopt the customs of their
surroundings when that pressure is removed ; while the per-
son who is governed by his own convictions of what is right
and what is wrong, regardless of public opinion and public
custom, will be but slightly influenced by externals.

As the Boston party travelled by river from Pittsburg to.
Kansas City, they saw nothing of prairie land till starting out
across Kansas Territory. The second day, the 11th of May,
was a revelation. No such landscape had ever blessed their
vision. One of the party described the country and his sen-
sations in his diary, as follows:

‘“ May 11th, 1849.—Our course to-day has been over the rolling
prairie, and we passed along without difficulty. The prairie seems to
_be an endless succession of rolls, with a smooth, green surface, dotted
all over with most beautiful flowers. The soil is of the most rich and
fertile character, with no waste land. The feelings that come over a
person, as he first views this immense ocean of land, are indeseribable.
As far as the eye can reach, he sees nothing but a beautiful green car-
pet, save here and there perhaps a cluster of trees; he hears nothing but
the feathered songsters of the air, and fee/s nothing but a solemn awe
in view of this infinite display of creative power.

‘¢ 13th.—Turned out this morning at four o’clock, to watch the cattle.
Went up on a high roll of land, where I had an extensive and enchant-
ing view of this seemingly boundless and ever-varying prairie. The
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sun is rising ont of this sea of land in the east, a line of timber skirts
Cedar Creek to the N.E., also Spoon Creek to the N.W., while still
further on, in the same direction, is seen a thick fog, marking the
conrse of the Kansas River. All is still save the grazing of the cattle,
and the concert of birds, which is composed of a great variety of song-
sters. The cooing of the prairie hens, heard in every direction, con-
stitutes the bass; the lond cawing of the crows, the tenor; the fine,
sweet voices of the ground and small birds, the treble; and a noise as
of distant wild geese, the alto.

‘¢ 23d.-——Passed a little creek of pure cold water, about twelve ‘M.,
where we fonnd a newly made grave. Ascended a high bluff near the
creek, where I had a most delightful view of the country to a great
distance. I was reminded of the view of the Connecticut River valley
from Mt. Holyoke. There is this difference, however—while one is
circumscribed by hills and forests, the other is illimitable in extent, and
stretches from the rising to the setting sun; and while one is striped
and checked with corn-fields and meadows like a carpet, the other is
capable of being checked as numeronsly with States and nations.”

The Boston party that left Kansas City in two divisions,
before reaching California found itself in numerous subdivis-
ions. In all his learning the Yankee had never learned the
lesson of subordination. So long as dynamite cartridges will
explode under favoring circumstances, so long will explo-
sions occur in Yankee parties on a joint-stock basis while
traversing a wilderness in pursuit of gold. The Israelites
were not Yankees, and they had been long disciplined by
the Egyptian task-master, but nevertheless they made the life
of Moses a burden to him on their journey to the promised
land. In consequence of these explosions of the Yankee
-party, but a few hundred miles had been travelled when the
Doctor found himself one of a party of three persons, includ-
ing himself, and all on horseback, with pack animals for their
supplies. It seemed necessary that there should be at least
two persons in every party, or this party of three would have
been divided again. This journey was most favorable for
developing traits, not only of human nature, but also of
equine nature. The Doctor’s horse, purchased at Cincinnati,
proved to be as docile and affectionate as he was beautiful.
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Whenever the Doctor appeared he would leave his grazing
and place his head over the shoulder of his owner in an affec-
tionate and caressing manner. Wherever the party camped,
that was his home, and there was no danger of his taking
voluntary leave. One incident that occurred, among many,
will be given in honor of the race to which this horse, Charley
by name, belonged. On reaching the north fork of the
Platte River, it was found to be swollen and the current
swift. Some place must be found, if possible, where it could
be forded, as the pack animals could not well keep afloat
with their luggage. Charley, as usual on such occasions,
was in requisition for experiments. Several places were
tried, but no fording discovered. At one place, when deep
water was reached, in the struggle rider and horse became
separated. The horse crossed the river, but on seeing the
man struggling in the swift current, he neighed anxiously,
and plunged into the stream again, reaching an island in the
river at the same time with his owner, who was completely
exhausted. The horse came and stood over him till he was
sufficiently rested toride to the main-land. It is unnecessary
to say that the owner’s attachment to his horse was stronger
than that he had for his human companions, for the horse
showed an affection which they did not, and when, at the
squatter riot in Sacramento, Charley was killed in the fight,
his death caused his owner a pang of regret greater than did
the bullet that passed through his own body.

The incidents of this overland journey are not, for the
most part, germane to the main subject of this book ; but the
Land or Squatter Riots of Sacramento are worth describing
here, both because the truth about them has never been
publicly told, and because this conflict in California was a
prototype of the later conflict in Kansas, having many points
of resemblance, and having been prosecuted by similar, and
some of the same, characters.

After a journey of some three months, fragments of the
Boston party began to arrive in California, and a small
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detachment, including Dr. Robinson, stopped on Bear Creek
for the purpose of washing out the precious metal. Af-
ter some two weeks, Sacramento City was visited for sup-
plies. Here, at the junction of the Sacramento and American
rivers, seemed to be the head of navigation for shipping of
all kinds, and a prosperous town was destined to grow up.
Meals, consisting of meat and bread, were selling at from
seventy-five cents to one dollar and a half each, and lodg-
ings in proportion. It was apparent that more gold could
be procured at Sacramento at such prices than on Bear
Creek, and a partnership was soon formed and an eating-
house opened. As mining at this time was confined to the
bars in the creeks and rivers, as soon as the rainy season set
in these bars were covered with water, and the miners sought
the towns for winter quarters. During this season, in 1849,
in the absence of vegetables and variety of food, many emi-
grants were on the sick list, and had to be cared for by
the more fortunate or suffer and die alone in their tents or
cabins. These tents, shanties, and cabins, were scattered
over the unoccupied lands in and around Sacramento, and
the proprietors of the Boston party eating-house furnished
both food and medicine to many of these unfortunates. In
the midst of this rainy season three men, including the
Doctor, were passing along the levee between the Slough
near I street and the river, when they met ‘a pretended
sheriff and posse well charged with whiskey. Curiosity
caused the three men to stop and watch proceedings. The
posse went directly to a structure of logs and canvas, where
was a sick man who had been fed and nursed by the Doctor
for several days. This man was ruthlessly hauled from his
shelter, and the logs and canvas leveled with the ground.
One of the three watchers exclaimed, “ That is a damned
outrage,” and the others joined in the exclamation. It was
then and there the movement commenced that culminated
in the squatter riot of the next year. These three men,
entire strangers to each other, resolved that such proceed-
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ing should be reported to the people. Accordingly, it was
decided to advertise a meeting to be held on the levee
in front of a ship’s galley lying near I street. A cord
of wood was procured to furnish light, and “dodgers”
about six inches square were printed and posted all over the
place, on wagons, mules, and things movable and immova-
ble. It was decided that the oldest of the three men should
preside at the meeting, and that the Doctor should prepare
and present resolutions. The time for the meeting came,
and with it apparently the entire population of the city.
The cord of wood was set on fire and the older man
mounted the galley as president of the meeting. He was
small in stature and small in voice, and seemed incapable of
preserving order. The speculators and their friends monopo-
lized the speech-making till the Doctor, who was unaccus-
tomed to public speaking, found that modesty must be
ignored or the squatters’ cause would be lost. After sev-
eral speculators had spoken he made his way to the stand,
and prefaced his resolution with an account of the situation
and a statement of what he had witnessed. He then read
the following preamble and resolution:

‘‘ Whereas, the land in California is presumed to be public land,
therefore,

‘“ Resolved, That we will protect any settler in the possession of land
to the extent of one lot in the city, and one hundred and sixty acres in
the country, till a valid title shall be shown for it.”

This resolution was received with great enthusiasm. The
crowd, which had listened to the speculators’ harangues in
silence, now went wild with excitement. No one could
doubt the direction of the wind now, and men in abundance
were found ready to endorse the resolution. This was the
first move, and this the platform that remained the platform
throughout the conflict. Before adjourning, steps were
taken for a permanent organization, of which the Doctor
was chosen president. Was there occasion or excuse for
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this movement? California had been acquired from Mexico
by treaty, which respected all previous acts of the Mexican
government relative to the occupying and ownership of the
land. Under Mexican rule, governors of provinces, mayors
of cities, and justices of the peace were authorized to issue
grants of land subject to approval by the general govern-
ment. In this way numerous grants had been made by the
Governor of California, and one of eleven leagues to Cap-
tain Sutter. These grants were often loosely defined, and
the boundaries could be made to cover many times the
amount called for in the grant. At this time, when the
squatters were organized, no grant to Captain Sutter had
been seen by any one, and the boundaries were unknown,
but title was claimed under it from the Three Peaks, some
seventy miles north of Sacramento, to some unknown dis-
tance south of the town. It also extended from the “rivers
to the ends of the earth,” so far as known, east and west.
No man could settle upon any part of this vast tract without
being assailed by some pretended claimant under Sutter.
Captain Sutter was a genial, generous old gentleman from
Sweden, and, on account of his early settlement, was an im-
portant character, socially and otherwise. He was made
much of, and of course must be treated to some drink by
each new visitor. As it would be uncivil to decline one
unless all were declined, and as he was not a teetotaler, he
must drink with everybody. As he was unequal to the task
of drinking everybody drunk in detail, everybody was sure
to drink him drunk on every visit to the city. When in this
condition he was very generous, and would sign almost any
paper presented to him. In this way deeds were obtained
at will by the unscrupulous speculators till the whole north-
ern part of the State seemingly had been covered. Josiah
Royce, in the Owverland Monthly for September, 1885, on
page 227, says:

‘“In 1848, when the gold-seekers began to come, Sutter began to
lose his wits. One of the pioneer statements in Mr. Bancroft’s collection
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says rather severely that the distinguished Captain thenceforth signed
‘ any paper that was brought to him.” At all events, he behaved in as
unbusiness-like a fashion as could well be expected, and the result was
that when his affairs came in later years to more complete settlement,
it was found that he had deeded away, not merely more land than he
actually owned, but, if I mistake not, more land than even he himself
had supposed himself to own. All this led not only himself into embar-
rassments, but other people with him; and to arrange with justice the
final survey of his Alvarado grant proved in later years one of the most
perplexing problems of the United States District and Supreme Courts.”

At this time California was not admitted into the Union,
and there was no law except the old Mexican code that was
recognized by the United States. The Mexican local law
was ignored, as no officers existed to enforce it. A consti-
tution had been adopted and so-called laws made under it,
and it was such laws as these that were resorted to by the
speculators to eject settlers from all northern California,
claimed to be covered by Sutter’s grant. At first no pre-
tense of legal process was deemed necessary. The poor
settler, who had erected his shanty or tent on some unoccu-
pied land, would be visited by some person who would de-
mand possession, purchase-money, or blackmail. Many
who wanted no trouble would leave without further notice.
But such as failed to heed the warning would soon be visited
by the pretended sheriff and posse. He would make quick
work and oust the intruder. The squatters’ organization,
when completed, played havoc with such ejectments. Either
the president or some member of that association would
happen at the place of ejectment and seriously interfere with
the programme. The speculators, finding this game blocked,
concluded to send for the Sutter title, in accordance with
the demand of the squatters’ platform. A certified copy
was procured from the archives of Mexico and read to a
large meeting called for the purpose of hearing it. But,
unfortunately for the speculators, the boundaries of this pre-
tended grant were fatally defective. The third and fourth
sections of this grant read as follows:
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‘“ 3d. The land of which donation is made to him is of the extent of
eleven sitios da gauado major, as exhibited in the sketch annexed to the
proceedings, without including the lands overflowed by the swelling and
current of the rivers. It is bounded on the north by los 7res Picas
(three summits) and the 39° 41/ 45'/ of north latitude; on the east by the
borders of the Rio de las Plumas (Feather River); on the south by the
parallel 38° 49’ 32" of north latitude; and on the west by the river
Sacramento.

‘“ 4th. When this property shall be confirmed unto him, he shall
petition the proper judge to give him possession of the land, in order
that it may be measured, agreeably to ordinance, the surplus thereof
remaining for the benefit of the nation, for convenient purposes.
Therefore I order that this title being held as firm and valid, that the
same be entered in the proper book, and that these proceedings be
transmitted to the excellent Departmental Assembly.”

Here are natural boundaries which would seem conclusive.
On the north by the Three Peaks, about sixty or seventy
miles north of Sacramento, on the east by the Feather River,
on the west by the Sacramento River, and on the south by a
parallel of latitude near the junction of those rivers, about
twenty miles north of Sacramento. Besides, it expressly
excludes land overflowed by the rivers, and Sacramento was
under from two to six feet of water for four or six weeks.
This document, of course, confirmed the squatters in their
determination to stand by each other. But the fight was not
abandoned by the speculators. Although they had no law or
equity on their side, they proposed to rely upon a pretense of
law, or the legal machine. They evidently supposed that
squatters would know no difference between pretense and
reality, and proceeded accordingly. As a posse with nothing
behind it would work no longer, something else must be tried.
The first agency appealed to was the City Council, in Decem-
ber, 1849. An ordinance was passed directing certain im-
provements to be removed from city lots occupied by squat-
ters, says the Sacramento Directory of 1853, and a posse of
several hundred men under the city marshal started out on
their mission. The president of the squatters’ association,
however, met them at their first job, and informed them that
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their authority to meddle with private property was not
recognized by his association, and if they touched that
property they must kill at least one person then and have a
reckoning with the whole squatters’ association afterwards.
This was more than had been expected, and, although the
little deputy marshal, who was charged to the muzzle with
whiskey, cried “ Shoot the scoundrel,” no shooting was done,
and the marshal with his posse retired to report to head-
quarters. Finding that this form of law wouldn’t frighten
squatters and blood must be shed, some more impressive
form must be invented. This was easily done. The State
Legislature, so called, although no recognition of the State
had been made by Congress, passed an act concerning forci-
ble entry and detainer, with the express purpose of meeting
the difficulty of settling possession without passing upon title
in a United States court. As the justice could have no
jurisdiction where the question of title was raised, the squat-
ters repudiated this form of law, as in every case the squatter
was in peaceable possession, and no right to possession in
the claimant could be shown except by offsetting actual pos-
session with title. This was accordingly done, notwithstand-
ing the protests of the settlers. Sutter’s title was pleaded in
every case, decided valid, and judgment rendered against
the squatter. He could appeal to the Probate Court by
giving bonds for the satisfaction of the judgment. Also the
bondsmen must be land-holders. No others would be taken.
In the spring the president was absent several weeks in the
mines, seeking a proper site for a sawmill, shipped around
the Horn by his brother. During his absence the specula-
tors were very busy with suits, ordinances, and organiza-
tions. Mr. Royce, on page 238 of the Overiand Monthly,
describes the situation as follows :

‘“ To this act [Forcible Entry and Detainer] some of the land-owners
of Sacramento now appealed for help. Moreover, as they were in
control of the city council, they proceeded to pass, amid the furious
protests of the squatters, a municipal ordinance, forbidding any one to
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erect tents, or shanties, or houses, or to heap lumber or other encum-
brances, upon any vacant lot belonging to a private person, or upon any
public street. The land-owners also formed a ‘ Law and Order Asso-
ciation,’ and printed in the papers a notice of their intention to defend
to the last their property underthe Sutter title. They began to drill
companies of militia. A few personal encounters took place in various
vacant lots, where owners tried to prevent the erection of fences or
shanties. Various processes were served upon squatters, and executed.
The squatter association itself plainly suffered a good deal from the
internal jealousies or from the mutual indifference of its members.
Only the ardor of Dr. Robinson prevented an utter failure of its or-
ganization long before the crisis. In the latter part of June, and for
some time in July, the movement fell into the backgrouud of public
attention.”

On his return, in July, the Doctor found great discourage-
ment among the squatters. Suits were innumerable, and
bondsmen were used up. The speculators would try no
appealed case, that a legal decision might be reached in a
United States court, but evidently intended to worry out the
squatters in the justice courts. Under these circumstances
bondsmen must be had or this line of defense abandoned.
Noticing that the squatters who offered themselves as bail
uniformly claimed that, although land-holders, their title was
a squatter’s title, a new move was made. The Doctor staked
off several blocks of land in the outskirts of the city, put a
large tent upon them and moved in. At the next trial he
offered himself as bail. Being questioned as to his title, he
simply said it was as good as there was in the city. After a
long time spent in trying in vain to get from him that his
title was a squatter’s title, the prosecutor objected. But the
justice said the bondsman claimed as good a title as there
was in the city, and, as he could not try titles, he must
accept the claim. On being questioned as to the value of
the land, it was placed at $100,000. This put an end to
justices’ trials, as it was found bail could be given indefi-
nitely. Next came a trial of an appealed case before Judge
Willis, the Probate judge. This case, of course, was decided
against the squatters, and an appeal asked to the District
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Court, hoping to get from that court to a United States court.
An appeal was denied, however, and the crisis forced. It
was now evident, if the squatters acquiesced in this proceed-
ing and allowed ejectment to-be had under the circum-
stances, their fight was ended. But this issue was foreseen
from the first, and some were ready to meet it, but not
many. In the Sacramento Directory for 1853, this case is
given as follows:

‘‘ The defendant appealed from this decision to the County Court,
and on the 8th of August, 18350, the case came for hearing before Judge
Willis, of the above tribunal. The defendant at this trial was assisted
by McKune, Tweed, and Aldrich. Defendants moved for a nonsuit,
on the ground that the Recorder’s Court had no jurisdiction over the
case. The plea was taken into consideration, but by the consent of the
parties the case was submitted upon its merits. The claim of title from
Sutter being offered by plaintiffs, defendant objected, and the objection
was taken under advisement, which resulted in the court overruling the
objection. The case was then argued, and the following day judgment
was rendered, sustaining the decision of the inferior court.

‘“ The defendant then asked to appeal to the Supreme Court, but
there being no law at that time to sustain the appeal, the motion was
overruled. During the proceedings of this trial both parties became
excited to the utmost degree, and the squatters as a body declared
against the restoration of the property pursuant to the judgment of the
courts.” 4

What occurred after the decision is thus described in the
Owverland Monthly, page 240:

‘“ They rushed from the court to excited meetings outside, and spread
abroad the news that Judge Willis had not only decided against them,
but had decided that from him there was no appeal. Woe to such laws
and to such judges! The law betrays us. We will appeal to the
Higher Law. The processes of the courts shall not be served.

““ Dr. Robinson was not uncqual to the emergency. At once he
sent out notices, calling a mass meeting of ‘ squatters and others inter-
ested,’ to take place the same evening, August 1oth. It was Saturday,
and when night came a large crowd of squatters, of land-owners, and of
idlers had gathered. The traditional leisure of Saturday night made a
great part of the assembly as cheerful as it was eager for novelty and
interested in this affair. Great numbers were there simply to see fair
play; and this general public, in their characteristically American good- .
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humor, were quite unwilling to recognize any sort of seriousness in the
occasion. These jolly on-lookers interrupted the squatter orators, called
for E. J. C. Kewen and Sam Brannan as representatives of the land-
owners, listened to them a while, interrupted them when the thing grew
tedious, and enjoyed the utter confusion that for the time reigned on
the platform. At length the crowd were ready for Dr. Robinson and
his inevitable resolutions. Ie, for his part, was serious enough. He
had been a moderate man, he said, but the timie for moderation was
past. He was ready to have his corpse left on his own bit of land, ere
he would yield his rights. Then he read his resolutions, which suffi-
ciently denounced Judge Willis and the laws; and thereafter he called
for the sense of the meeting. Dissenting voices rang out, but the reso-
lutions received a loud affirmative vote, and were declared carried. The
regular business of the meeting was now done; but for a long time yet
various ambitious speakers mounted the platform and sought to address
the crowd, which amused itself by roaring at them, or by watching them
pushed from their high place.

““Next day Dr. Robinson was early at work, drawing up in his
own way a manifesto to express the sense of his party. It was a very
able and reckless document. Robinson had found an unanswerable
fashion of stating the ground for devotion to the Higher Law, as op-
posed to State law.”

The following is substantially the manifesto issued :

“TO THE PEOPLE OF SACRAMENTO CITY.

‘“ It is well known that a few individuals have seized upon nearly all
the arable public lands in this county, and the following are some of the
means they have resorted to, in order to retain the property thus taken:

‘“ First. They have used brute force and torn down the buildings of
the settlers, and driven them from their homes by riotous mobs.

‘“ Second. They have used threats of violence, even to the taking of
life, if the occupant or settler persisted in defending his property, and
thus extorted from the timid their rightful possessions.

““ Third. They have passed or procured the passage of certain rules
in the so-called Legislature of California, for the purpose, as their attor-
neys affirm, of protecting themselves and removing the settlers from the
land they may occupy whether right or wrong—thus settling the ques-
tion of title in an assumed legislative body, which question can alone be
settled by the Supreme Government of the United States.

““ Fourth. Under said legislative regulations, by them called Zzws,
they have continually harassed the settler with suits, and in many in-
stances compelled him to abandon his home for want of the means to
pay the costs of their courts. Many others have paid these costs with
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the hope of carrying their cause through these so-called courts to the
proper tribunal for final decision, viz.: the Supreme Court of the United
States.

‘‘ But these hopes were vain, for Judge Willis, so-called, has decided
that from Ais decision there is no appeal.

“ And now, inasmuch as the so-called Legislature is not recognized
by Congress, and their rules and regulations not approved, and are
therefore of no binding force upon the citizens of the United States, but
simply advisory, and inasmuch as the so-called law of ‘Forcible Entry
and Detainer,” if passed for the purpose affirmed by their council,
namely, to drive off settlers, with or without title, is unconstitutional,
and would be in any State; the people in this community called settlers,
and others who are friends of justice and humanity, in consideration of
the above, have determined to disregard all decisions of our courts in
land cases and all summonses or executions by the sheriff, constable, or
other officer of the present county or city touching this matter. They
will regard the said officers as private citizens, as in the eyes of the
Constitution they are, and hold them accountable accordingly. And,
moreover, if there is no other appeal from Judge Willis, the settlers and
others, on the first show of violence to their persons or property, either
by the sheriff or other person, under color of any execution or writ of
restitution, based on any judgment or decree of any court in this county,
in an action to recover possession of land, have deliberately resolved to
appeal o arms and protect their sacred rights, if need be, with their
lives.

‘‘ Should such be rendered necessary by the acts of the sheriff or
others, the settlers will be governed by martial law. All property, and
the persons of such as do not engage in the contest, will be sacredly
regarded and protected by them, whether land-holders or otherwise, but
the property and lives of those who take the field against them will
share the fate of war.”

As it was understood that the sheriff would take possession
of the property in dispute on Monday morning, several
squatters were on hand to protect it. The situation and
spirit of the movement is described in a letter found in the
Doctor’s tent, and published in the papers of the day. It
is as follows:

‘‘ August 12, 1850.—Although I have written one letter, yet, as I
have been called upon by circumstances to remain in town, and as I

have a little leisure, I will talk with you a little, my dear S. Since
writing you, we have seen much and experienced much of a serious and
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important character, as well as much of excitement. The county judge,
before whom our cases were brought, decided against us, and on Satur-
day morning declared that from his decision there should be 70 agpeal.
The squatters immediately collected on the ground in dispute, and
posted, on large bills, the following: ‘OUTRAGE !!! Shall Judge
Willis be dictator ? Squatters, and all other republicans, are invited to
meet on the Levee this evening, to hear the details.” It was responded
to by both parties, and the speculators, as aforetime, attempted to talk
against time, etc. On the passage of a series of resolutions presented
by your humble servant, there were about three ayes to one nay, al-
though the 77anscript said they were about equal. Sunday morning I
drew up a manifesto—carried it with me to the church—paid one dollar
for preaching—helped them sing—showed it to a lawyer to see if my
position was correct, /gally, and procured the printing of it in hand-
bills and in the paper, after presenting it to a private meeting of citizens
for their approval, which I addressed at some length. After a long
talk for the purpose of consoling a gentleman just in from the plains,
and who the day before had buried his wife, whom he loved most ten-
derly, and a few days previous to that had lost his son, I threw myself
upon my blankets and ‘ anxiously thought of the morrow.’

‘“What will be the result ? Shall I be borne out in my position?
On whom can I depend ? How many of those who are squatters will
come out if there is a prospect of a fight ? Will the sheriff take pos-
session, as he has promised, before 10 o’clock A.M.? How many
speculators will fight 2 Have I distinctly defined our position in the
bill 2 Will the world, the universe and God say it is just ?—etc., etc.,
etc. 'Will you call me rash if I tell you that I took these steps to this
point when I could get but twenty-five men to pledge themselves on
paper to sustain me, and many of them, I felt, were timid ? Such was
the case.

““'This morning I was early on my feet, silently and quietly visiting
my friends, collecting arms, etc. Our manifesto appeared in the paper
and in bills early, and the whole town is aroused. Nothing is thought
or talked of but war. About two hundred men assembled on the dis-
puted territory, and most of them sympathized with ns. A few, how-
ever, were spies. We chose our commander, and enrolled such as were
willing and ready to lay down their lives, if need be, in the cause.
About fifty names could be obtained. I managed, by speeches, busi-
ness, etc., to keep the spectators and fighters mingled in a mass, all
unarmed, so as to let no one know but all were men of vao7, and ready
to fight. While thus engaged, the mayor appeared and addressed us
from his saddle—not ordering us to disperse, but advising us to do so.
I replied, most respectfully, that we were assembled to injure no one,
and to assail no one who left us alone. 'We were on our own property,
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with no hostile intention while unmolested. After he left I, with
others, was appointed a committee to wait upon him at his office, and
state distinctly our positions, etc., so that there could be no possibility
of mistake. He said he should use his influence as an individual to
keep any one from destroying our property, and told us the sheriff had
just told him that the executions from the court had been postponed.
We returned, and after reporting, and making some further arrangement
for another meeting if necessary, we adjourned. I told the mayor we
should not remain together if no attempt was to be made to execute
their warrants, but I told him if in the meantime a sheriff or any other
person molested a squatter, we should hold him responsible, according
to our proclamation. From this position we could not be driven, al-
though we knew it was in violation of the regulations of the State.
We were prepared to abide the result.

‘It is said that a writ is made out for my arrest, as a rebel, etc. If
s0, it will not probably be served at present.”

No sooner had the squatters left the property in dispute,
than the sheriff, contrary to the assurances given by the
mayor, appeared, removed the furniture and property of the
owner, and placed a keeper in charge. Also he arrested
some of the squatters and placed them on the prison ship.
Thus another step had been taken. 1f the premises should
be permitted to remain with the officers, the speculators
would be victorious, as all other cases would take the same
course. But, should the squatters retake this property in
defiance of the so-called officer, nothing would be gained by
the suit. It would have to be tried over again, de novo, as
the lawyers say, or the squatters tried for contempt of court.
As these courts, like the justice of the peace who fined a
man in the street for contempt, were alt and at all times ob-
jects of contempt, they would not be likely to resort to this
remedy. But something must be done. It was now the
squatters’ turn to act. Leading squatters avoided arrest
during the day, and a meeting was held at the Doctor’s tent
at night. Here the situation was fully discussed and a plan
of procedure adopted. All were to meet early the next
morning under an oak tree in the outskirts of the city and
march to the disputed property and retake it. Maloney, a
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soldier in the Mexican war, was to be military leader. To
avoid arrest, he and the Doctor went some six miles into the
country and stopped over night at Maloney’s claim. Early
in the morning the two rode to the place of rendezvous, but
found not a solitary squatter. They immediately started
out to rally their forces. Evidently the courage that mani-
fested itself so defiantly at squatter meetings, with no enemy
in sight, had all oozed out of these brave men. Some of
the loudest, and apparently the boldest, were found in bed
trembling like aspen leaves. At length, after a search of
some four or five hours, fifteen men, all told, were mustered.
These were drilled for a short time by Captain Maloney be-
fore starting on their errand. The martial spirit took pos-
session of Maloney and he wanted to ride the Doctor’s
cream-colored horse. A gentleman just in from crossing
the plains, sympathized with the movement, and lent the
Doctor his Colt’s six-shooter rifle. The only swearing in
was an oath to obey orders of the commander, or be shot as
a penalty. Thus, after devoting the afternoon of one day
and nearly the whole night, and the forenoon of the next
day, an army of fifteen men, armed and equipped, was ready
to carry into effect the resolution adopted soon after the sick
man was dragged from his shelter and left exposed to the
elements, eight months before. When the order was given,
“ Forward, march ! ” it was high noon of a very hot day. The
squatter army of fourteen men and one commander marched
in a solid column, seven abreast, down N street, with all the
circumstance of grim-visaged war. The house of A. M.
Winn, former president of the City Council, was on the line
of march, and, unfortunately, Captain Maloney had a bitter
grudge against this ex-president. As the house was ap-
proached, Maloney turned upon his horse and said he would
order this house destroyed. The Doctor at once denounced
such a proceeding as fatal to the success of the squatter
movement. The Captain apparently abandoned his purpose,
but, when directly opposite the house, he turned again and
4
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said, “ We will never have a better time,” and was about to
give his order. The Doctor sprang forward, rifle in hand,
and told him if he opened his mouth to order the destruction
of that property he would blow his brains out. This seemed
to stagger the Captain. Here was a private in the ranks
who, not fifteen minutes before, had taken an oath to obey
his orders or be shot, now, coming forward, rifle in hand,
and threatening to blow his brains out if he issued an order.
But he apparently made a merit of necessity and again
moved on, saying he would give the order when he came
back. At this exhibition of lack of comprehension of the
issue involved, and the work to be done, the Doctor was
greatly disturbed. To act on the defensive in protecting the
houses of peaceable settlers against the most arrogant usurpa-
tion and oppression was one thing, but to take the offensive,
destroy private property, where a school was in session, and
which was in no way connected with questions involved,
was quite another. In the first case the sympathies of all
good people would be enlisted, while in the second men and
women of all classes would unite to put down the vandals.
Evidently, this Maloney did not see, or, if he saw it, his
passions upset his judgment.

At length the house in controversy was reached, at the
corner of N and Second streets. The keeper placed in
charge by the sheriff was absent, and nothing remained to
do but take formal possession and replace the furniture and
property in the house where it belonged. Fearing Maloney
would be uncontrollable if he should return by the ex-presi-
dent’s house, the Doctor advised that a lot on I street should
be visited, where some lumber had been deposited from a
vessel without consulting the squatter claimant. This would
take the squatters out of town by another route. I street
was accordingly visited, but, as the owner of the lumber had
no designs upon the lot, nothing was to be done. Soon
after the march was commenced, the sheriff and mayor
could be seen on horseback galloping in every direction to
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rally their friends to the rescue. As laboring people were
released from work for dinner, many of them from curiosity
joined the procession, which, by the time I street was reached
was numbered by the thousand. Some were armed with
rifles and shot-guns, and more with revolvers. The squatters
marched and carried themselves like veterans, never breaking
ranks or being disconcerted by the immense crowd at their
heels.

As nothing was to be done at the lot on I street, Maloney
was requested to march out of town on that street, as it was
but thinly settled, and no disturbances would be likely to
occur. He marched up I street to Third, when, to the
amazement of the Doctor, he turned and passed to J street,
the business street of the town. This was the home of the
saloons, gambling-houses, and rabble, as well as the business
places. Now the crowd of followers was increased im-
mensely, and composed of the most desperate characters as
well as of the curiosity-seekers. The march was up J street
to Fourth, where a turn was made to the south. The squat-
ters had but just turned the corner of J street and Fourth,
when a shout was raised and the mayor, sheriff, and their
adherents opened fire, doubtless contemplating a stampede
of the army of fifteen. But on the instant Maloney gave
the order to face about and fire. No one objected -to this
order, and it was promptly obeyed. No sooner was the fire
of the mayor’s crowd returned than all fled in hot haste.
In less time than it takes to record it, the space was cleared
in front of the squatters. As the mayor was on horseback,
he was a shining mark, and was badly wounded, losing one
arm. The city auditor, who had been very prominent and
offensive, was killed. One squatter also was killed in the
first encounter. After the crowd had fled, and while the
squatters were still in line, one man, named Harper, passed
up J street, and when opposite the Doctor, he suddenly
stopped and fired his revolver, the ball passing through the
Doctor’s body two inches below the heart. The Doctor
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then raised his rifle and returned the fire, the ball striking
the breast-bone of Harper and glancing off without entering
the body. The next the Doctor knew, after firing at Har-
per, he found himself upon the ground. How he got there,
or how long he had been there, he had no knowledge. On
looking about, he could see no human being, either squatter,
speculator, or spectator, and being thirsty, he crawled slowly
into an eating-house opposite where he lay. The inmates
were timid, and at first afraid to furnish the water craved.
Soon, however, some physicians made their appearance, and
he was placed upon a cot and well cared for. While in this
position, rapid firing was heard in the street or alley near
by, of short duration. It was soon reported that Captain
Maloney and his horse were killed. It was afterwards
learned that when all opponents had fled, the squatters
quietly separated, each going his own way, and while
Maloney was riding along the street the sheriff galloped up
and denounced him in most ungallant terms. Maloney,
although armed with no weapon except a saber, while the
sheriff was loaded down with revolvers, turned and pursued
his assailant, who led into a crowd of speculators well armed.
They at once opened fire, killing the horse, and planting
eighteen bullets in Maloney’s body. Soon after the accom-
plishment of this heroic deed, this pretended sheriff, covered
with sweat and glory, made his appearance at the eating-
house to arrest the Doctor and take him to the prison ship.
As at this time his wound was supposed to be mortal, and
there being no pulsation at the wrist the end might be near,
the physicians demurred and made the little dignitary wait.
However, reaction came on, the pulse at the wrist returned,
and in about three hours from the time of the encounter the
Doctor was removed to the prison ship. As he was carried
on the cot the whole city seemed to be on some of the
streets through which he passed. Sidewalks, verandas,
roofs, and everything that could hold a human being seemed
to be in requisition. Not a word was uttered in the hearing
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of the prisoner, and there was an anxious silence that could
be felt. On reaching the prison ship his brother, who had
accompanied him thus far, was turned away, and the prisoner
was placed in the forecastle. The only other occupant was
a violently insane foreigner who muttered in an unknown
language, beating the sides of the vessel with his head and
otherwise most of the time. Here the prisoner was left until
late the next morning, evidently with no expectation on the
part of the officials of any other trouble than that of a
burial.

The effect upon the town of this encounter is thus de-
scribed by Mr. Royece, in Overland Monthly, page 243:

‘“ Like a lightning flash the battle ecame and was done. The array
of the squatters melted away like a mist when the two leaders were seen
to fall ; the eonfused mass of the citizens, shocked and awe-stricken when
they were not terrified, waited no longer on the field than others, but
scattered wildly. A few moments later, when Dr. Stillman returned
with his shot-gun, which, on the first firing, he had gone but half a
block to get, the street was quite empty of armed men. Ile waited for
some time to see any one in aathority. At length Lieutenant-Governor
McDougal appeared, riding at full speed, ‘ his face very pale.’

“““Get all the armed men you can,” he said, ‘and rendezvous at
Fowler’s hotel.’

““‘T went to the place designated,” says Dr. Stillman, ‘ and there
found a few men, who had got an old iron ship's gun, mounted on a
wooden truck; to its axles was fastened a long dray pole. The gun
was loaded with a lot of scrap iron. 1 wanted to know where Mec-
Dougal was; we expected him to take the command and die with us. I
inquired of Mrs. McDougal, who was stopping at the hotel, what had
become of her husband. She said he had gone to San Francisco for
assistance. Indeed, he was on his way to the steamer Senafor when I
saw him, and he left his horse on the bank of the river.’

“In such swift, dream-like transformations the experiences of the
rest of the day passed by. Rumors were countless. The squatters
had gone out of the city; they would soon return. They were seven
hundred strong. They meant vengeance. They would fire the eity.
Yes, they already had fired the city, although nobody knew where.
No one conld foresee the end of the struggle. The city had been de-
clared under martial law. Everybody must come out. The whole
force of the State would dounbtless be needed. If the squatters failed
now, they would go to the mines, and arouse the whole population
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there. One would have to fight all the miners as well. Such things
flew from mouth to mouth; such reports the Senafor carried to San
Francisco, with the pale-faced Lieutenant-Governor.”

When the speculators found that the squatters proposed
to live up to their manifesto, and act only on the defensive,
the panic began to subside. But some thought it a good

“ opportunity to make an end of squatters and squatterism
altogether. The military leader had been riddled with bul-
lets, and the civil leader was mortally wounded in the hold
of the prison ship. Who now would dare stand out against
the Sutter grant? The daily papers were filled with glorifi-
cation over the situation, and various officials and others
were brevetted for wonderful deeds of valor. Especially
was the little red-headed sheriff a marvel as a strategist and
hero-general. These panegyrics were too much for so small
a man, and he began to thirst for more blood and glory.
The second day he rallied a posse and started into the
country, some seven or eight miles, to arrest ‘“old man
Allen,” as he was called. This man was a stalwart squatter,
over six feet in height, from Missouri. He had a claim that
somebody wanted, and he must go. It is true he was some
seven or eight miles from the Sacramento River, and Sut-
ter’s grant was but one league wide, but that was immaterial ;
his grant was as valid in one place as another if a claim was
made under it. On arriving at its destination, the sheriff's
posse was divided into three squads, one for the front and
one for each end of the house, while the rear was covered
by the American River. The bold sheriff commanded the
front squad, and marched up to the front door. When
Allen, who was caring for his sick wife, who died in the
mélée, came to the door, his surrender was demanded. But
he understood this game, and surrendered the contents of his
shot-gun instead of himself. This quieted this brave officer
effectually, and the posse took him back to town. Several
shots were fired at Allen, but he escaped into the American
River in the rear of his house. Two men in the house were
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killed. When the posse left, Allen left his hiding-place and
went to the mines. On the return of this posse with the
dead body of its leader, the music was pitched in a new key.
The city, which, according to Mr. Royce, “ was never safer,
as a whole, than a few hours after the fatal meeting at the
corner of Fourth and J streets,” was again all excitement.
This same writer, on page 245, says:

‘“ The city was not reassured by the news of the sheriff’s death. In
the unlighted streets of the frightened place, the alarm was sounded by
the returning party about nine o’clock. Of course, invasion and fire
were expected. The militia companies turned out, detailed patrolling
parties, and then ordered the streets cleared. The danger was immi-
nent that the defenders of the law would pass the night in shooting one
another by mistake in the darkness ; but this was happily avoided. The
families in the town were, of course, terribly excited. ‘The ladies,’
says Dr. Stillman, ‘ were nearly frightened out of their wits; but we
assured them that they had nothing to fear—that we were devoted
to their service, and wereready to die at their feet. Being thus as-
sured, they all retired into their cozy little cottages, and securely bolted
the doors.” Morning came, bringing with it the steamer from San
Francisco. Lieutenant-Governor McDougal was on board. He felt
seriously the responsibilities of his position, and accordingly went to
bed, sick with the cares of office. In the city Sam Brannan and others
talked mightily of law, order, and blood. There were, however, no
more battles to fight. In a few days, quiet was restored; people were
ashamed of their alarm. Squatters confined themselves to meeting in
the mining districts and in Marysville, to savage manifestoes, and to
wordy war from a distance, with sullen submission near home. The
real war was done. A tacit consent to drop the subject was soon no-
ticeable in the community. Men said that the law must be enforced,
and meanwhile determined to speak no ill of the dead. There was a
decided sense, also, of common guilt. The community had sinned and
snffered. And soon the cholera, and then the winter, ‘ closed the
autumn scene.” ”’

The reader will notice a wonderful change in this extract
from the mighty talk of ‘““law, order, and blood,” by Brannan
and others, to the statement that immediately followed,
namely: “ There were, however, no more battles to fight.
In a few days quiet was restored. * * * A tacit con-
sent to drop the subject was soon noticeable in the com-
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munity.” But why was the subject dropped? This seems
to be a most lame and impotent conclusion of a great war
in which the speculators, according to this and other writers,
were victorious. The reasons for this sudden termination
of hostilities and apparent change of front, the speculators
and their defenders do not care to give, and they cannot be
censured for the omission. But they should be given for
the benefit of the historian. After the dead sheriff was
brought into town, the keeper of the prison ship visited his
squatter prisoner and reported what had happened. He
said the sheriff went out to arrest “ old man Allen,” and the
latter shot him dead. He seemed much excited and exas-
perated that any man should have the temerity to defend
himself in that way. The prisoner ventured to inquire after
the squatters. ‘“ Where were they and what were they do-
ing?” ‘Squatters,” said the keeper, “ they are annihilated,
or will be as fast as found.” This reply caused an invisible
and incredulous smile on the part of the prisoner, but noth-
ing more was said.

About the second night after this transaction, the keeper
again visited his prisoner, still greatly excited, but in another
way. He now came to ask a favor. He said word had
come from the mines that the miners had resolved to visit
Sacramento, rescue the prisoners, and sack the town, if
another squatter was disturbed or the prisoners were ill-
treated. To prevent any further trouble, would the prisoner
be so kind as to authorize him to send word to the miners
that he, the prisoner, did not want to be rescued. This
would quiet the town, which was very much excited. The
prisoner said, while he had no desire for a rescue, he had no
word to send to the miners or other partics. They must act
as they thought best. Here was a new song, with a very
different tune from the one sung two nights before. It was
afterwards reported that old man Allen reached a mining
camp the next day, after killing the sheriff, while the miners
were at dinner. He was hatless and coatless, and covered
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with mud and blood from head to foot. In this plight he
told the story of the squatter riot and of his encounter with
the sheriff. It is needless to say that here was the inspira-
tion for the resolution to destroy the town if such proceed-
ings did not cease. Two men were sent as spies from the
speculators to see if Allen could be arrested. Naturally,
their report was unfavorable.

Also, the visiting militia may have had something to do
with the sudden change in the atmosphere at Sacramento.
The company that came up from San Francisco called in a
body upon the prisoner, in his forecastle, and after standing
about the cot for a few moments, an officer whispered in the
ear of the prisoner that he and his friends had nothing to
fear from them, as they had investigated the matter and
approved of the course the squatters had taken. Under all
the circumstances, it is not surprising that ‘““a tacit consent
to drop the subject was soon noticeable in the community,”
and that there was also “a decided sense of common guilt”
on the part of the speculators. Mr. Royce says, while there
were meetings and manifestoes in the mines, “there was
sullen submission near home.” The platform of the squat-
ters from first to last was protection to the occupant of land
in possession of the same till title should be shown, and
when all opposition to this possession ceased the war was
over. As soon as all attempts ceased to get possession of
land under forcible entry and detainer laws, and bogus acts
of bogus city councils, there was nothing more to be done.
The squatters had obtained all they ever demanded.

In order to make it appear that the speculators gained a
great victory, and the squatters snffered a corresponding
defeat, writers have deemed it necessary to misstate the issue.
Instead of being the simple preamble and resolution adopted
at the first squatters’ meeting, namely, “ Whereas the land
in California is presumed to be public land, therefore, re-
solved, that we will protect any settler in the possession of
land to the extent of one lot in the city and one hundred
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and sixty acres in the country, till a valid title shall be shown
for it,” the writers would make it appear that the squatters
were agrarians, transcendentalists, higher-law men, and im-
practicable visionaries. A few quotations from Mr. Royce,
in Overland Monthly, will illustrate the general method of
treating the issue:

‘‘ Providence is known to be opposed to every form of oppression ;
and grabbing eleven leagues of land is a great oppression. And so the
worthlessness of Mexican land titles is evident.

‘“ Of course, the squatters would have disclaimed very generally so
naked a statement as this of their position. But when we read in one
squatter’s card that ‘ surely Sutter’s grant does not entitle to a mo-
nopoly of all the lands in California, which were purchased by the treas-
ure of the whole nation, and by no small amount of the best blood that
ever coursed or ran through American veins,” the same writer's formal
assurance that Sutter ought to have his eleven leagues whenever they
can be found and duly surveyed cannot blind us to the true spirit of the
argument. YWhat has this ‘ best blood’ to do with the Sutter grant ?
The connection in the writer’s mind is only too obvious. He means
that the ‘ best blood’ won for us a right to harass great land-owners.
In another of these expressions of squatter opinion I have found the
assertion that the land speculators stand on a supposed old Mexican
legal right of such as themselves to take up the whole territory of Cali-
fornia, in sections of eleven leagues each, by some sort of Mexican pre-
emption. If a squatter persists in understanding the land-owner’s
position in this way, his contempt for it is as natural as his wilful deter-
mination to make game of all native Californian claims is obvious.
* * * A member, who has already been quoted, wrote to the Placer
Zimes that, * with the Sutter men there has been and is now money and
power, and some of them are improving every opportunity to trouble
and oppress the peaccable, hard-working, order-loving, and law-abiding
settler, which, in the absence of the mass of the people in the mines
they do with comparative impunity.” The italics are his own. The
letter concluded with an assurance that the settlers were organized to
maintain what ‘ country, nature, and God’ had given to them. The
mention of the ‘ absence of the people in the mines’ is very character-
istic of the purposes of the squatters; and the reference to ‘ country,
nature, and God’ illustrates once more the spirit of the movement.
* * * The movement was plainly an agrarian and ultra-American
movement, opposed to all great land-owners, and especially to all these
Mexican grantees.

““ The appeal quoted above, to ‘ nature, country, and God,’ is also, as

R ——

B S e



FALSE ISSUE. 59

I have said, characteristic of the spirit of the movement. The writer
of the letter in question is very probably no other than the distinguished
squatter leader, Dr. Charles Robinson himself, a man to whom the
movement seems to have owed nearly all its ability. And when we
speak of Dr. Robinson, we have to do with no insignificant dema-
gogue or anprincipled advocate of wickedness, but with a high-minded
and conscientious man, who chanced just then to be in the devil’s serv-
ice, but who served the devil honestly, thoughtfully, and, so far as he
could, dutifully, believing him to be an angel of light. This future
Free-Soil Governor of Kansas, this cautious, clear-headed, and vigorous
anti-slavery champion of the troublous days before the war, who has
since survived so many bitter quarrels with old foes and old friends, to
enjoy, now at last, his peaceful age at his home in Lawrence, Kansas,
is not a man of whom one may speak with contempt, however serious
his error in Sacramento may seem. He was a proper hero for this
tragic comedy, and ‘ nature, country, and God’ were his guiding ideals.
Only you must understand the character that these slightly vague ideals
seem to have assumed in his mind. He was a new-comer of ’49, and
hailed from Fitchburg, Massachusetts. e was a college graduate, had
studied medicine, had afterwards rebelled against the technicalities of
the code of his local association, and had become an independent prac-
titioner. His friends and interests, as his whole subsequent career
showed, were with the party of the cultivated New England Radicals
of that day. And these cultivated Radicals of the anti-slavery genera-
tion, and especially of Massachusetts, were a type in which an impartial
posterity will take a huge delight; for they combined so characteristic-
ally shrewdness, insight, devoutness, vanity, idealism, and self-worship.
To speak of them, of course in the rough and as a mass, they were
usually believers in quite abstract ideals: men who knew how to meet
God ‘in the bush’ whenever they wanted, and so avoided him in the
mart and the crowded street; men who had  dwelt cheek by jowl, since
the day’ they were ‘ born, with the Infinite Soul,” and whose relations
with him were like those of any man with his own private property.
This Infinite that they worshipped was, however, in his relations to
the rest of the world too often rather abstract, a Dewus absconditus, who
was as remote from the imperfections and absurdities of the individual
laws and processes of human society as he was near to the heart of his
chosen worshippers. From him they got a so-called Higher Law. As
it was ideal, and, like its author, very abstract, it was far above the
erring laws of men, and it therefore relieved its obedient servants from
all entangling earthly allegiances. If the Constitution upon which our
sinful national existence depended, and upon which our only hope of
better things also depended, was contradicted by this Higher Law, then
the Constitution was a ‘ league with hell,” and anybody could set up for
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himself, and he and the Infinite might carry on a government of their
own. * * * Well, Dr. Robinson, also, had evidently learned much,
in his own way, from teachers of this school. The complex and weari-
some details of Spanish law plainly do not interest him, since he is at home
in the divine Higher Law. Concrete rights of rapacious land speculators
in Sacramento are unworthy of the attention of one who sees so clearly
into the abstract right of man. God is not in the Sutter grant, that is
plain. It is the mission of the squatters to introduce the divine justice
into California; no absurd justice that depends upon erroneous lines of
latitude, and establishments at New Helvetia, and other like blundering
details of dark Spanish days, but the justice that can be expressed in
grand abstract formulz, and that will hear of no less arbiter than the
United States Supreme Court at the very nearest, and is quite independ-
ent of local courts and processes.

‘“ For the rest, Dr. Robinson added to his idealism the aforesaid
Yankee shrewdness, and to his trust in God considerable ingenuity in
raising funds to keep the squatter association at work. He wrote well
and spoke well. He was thoroughly in earnest, and his motives seem
to me above any -suspicion of personal greed. He made out of this
squatter movement a thing of real power, and was, for the time, a very
dangerous man.

““ Thus led and moved, the squatter association might easily have
become the centre of a general revolutionary movement of the sort
above described.”

The reader who has followed this narration thus far can
estimate this wild, extravagant language at its true value,
without further comment. It is plain the only higher law
the squatters were after was the law of the United States,
and the decision of a legal tribunal. This law and decision
the speculators said should not be had, hence the conflict.
Mr. Royce says the Supreme Court was a long way off, and
to wait for its decision would work great hardship to the
claimants under the grant. But where would be the greater
hardship? This grant was sufficiently elastic to cover all
northern California, and was used to enable a few men, with
quit-claim or other deeds from Captain Sutter, to levy tribute
upon every person of the many thousand who might want
to settle in the country. If the claimants could not wait for
a legal adjustment, how could the hordes of destitute people
wait that were pouring in from the Eastern States? If the
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title should prove valid, the grantees would lose nothing.
Even should the entire tract of eleven leagues be densely
populated by thriving cities, it would only enhance the value
of the grant a thousand-fold, while, should the land in ques-
tion be not covered by the grant, the cormorants would have
robbed every occupant of hard-earned money, never to be
returned. Thus a valid claimant would lose nothing by
waiting for the courts, even the highest court, while the
squatter would lose all he might pay for a bogus title at the
hands of a bogus claimant or speculator.

When the prisoner had partially recovered, he and his two
companions were taken before a so-called magistrate and
formally committed on a charge of murder and other crimes.
The District Court, so-called, soon met at Sacramento, and
the grand jury found true bills, one for murder, two for
assault with intent to kill, and one for conspiracy. Soon
after the finding of these bills the three prisoners were taken
into court to plead to the indictment.

One of the attorneys employed to defend the squatters
was Mr. Tweed, formerly of Florida. As the time ap-
proached for the election of members of the Legislature, he
paid his client a visit on the prison ship, and engaged in a
political discussion. He advocated the division of California
into two States, one to be a slave State. This, he argued,
would tend to allay the excitement in the country and pre-
vent any attempt at a dissolution of the Union. He said
there was a movement in this direction in California, thoiugh
not as yet public. He desired the opinion of his client upon
such a proposition. His client answered that he was opposed
to slavery from conviction of its injustice, and could not
favor its extension. Not many days after this, the attorney
appeared again. This time he reported that he had learned
that some parties proposed to support the prisoner for an
election to the Legislature, and he advised that he should
decline to be a candidate. This he did as attorney, for the .
good of his client. To allow his name to be used in that
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connection would prejudice his case in the courts. The
prisoner at length informed his counsel that he had nothing
to do with outside matters, and if the courts were disposed
to hang him because some people chose to vote for him,
they could do so. He was not inclined to interfere. The
prisoner, by putting the two visits together, understood
plainly that slavery extension to southern California was in
issue, and that his attorney opposed his being a candidate
solely because of his opposition to slavery.

After this, when the squatters called for a new manifesto
for a campaign document, the prisoner furnished one which
made a clear and brief statement of the situation, charging
upon the speculators murder in the first degree, and placing
the squatters in the position of defenders of their natural and
constitutional rights. This manifesto was printed in the
form of a poster and distributed throughout the county.
Not a speech was made in this canvass, the manifesto told
the whole story. The papers denounced the manifesto in
the wildest and bitterest terms, saying that * these men who
sleep nightly with halters about their necks have the audacity
to charge the citizens of Sacramento with murder,” etc., etc.
Notwithstanding this bitter opposition of the press, pro-
slavery men, and speculators, Mr. Royce, in the Overland
Monthly, would make it appear that this election went by
default and by general consent of all parties. On page 246,
he says:

‘‘ As nowadays we elect a displaced university professor to the super-
intendency of public instruction’ just to give him a fair chance to do
good to the university, so then it was felt by some good-natured
folk reasonable to elect Dr. Robinson to the Legislature, not because
people believed wholly in his ideas, but because his services merited
attention. At all events, in a district of Sacramento County, Dr.
Robinson’s friends managed, with the connivance of certain optimists,
to give him a seat in the Assembly, that late ‘ advisory’ body, whose
* rules,’ before the admission of the State, he had so ardently despised.
The State was admitted now, and Dr. Robinson cheerfully undertook
his share of legislation.”

S e e N R s o



LEGISLATIVE ACTION. P 63

Soon after his election the prisoner was admitted to bail,
and became one of the editors of a new paper called the
Settlers' and Miners' Tribune. He was thus employed till
the meeting of the ILegislature, when he took his seat in that
body. Here came to the front the slavery extension ques-
tion. The Whigs had nominated for Senator, in place of
Fremont, who drew the short term, T. Butler King, of
Georgia, and the Democrats had nominated Judge Heyden-
felt, of Alabama, both in favor of a division of California.
Fremont alone of the candidates was opposed to this divis-
ion, and, although the proprietor of a large land grant, the
squatter supported him. Some twelve to fifteen others
joined him, and holding the balance between the Whigs and
Democrats, defeated the election for that session. The anti-
slavery squatters approved of the course taken, while a few
pro-slavery squatters were offended. At the next session the
anti-slavery sentiment was so strong as to elect a Northern
man, Mr. Weller from Ohio, and the question was effectually
disposed of.

A law was passed at this session of the Legislature which
quieted all illegal proceedings in land controversies, and all
parties had to await the decision of the proper tribunals. A
change of venue was had in the squatter cases to Benicia,
but, after the session of the Legislature, the prisoners were
discharged for want of prosecution. The prosecuting attor-
ney would neither proceed with the trial nor enter a no/le,
and the court turned the prisoners loose.

The Overland Monthly, pages 245 and 246 says:

‘““ Dr. Robinson, indeed, was in little danger from his indictments
when once the heat of battle had cooled. He was felt to be a man of
mark ; the popular ends had been gained in his defeat; the legal evidence
against him was like the chips of drift-wood in a little eddy of this
changing torrent of California life. With its little horde of drift, the
eddy soon vanished in the immeasurable flood.  After a change of venue
to a bay county, and after a few months’ postponement, the cloud of
indictments melted away like the last cloud flake of our rainy season.
Nolle pros. was entered and the hero was free.”
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From the squatters’ standpoint, Dr. Robinson, though
wounded, was not beaten. The squatters gained their cause.
Neither was the failure to prosecute because of a lack of
evidence. That was abundant, but, unfortunately for the
speculators, it would convict them instead of Robinson.
The manifesto before election distinctly indicted them for
murder, and gave the evidence. The papers admitted the
indictment, and the election of Robinson was the verdict of
Sacramento County of guilty as charged. The Legislature
while in session volunteered, while the prisoner was sick and
without his knowledge, to pass a joint resolution through
both houses instructing the prosecuting attorney to zolle the
case, to be vetoed, however, by the brave Lieutenant and
Acting Governor McDougal, who fled down the river when
the mayor was shot, and went to bed sick when the sheriff
was killed. This joint resolution was a verdict by the whole
State against the speculators of guilty of murder in the first
degree. Of course, under such circumstances, they would
be very glad if not only the evidence but the recollection of
the squatter riots, would float ‘““like drift-wood in a little
eddy ” to oblivion.

When the speculators found they could no longer settle a
grant to eleven leagues of land in a justice’s court, a case
was brought in a court that had jurisdiction in such matters,
which finally reached the Supreme Court, the “ higher law ”
of the squatters. The disposition made of Sutter’s grant by
this court can be found in the Supreme Court reports. What
reasoning was adopted in order to locate a grant of land
bounded on the east by the Feather River so as to cover
the town of Sacramento, it is not easy to understand. It is
evident that there was some difficulty in the case, for Mr.
Royce says, on page 227, “ To arrange with justice the final
survey of his Alvarado grant proved in later years one of the
most perplexing problems of the United States District and
Supreme Courts.” It must have been difficult to locate a
grant bounded on the north by the Three Peaks, on the east
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by Feather River, on the south by the 380 49’ 32’/ parallel
of latitude, and on the west by the Sacramento River, by
boundaries given in Captain Sutter’s quit-claim deeds for
lands in and about Sacramento. A layman cannot under-
stand what business the court had with any boundaries
except such as were given by Alvarado. If the grant had
boundaries, natural, plain, and unmistakable, Sutter’s deeds
could not change them; but if it had no such boundaries it
was null and void. Many things in court decisions are too
high for common people, and past finding out by them.

And poor old Captain Sutter, in whose name and for
whose pretended benefit the suit was brought and carried to
the Supreme Court, what became of his rights, his profits,
and himself? Finding he was being defrauded by these
claimants under his grant, he employed counsel to defeat
them in despoiling him of his rightful possessions through
the agency of the Supreme Court.

A fugitive newspaper clipping describes his condition,.
when the speculators had done with him, as follows:

‘“ A sad story is that of General Sutter, a man noted for benevolence,.
but now reduced to poverty. The first gold found in California was
discovered in the race of his mill, and soon thousands of squatters had
‘ prospected’ upon his possessions. With a hand open as the day to
melting charity, he relieved the wants of all. We are told that the
aged patriarch, guileless as a child, and totally wanting in commercial
tact, unsuspectingly confided his secrets, his business, even his property,
to any one who by an affectation of interest, or hypocritical show of
assistance, offered himself to his friendship. One after another his
broad acres slipped from his grasp; he placed his affairs in the hands
of an agent who deceived, deluded, and robbed him of hard dollars;
his property dwindled down to merely a tithe of what it had been, and
the old man’s sorrows were heavy upon him. In this condition he put
a farm, his sole remaining support, into the hands of his son, who
proved worse even than strangers, and robbed him of his last posses-
sion. He is now reduced to all but begging, but waiting the decision
of some commissions in respect to a land claim.”

o



CHAPTER IV.

SITUATION IN THE EAST.—ELI THAYER AND HIS ASSOCIATES.
SETTLEMENT OF LAWRENCE.—CLAIM CONTROVERSIES.

IN the winter and spring of 1854, while the Kansas-Ne-
braska bill was pending in Congress, Massachusetts espe-
cially was greatly moved. The agitation of the slavery
question had disturbed the people, including churches and
political parties, for several years, till the old order of things
had been nearly broken up. Come-outers were distracting
the churches, and Know-Nothings and Free-Soilers were
playing havoc with political parties. Hunker Whigs and
Bourbon Democrats seemed to be the only land-marks re-
maining of the olden time, and now their peace was greatly
endangered. If the sacred compromises were to go down
before the advance of the slave power, by the votes of mem-
bers of their own parties, what hope would there be for such
parties in Massachusetts in the future? The no-Union abo-
litionists were in high feather, as their claim of no hope for
the slave within the Union seemed about to be vindicated.
But, in the midst of all the excitement and confusion, a ray
of hope appeared. One man had the temerity to prophesy
that what was intended for evil should result in good; that
the legislation which was intended to extend slavery indefi-
nitely should be used to abolish that institution absolutely.
He began to preach his new gospel, and all eyes were turned
upon him. At first all seemed incredulous. Who was this
man that hoped to stem the tide of slavery, to change the
current of events, and to abolish that great iniquity by the
very machinery that had been invented to make it perpetual
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and universal. The president of the first squatters’ associa-
tion in California was now returned to Massachusetts. He
had traversed the goodly land about to be blighted, and
earnestly hoped that it might be saved to freedom. He had
talked and written about its good qualities, and was watch-
ing eagerly for information about this daring man—this
David who seemed ready to challenge single-handed the
Goliath of slavery. At length, to satisfy himself fully, to
see of what material this man was made, whether he was a
mere agitator, or a man who had convictions for which he
would risk his life if necessary, the squatter attended one of
his Boston meetings. Taking a back seat, the stranger paid
the closest attention to the proceedings, and reached the
conclusion that this was no counterfeit, but a true man who
would meet any crisis without flinching. Evidently, here
was a crusader who had thoroughly digested his plan, and
had implicit confidence both in himself and in his scheme.
No man could listen to him without partaking of his spirit,
neither could any person, after listening, entertain any doubts
of the feasibility of his plan, or of his ability to put it in suc-
cessful operation. This man, of course, was Eli Thayer;
for there was but one such in the nation. When, therefore,
Mr. Thayer, with Amos A. Lawrence and J. M. S. Williams,
trustees, in June, 18354, sent for the writer to meet them at
Boston for the purpose of carrying this plan into execution,
he could not refuse any duty that might be assigned him.
No other evidence was needed of the inspiration of Mr.
Thayer than the fact that he could impart his inspiration to
other people of all classes and conditions. At one of his
meetings J. M. S. Williams became inspired and subscribed
$10,000 for the cause, and at another time Charles Francis
Adams subscribed $25,000. Also W. M. Evarts was taken
with the infection and subscribed one-fourth of all he was
worth, or $1000. = Mr. Thayer enlisted in his work the most
conservative as well as the most radical, the richest and the
poorest, the highest and lowest. Among those his inspiration
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infected was Amos A. Lawrence. Mr. Lawrence was a con-
servative of the conservatives, a Hunker, as he chose to call
himself, yet no man had greater enthusiasm or worked more
persistently and earnestly than he from first to last.  His great
wealth, and greater influence, were thrown into the cause
without reserve. No man in the nation stood higher finan-
cially, socially, or as a philanthropist, and with his name
associated with the movement as treasurer, no man, however
conservative, was afraid to endorse and aid the enterprise.
Securing such men as Mr. Lawrence, Mr. Williams, Dr.
Cabot, Rev. Mr. Hale, and others like them, Mr. Thayer could
well afford to entrust the finances and details to them, while
he preached the crusade among the people, and imbued the
churches, the mechanics, the farmers, and laborers with his
spirit, till men should be found to take possession of the land
in conflict—men of conviction, and men who would die, if
need be, in defense of their convictions.

Henry Wilson says of Mr. Thayer's work, in his “ Rise
and Fall of the Slave Power,” Vol. I1., page 465, as follows:

“To this work Mr. Thayer devoted himself with tireless
energy and unceasing effort.  Fully impressed with the idea
that the free States had the power to secure in this way
freedom to the Territories, he travelled sixty thousand miles,
and made hundreds of speeches enunciating these views, and
calling upon the people to join in this grand crusade.”

The effect of Mr. Thayer’s speeches may be learned from
a report of his speech at Cambridge, as found in the C/ron-
icle of November 22, 1850, as follows:

““ After Professor Hedrick’s remarks, it was a relief when the broad,
calm brow of Mr. Thayer loomed up before us. We were requested
not to report his speech, and shall therefore only speak of it in general
terms. It was more even than we had hoped for, and, whether consid-
ered as a speech or as an argument, was a powcrful effort.  Such deep
penetration into and entire grasp of his subject; such an aptness of
expression, and illustration, we seldom find. The views he took have
not been presented by the press or public speakers—they are new to
the people; but unquestionably sound, as they are hopeful to freedom;
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and as he presented them we cannot doubt that they were convincing
to his audience.”

On arriving in Boston, in answer to the call of the trustees,
Dr. Robinson found them in the office of the Emigrant Aid
Company, with Dr. T. H. Webb, their very efficient secre-
tary. Here the whole question of emigration to Kansas was
discussed, ending with a carte blanche commission to the
Doctor to visit the Territory and arrange for its settlement.
Mr. Lawrence advanced the money for the expenses of the
journey from his personal funds, and gave a letter of credit
on a merchant of St. Louis for $200. It was arranged that
a young lawyer of Holyoke, C. H. Branscomb, should join
Dr. Robinson at Springfield and accompany him. Instead
of following the route of the Boston party on their trip to
California in 1849, by canal and steamboat, the route was
taken through Chicago to St. Louis. Here a steamer was
taken for Kansas City. As the boat passed Jefferson City,
on the 4th of July, it took on board several men of note in
political circles, as the Legislature had adjourned for the
holiday. These men possessed many of the characteristics
of the speculators of Sacramento in 1849 and 1850, and
their threats and swagger about driving Northern men from
Kansas had a familiar sound to one person, who was a list-
ener rather than a talker. The Emigrant Aid Company re-
ceived a large share of their attention, not excepting Eli
Thayer, for whose head a liberal reward would be given.
It was fully proclaimed that no anti-slavery man should be
permitted to settle in the Territory, and all Northern men
were anti-slavery, or abolitionists. On landing at Kansas
City, it was found to be greatly improved since the spring of
1849. Some substantial buildings had been erected and the
population greatly increased. Here were found, beside the
noisy pro-slavery advocates, several quiet, civil, and accom-
modating business men. The Gillis House was a substantial
brick structure, in charge of Gaius Jenkins, a most excellent
man and obliging landlord. Also, here were Mr. Conant, a
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merchant of the highest merit, and Mr. Riddlesbarger with
his commodious warehouse. All these gentlemen welcomed
Free-State men with as much cordiality as pro-slavery, and
some of.them with more. One of the most genial and pub-
lic-spirited citizens to be found in any community was Dr.
Lykins, who was familiar with the situation, within and with-
out the Territory, with the Indian tribes and reservations, as
well as with the lands opened to settlement by Indian treaties.
Mr. Gillis and Dr. Troost were also prominent figures in the
community, and most agreeable gentlemen. Knowing that
Kansas City was likely to become the gateway to the vast
regions beyond, and that emigrants from the East must land
at this point, terms were procured for the purchase of the
Gillis House and of a tract of land where later was built the
Union Depot. The hotel was purchased by the company,
but the land declined. Mr. Thayer was favorable to this
purchase, as he would have the enterprise self-supporting,
but other members were in the movement purely from
motives of patriotism and philanthropy. Had this land been
purchased, as recommended by the agent, its value would
now be beyond computation. At this time treaties had been
" made with the Delaware tribe of Indians for disposing of
some of their lands, but they were to be sold to the highest
bidder, and were not to be opened for pre-emption. The
Shawnee treaty, not yet complete, would open to pre-emp-
tion their lands west of the diminished reservation, which
extended about thirty miles west of the Missouri State line,
though these had not yet been surveyed. These lands, lying
along the Kansas River on the south side, were the most
eligible for settlement outside of Indian reservations. To
learn the situation definitely, Branscomb and Robinson sep-
arated at Kansas City, the first going up the Kansas River
to Fort Riley, and the other up the Missouri to Fort Leaven-
worth. Although the lands on the Missouri were not open
to pre-emption, some surveyors were found at work laying
off a town at the present site of Leavenworth City. On re-

Sy V.
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turning to Kansas City, Robinson found a letter informing
him that the first party of emigrants from Boston was about
to start for Kansas, and directing him to meet it at St. Louis,
which he did. A letter was given to him directing him to
return to Boston as soon as this party should be taken to the
Territory. As Mr. Branscomb would return to Kansas City
from his trip to Fort Riley before the party could reach that
point, a letter was forwarded to him to look after the emi-
grants, and Robinson started East to obey the summons.
When the party arrived at Kansas City it met not only Mr.
"Branscomb, but Colonel Blood, of Wisconsin, who had been
employed by Mr. Lawrence to visit the Territory. He had
much experience in new settlements and understood the pre-
emption laws. His account of the arrival and settlement of
this party is given in the Lawrence Journral of January 12,
1891, as follows:

“In August of that year (1854), when the first party of
Eastern immigrants arrived at Kansas City, Mr. Branscomb
and I were both there. We had considerable consultation
about where they should locate. Mr. Branscomb appeared
very anxious that they should settle upon the Wyandotte
reservation. In fact, he advocated that idea so earnestly
that he induced a committee, representing the party of set-
tlers, to go the next day with us to see Abelard Guthrie, ‘a
squaw man,” who offered his protection and assistance, and
proposed to allow us to lay out a town, and make a landing
on the Missouri River. But as that country was then an
Indian reservation, no white men were allowed to settle or
reside there without permission of the United States Govern-
ment ; the committee concluded that the scheme was imprac-
ticable. I think the committee that went with us over into
the Wyandotte country was composed of D. R. Anthony,
now of Leavenworth, Samuel F. Tappan, now residing at
Washington, and A. H. Mallory, now at Leadyville, Colorado,
or Dr. Harrington. As I had obtained information that
the Shawnee Indians had ceded their reservation south of
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the Kansas River, except a tract extending thirty miles west
of the State of Missouri, and that the portion ceded was
suitable for settlement, and the most available, the party de-
cided to come up here. Mr. Branscomb came with them.
I also came along on horseback, in company with a gentle-
man by the name of Cobb. The night before arriving here
the party went into camp at the Blue Jacket crossing of the
Wakarusa. Mr. Cobb and I stopped for the night at Dr.
Still’s, a short distance east of the crossing. The next morn-
ing I rode to the top of Blue Mound, from there crossing
the Wakarusa at Blanton’s Ford, arrived some time in the
forenoon on the hill where the University now stands, find-
ing the party there pitching their tents and unloading their
wagons. I met Mr. Branscomb there that day. He in-
formed me that he had bought a claim of a Mr. Stearns, and
had agreed to pay him $500 for it, and that Mr. Wade had
a claim some distance up the river that he offered to sell for
$1000, and he, Mr. Branscomb, advised and urged me to
buy it. I replied that I regarded the buying of claims at
that time as impolitic. Soon after, I think the next day, Mr.
Branscomb left here for the East, and did not return here
that year, nor for a long time after. * * * T was in
Kansas City when the second party arrived there in Septem-
ber, in charge of Charles Robinson and S. C. Pomeroy.
After consultation, they decided to come up here. On arriv-
ing here, we found a part of the first party still living in tents
on the hill. Most of them that remained here had taken
farm claims in the vicinity. We came down to the river,
and after viewing the location, they decided to locate and
lay out the town. Governor Robinson pitched his tent near
the bank of the river, near where the jail now stands. Soon
after a survey of the town was made, a town company or as-
sociation was organized, and the town given a name, Law-
rence. I believe the foregoing to be a correct statement of
events that occurred relating to the selection of the town
site. Governor Robinson and some one or two hundred
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others who came with him remained here and engaged in
the erection of buildings, founding the city.”

With all the bluster and demonstrations from the South,
and all the disadvantages under which the Free-State men
would be placed, it required men of no little firmness to en-
list as pioneers in the crusade. In a paper read by me be-
fore the “ Old Settlers’” meeting at Emporia, September 18,
1889, this reference to them is made:

‘“ Many looked upon Eli Thayer as mad, and his pro_]ect
as madness. Who could be found to go to Kansas with the
certainty of meeting a hostile greeting of revolvers, bowie-
knives, and all the desperadoes of the border? But the in-
spired prophet, who clearly saw the end from the beginning,
had no doubts or misgivings, and obstacles which would have
disheartened another man, were only incentives to greater
efforts and more implicit faith in his plan. At length, after
great labor, a party of twenty-nine men, who were willing to
take their lives in their hands, went to Kansas in July, 1854.
These men were regarded with as much interest as would be
a like number of gladiators about to enter into deadly con-
flict with wild beasts, or with each other. Hundreds of people
gathered to bid them a final farewell, and ovations greeted
them at all principal points between Boston and Chicago.
But their example was contagious, and, as they were not
slaughtered on their arrival in Kansas, other parties soon fol-
lowed, as well as men without parties, from all the Northern
States.”

The agitation relative to taking possession of Kansas was
by no means confined to the East. It extended to every
State in the Union with more or less violence. Neither were
the members of the first Eastern party the first Free-State
men to enter upon the field of battle. As before stated,
such men as S. N. Wood, J. A.Wakefield, Rev. Mr. Ferril, and
others were on the ground when this party reached its des-
tination, but no men or party of men had attracted so much
attention, either at the North or at the South, and they were
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the focus of all eyes watching the struggle of the giants, free-
dom and slavery, about to commence on Kansas soil. The
names of this party will go down the ages as the names of
men who dared begin a conflict against great odds. To
single out individuals would seem invidious. Few are still
living. D. R. Anthony, brother of Susan B. Anthony, who
came with the party but returned East till 1857,1s a fit
specimen of the material required to beat back the black
waves of slavery from Kansas. He was and is and ever
will be irrepressible. No cause espoused by him from con-
viction will be relinquished while his life remains. The same
may be said of such men as S. F. Tappan, Ferdinand Fuller,
J. F. Morgan, G. W. Goss, and, in short, of the whole party.
S. N. Wood also, from Ohio, who preceded the party, was
a man without fear. Colonel D. R. Anthony, in introducing
Colonel Wood at the quarter-centennial celebration, said:

“Thirty years ago I rode from Lawrence to Kansas City
with a gentleman who is now in this house. At Westport
we stopped at what might now be called a saloon, and took
a drink—of water—and watered our horses. On the wall
of this saloon was a poster, offering $rooo reward for Eli
Thayer, the founder of the New England Emigrant Aid Com-
pany, dead or alive. We asked what they would do with
Eli Thayer if they had him; the reply was that he would be
hanged. This gentleman who was with me stepped up and
said: ‘I am Eli Thayer. Proceed to hang.’ He was not
hanged, but 1 have the honor this evening of introducing him
to you. He was one of the truest of the pioneers in the
great struggle. His name is a household word ; he is better
known as ‘Sam Wood.””

The second party sent out under the auspices of the
Emigrant Aid Company left Boston August 29, 1854, arriv-
ing at Kansas City September 6th, and was accompanied by
S. C. Pomeroy, financial agent, and Charles Robinson, resi-
dent agent, of the company. This party went to Lawrence,
formed a union with the first party, and began the settlement
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of the town, which was surveyed and platted by A. D. Searl,
under the direction of a committee of which Robinson was
chairman. No sooner had definite arrangements been made
for a permanent settlement at Lawrence than the conflict
began in earnest. The first act in the drama was to be the
ejectment of all Free-State men on a pretense of prior claims
to the land. The plot of this play was the same as of that
at Sacramento, under Sutter’s grant, with only a change of
scenery. As several of the Free-State settlers at Lawrence
had more or less prominent parts in that play, they were at
home in this.

On or before the passage of the bill opening the Territory
to settlement, pro-slavery men from Missouri rushed over
the line, marked trees, and drove stakes in every direction.
No claim could be taken by a Free-State man to which a
pro-slavery man could not be found to assert a prior claim.
It was the Sacramento game over again, with squatter’s
title instead of Sutter’s deeds. Neither left an acre of un-
claimed land for the dona fide settler. Colonel S. N.
Wood, in his quarter-centennial speech at Topeka, said:
““No sooner was Kansas opened to settlement than the
minions of the slave power swarmed across the border, seem-
ingly determined to occupy the whole Territory. Leaven-
worth, Atchison, Kickapoo, Iowa Point, Doniphan, and
other places were occupied. These were the pioneers of
the slave power.”

Andreas, in his history, page 83, says: “The influx of
Missourians into Kansas occurred immediately after the
passage of the territorial act; indeed, prior to its final pas-
sage the best of the lands ceded by the tribes had been spot-
ted and marked for pre-emption by residents of Missouri.
This occupation was made with undue haste, and against
the protests of the Indians whose time of occupancy under
the treaties was yet unexpired. * * * The ubiquitous citi-
zens, having homes in Missouri and squatter’s claims in the
adjoining territory, promptly organized defensively against
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the possible encroachments of the expected and hated emi-
grants from the North.”
Colonel Wood, in his speech at Topeka, said :

‘“The pro-slavery men from Missouri had met in Kansas and
adopted a code of squatter laws, and the whole Territory seemed staked
into claims. They had a register of claims, with an office at Westport,
Missouri. One law of this remarkable code provided that Nebraska
was for the North and Kansas for the South. One provision was,
that every white-livered abolitionist who dared to set foot in Kansas
should be hung; and, that there might be no mistake, they added,

S
* Every man north of Mason and Dixon’s line is an abolitionist.””’

Andreas gives resolutions of squatter conventions and
newspaper extracts on page 83, some of which follow. At
a meeting at Salt Creek Valley it was resolved:

‘“ That we recognize the institution of Slavery as always existing in
this Terrvitory, and recommend slave-holders to introduce their property
as early as possible.

‘‘ That we will afford protectxon to no abolitionists as settlers of
Kansas Territory.”

The Democratic Platform, Liberty, Missouri, June 8, 1854,
says:

‘“We learn from a gentleman lately from the Territory of Kansas
that a great many Missourians have already set their pegs in that
country, and are making arrangements to ‘ darken the atmosphere’
with their negroes. This is right. ILet every man thiat owns a negro
go there and settle, and our Northern brethren will be compelled to
hunt further north for a loeation.”

The Platte Argus, Missouri, has the following :

‘ Mormons—We are advised that the abolition societies of New
England are shipping their tools, at the publie expense, as Mormons,
ostensibly for Salt Lake, but that it is the real design of these worthies
to stop in Kansas Territory for the purpose of voting to establish a
free State and an underground railroad. We say, let the Mormons go
their way in peace to Utah, but if they remain in Kansas to inflict the
blighting curse of their principles upon the future policy of the country
—Ilet a Mormon war be declared forthwith.

‘“ Citizens of the West, of the South, and Illinois! stake out your
claims, and woe be to the abolitionist or Mormon who shall intrude
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upon it, or come within reach of your long and true rifles, or within
point-blank shot of your revolvers. Keep a sharp lookout lest some
dark night you shall see the flames curling from your houses or the
midnight philanthropist hurrying off your faithful servant.”

At a meeting held in Independence, Missouri, the senti-
ment of the people was expressed as follows:

““ Resolved, That we, without distinction of party, desire to act in
accordance with what is right and due, not only to interests of the
South, but likewise to interests of the North, and though knowing that
the North, through certain fanatics, has endeavored to dicfate to the
South, we yet wish to meet them as brothers and friends, and only ask
our rights as compromise, viz. :

““ That we, the South, be permitted peaceably to possess Kansas,
while the North, on the same privilege, be permitted to possess
Nebraska Territory.”

In some instances the organization of Northern emigra-
tion was pleaded as an excuse for such action. But at no time
had there been an attempt at the North to use other than
legitimate means in assisting emigration. There was no
employment of mercenaries, no defraying of expenses even,
and no discrimination on account of political or other views
the emigrant might entertain. A pro-slavery man had the
same facilities as a Free-State man. The same was true of
the settlements in the Territory. . A pro-slavery man was
entitled to all the rights, privileges, and immunities of the
most favored Free-State man. The truth seems to be that
the slave interest demanded Kansas, and it was to be secured
at all hazards, legally or illegally, and the plea of organized
Northern emigration was on a par with the plea of the specu-
lators in California, that the squatters were ‘ agrarians,”
“higher-law ”” men, bent on fighting all Mexican grants, right
or wrong. In both cases an outrage was determined upon,
and a false issue must be made to afford some excuse to the
world.

Besides the organization at Salt Creek Valley, other asso-
ciations were formed in different parts of the Territory, in
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the summer and fall of 1854, nearly all of which provided
for the protection of all settlers except abolitionists. As
Free-State settlers arrived in a nelghborhood, these restric-
tions would be voted out and all but actual settlers disfran-
chised. Such a meeting was held at B. W. Miller’s house,
on the California road, southwest of Lawrence. When the
pro-slavery non-residents failed to control the association,
they reported at Westport, Missouri, where an organization
could be perfected without opposition from the free-soil
squatters of Kansas. The name of this association, which
met at Miller’s, was ‘“ The Mutual Settlers’ Association of
Kansas Territory,” and it had for officers, a chief justice,
register, marshal, and treasurer. While it was contemplated
that all disputes would be settled by these courts, these were,
in fact, but little used, as they were far too formal and dila-
tory to meet most cases. As a rule, squatters settled their
disputes in person, appealing to no higher authority than
physical force or bluster. One man, who had played the
réle of “Bombastes Furioso ” in the squatter troubles in Cali-
fornia, although not at the fight, was for a time quite useful
in Kansas. When pro-slavery men would appear, if sur-
rounded by his friends, he would become furiously excited,
pulling off his coat and vest preparatory to a personal en-
counter. This would have the effect of inducing the pro-
slavery men to pass on. At length, however, some men
appeared who were not frightened by contortions or wind.
Bombastes raved and writhed as usual, but produced no
impression. The Missourians were rather amused than
frightened. Even the shedding of coat and vest had no
effect, and Bombastes had to call upon his friends to “hold
me,” and prevent a fatal encounter. This ended Furioso’s
career as bully, and he subsided.

The most serious and determined claim disputes were to
be found at Lawrence, in the fall of 1854 and winter of
1855. At this time Lawrence was the only Free-State town
of importance in the Territory, and, if possible, it must be
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obliterated. When the site was selected for a town, but one
settler, Mr. Stearns, occupied it, and his improvement and
claim were purchased by the agent of the Aid Company for
$c00, and the cabin converted into a store. Another settler,
A. B. Wade, was near the site on the west, but he retained
his claim, as it was not needed for the town. Hoswever,
soon after taking possession, other claimants appeared, and
insisted that the town should vacate for them. The most
belligerent of these claimants was John Baldwin. He estab-

lished himself within five or ten rods of the Stearns cabin

bought for the town, and asserted his right to one hundred
and sixty acres of land. He employed a young man named
C. W. Babcock as his attorney. As the lands had not yet
been surveyed, it was impossible to tell where section lines
would run, and the town company were disposed to act
strictly on the defensive. The managers were satisfied to
leave the question of title to the Land Office or the courts,
and it was immaterial how many persons set up claim to the
town site. Not so, however, with Baldwin and Company.
Although, if their claims were valid, the more occupants and
improvements the better for them, they determined to remove
all occupants and all improvements from their claims, which
covered, or would cover if heeded, nearly the whole territory
opened to settlement. While the motive that actuated pro-
slavery men was to forestall the Free-State settlers and pre-
vent them from getting a foothold in the Territory, some of
the claimants at Lawrence cared nothing for the slavery
question, but simply wanted to be bought off. They took
advantage for this purpose of the pro-slavery sentiment. A
town site was platted at Lawrence about two and one-half
miles by one and one-half miles, although, under the pre-
emption laws, but three hundred and twenty acres could be
held for town purposes. This made it necessary to hold the
excess by private entry, and men were assigned to different
parts of the plat for the purpose. The pro-slavery men, or
blackmail Free-State men, also laid claim to this land and
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would clear it of all comers. The agent of the Aid Com-
pany advocated the same policy as was adopted by the
squatters in California, namely, let each settler be protected
in occupancy till a legal decision could be had, and this
policy was adépted by the I'awrence town company. But
this would not answer the purposes of the contestants, for the
pro-slavery men were determined to prevent the settlement of
Free-State men, right or wrong, and the blackmailers knew
they had no case, and must get blackmail then or lose all.
The first conflict threatened by this state of things is de-
scribed in Andrea’s history, on pages 314 and 315, as follows

‘“ In the meantime Baldwin associated with himself Messrs. Babcock,
Stone, and Freeman, men of some means and influence, and put his
business into the hands of a speculator named Starr, who immediately
proceeded to lay out a rival city, which he named Excelsior, on the
claim; Mr. Baldwin and the Lawrence Association both occupying tents
upon it, in proof of ownership. The strife grew bitter, and although
purely one of conflicting property rights—the parties being nearly all
Free-State men—was represented, or misrepresented, to be a quarrel
between the pro-slavery men and abolitionists. Matters stood thus:
Mr. Baldwin occupying his tent and the Yankees scowling defiantly
at him across the ravine, until, on the 5th of October, notice was given
that open war was declared, by the appearance of a wagon containing
several armed men in the vicinity of the New England tent. Ilos-
tilities were commenced by a woman, a sister of Mr. Baldwin, it was
stated, who speedily packed the obnoxious tent with its contents
into the wagon—the men with their rifles standing guard. As soon as
they were discovered by the Yankees, who were at work in the neigh-
borhood, the city marshal, Joel Grover, rushed to the rescue unarmed,
followed by Edwin Bond with a revolver. The latter seized the horse
by the bridle, ordering the surrender of the property, and others com-
ing up, the intruders allowed the tent to be replaced, at the same time
threatening to have two hundred Missourians on the spot in a short
time, when their designs would be accomplished. That night the
Lawrence settlers organized what they called the ‘ Regulating Band,’
to be ready for the next day’s fray. Soon after dinner on the 6th, ‘the
Missourians,” by which name all Southerners opposed to the aims of
the Emigrant Aid Society were called, began to assemble in the neigh-
borhood of Baldwin’s tent, but open hostilities did not commence until
four o’clock P.M. when the gage of battle was hurled at the Yankees in
the shape of the following note:
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‘“ “ Kansas TERRITORY, October 6th.

“ “ DR. RoBINSON :—Yourself and friends are hereby notified that
you will have one-half hour to move the tent which you have on my
undisputed claim, and from this date desist from surveying on said
claim. If the tent is not méved within one-half hour, we shall take the
trouble to move the same. (Signed,)

: ‘““JoHN BALDWIN AND FRIENDS.’

‘“ The following pithy reply was instantly returned:

“To Jokn Baldwin and Friends.
“ “If you molest our property, you do it at your peril.
‘¢ C. RoBINsoN AND FRIENDS.””

E. D. Ladd, first acting postmaster of Lawrence, tells the
remainder of the story in a letter dated October 23, 18354,
and published in the Milwaukee Sensine/. He says:

““ Prior to the notice, they had assembled to the number of eighteen,
mounted and armed, at Baldwin’s, the aggrieved man’s tent, on the
claim, and about twenty rods from our camp. Upon the notice being
served, our men—those who were at work about and in the vicinity of
the camp—to the number of about thirty, stationed themselves about
ten rods from the contested tent, the enemy being about the same dis-
tance from it, the three occupying the angles of a right-angled triangle,
the tent being at the right angle. Subsequent to the notice, a consul-
tation was held at our position between Dr. Robinson and a delegate
from the enemy’s post, which ended on our part with the proposition of
Dr. Robinson—which proposition he had previously made, both to
Baldwin and his legal adviser, or rather speculator, who wished to
make a ‘ heap of money,” as the Missourians say, out of him—to sub-
mit the question in dispute to the arbitration of disinterested and un-
biased men, to the adjudication of the squatter courts now existing here,
or of the United States Courts, and on the part of the enemy by the
assurance that, at the termination of the notice, they should proceed at
all hazards to remove the tent, and if they fell in the attempt, our fate
would be sealed, our extermination certain, for three thousand, and if
necessary thirty thousand, men would immediately be raised in Mis-
souri to sweep us and our enterprise from the face of the earth. It was
all expressed, of course, in the Southwestern phrases, which I will not
attempt to give. The hour passed on, or rather the half-hour, and in
the meantime our military company, formed the evening before, went
through a variety of—I don’t want, out of respect for military science,
to call them  evolutions,” say we call them ‘ manifestations,” marching

and counter-marching, in single file and by platoors, in a manner not to
6
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be excelled in greenness by any greenhorns (in this business, I mean)
on the face of the globe, our captain himself being as green as the
greenest. General, I fear for your buttons eould you have seen them.
But there were strong arms and determined wills there. Had a man
laid a finger on that tent, he would have been sacrificed instantly, and
had another single offensive movement been made by one of them,
there would not have been a man left to tell the tale. Our company of
thirty men had about four hundred shots in hand, with their rifles and
revolvers, and they would have used them to the last extremity. They
had been annoyed by every means possible, and even tauntingly told to
their faces, a dozen of them together, that no Yankee, except Cilley,
ever dared to fire. Well, the half-hour passed, and another quarter,
the enemy in full view in consultation, occasionally making a movement
as if about to form in order for the execution of their threat, then seat-
ing themselves upon the ground for further consultation, perhaps
oceasioned by the ‘ manifestations ’ of our military. While thus wait-
ing, John Hutchinson asked Dr. Robinson what he would do if they
should attempt to remove the tent? would he fire to hit them, or would
he fire over them? Dr. Robinson replied that he ‘ would he ashamed
to fire at a man and not hit him.” Immediately after this reply, a man
who had been with the Free-State men, and till then supposed to be
one of them, went over to the other party, which soon after dispersed.
It was supposed at the time that the report of this spy brought the
‘war’ to an end for that day. After the band had mounted and dis-
persed, the principals and principal instigators avoided our neighbor-
hood. Some of the more honest dupes, however, seeing the absurdity
of their position, and the reasonableness of our proposition, riding up
to us had a social chat, cracking jokes, etc., and then rode off with the
determination formed, and more than half expressed, of never being
caught in so ridiculous a farce again.”

Although no three thousand or thirty thousand men made
their appearance after this bloodless war, the claimants were
by no means satisfied, and dire vengeance was threatened.
The report of the trouble was industriously circulated among
pro-slavery settlers far and near, and at length the following
call was issued:

“TERRITORIAL INDIGNATION MELETING.

‘“ We, the Sovereign people of Kansas Territory, are requested to
meet at Lawrence City, January 11, at 11 o’clock A.M., to adopt those
measures that will protect us from all moneyed associations or influ-
ences, also the tyramnical encroachments daily made by the Lawrence



“ HAWHAW ” CHAPMAN. 83

Association. On which occasion there will be speeches made to vin-
dicate the squatters’ rights of pre-emption, and the protection of his
claim until entered.

‘“ MANY CITIZENS.”

The following, taken from * Incidents of Early Times,”
by Hon. John Speer, in the Kansas Z7ibune, will convey
some idea of the quarrel and the character of the meeting to
consider the claim dispute :

‘“ We had several meetings, and had a good deal of bitterness at some
of them. There were fights and fusses all around. In Lawrence the
contest was a good deal between the ‘outsiders’ and the ‘insiders.’
The latter were the Lawrence Association, and the former * squatters’ who
were in opposition to it. These associations related to claims to the
town site, but as the town company was mostly Free-State men, it
necessarily arrayed all the pro-slavery element against it, which with
the property claimants in opposition made a strong force.

‘“ Several persons from slave States professed to be against slavery
in Kansas. They generally wanted a ‘ free white State.” Commotions
and fights and rumors of fights were frequent. A few Yankees wanted
to ‘ argue’ the matter, but the more they wanted to argue, the more
their opponents were bound to fight.

‘“ Among them came a man named Edward Chapman. He had a
hare-lip and a tied tongue, and he made the most of these deformities
by pretending that a bullet had passed through his mouth at the battle
of Buena Vista. He boasted of his blood, but it was found that all his
claim to superiority of blood was derived from having once been a groom
to a race-horse. From his defective pronunciation, and to distinguish
him from others of that name, he was called * Hawhaw’ Chapman. A
great man was Hawhaw. The mock-heroic of his composition was
only excelled by his cowardice, but he was the bravest man where there
was no enemy that we ever saw. They told a story of him that he was
consulting with a Free-State man with the greatest profession of Free-
Stateism, when suddenly a gang of armed pro-slavery ruffians rushed
upon them. The Free-State man jumped into a thicket out of sight,
but Hawhaw was headed off and he threw up his hands, exclaiming,
‘I’'m hro-hlavery, by ’od.” He cut down a cabin frame with an axe,
and was arrested and taken before Judge Lecompte at the Shawnee
Mission. His vandal spirit was a good deal broken, and we went his
bail for appearance and to keep the peace. He understood the bond
differently from ourselves, and wanted to keep a piece of the cabin he
had mutilated—in other words, to steal the house. He killed a man
with a club, but as it was a fight between two pro-slavery men, nobody
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ever took any other notice of it. Hawhaw was elected as a pro-slavery
man to the Legislature. He was great as a statesman, for he could
speak an hour without anybody knowing what he said.

‘“ Fortunately, a specimen of his style is perpetuated in print. A
great squatter meeting was held to denounce the Lawrence Association,
and Hawhaw presented his remarks and his resolutions in writing, and
as nobody could tell what he said, his resolutions were passed unani-
mously amid great pro-slavery enthusiasm. We quote from the Kansas
Tribune of January 24, 1855:

‘¢ Pursuant to the call, the squatters of Kansas Territory assembled
in large numbers, on the 11th day of January, 1853, and long before the
hour of meeting the streets were thronged with the multitude. We
had never before attended a meeting so boisterous and violent as this
one. There were five hundred persons present, all armed. Jones,
still living here, undertook to speak against G. W. Clarke on a claim
question. The stand was a store box, and Clarke ‘‘ went for him” in
the rear, sending him at least a rod over the heads of the crowd around
the stand. Revolvers were quickly hauled, and Clarke undertook to
shoct Governor Robinson.  Still there was no bloodshed.

‘““When Hawhaw’s printed proceedings came out, however, they
were too ridiculous to excite anything but merriment. When Robin-
son read them he merely remarked that he would rather be a ‘‘false
Belshazzar ” than a real one.’

“HAWHAW’S SPEECH.

‘¢ FELLOW-CITIZENS : The assemblage of the sovereign people on
this day, by a spontaneous impulse and for a common purpose, is a most
glorious spectacle. And we, too, friends and neighbors, are here
together. The toils and cares of our daily avocations are laid aside;
the disquietudes and strifes that vex our poor humanity shall be lost in
the mutual recognition of one grand sentiment. And the turbulent,
selfish interests here manifested for a period—under the overshadowing
spell of sectional influences, which gloom pervades the hearts of men,
whose actors upon the grand rostrum of the future, choose as their
talisman the sovereign ear whose compunction some slight affectionate
cares of every victim of the oppressor triumph as the idol of their vain
madness, and of their midnight orgies, which forever crush the rights
of this people.

‘“ “ We have been weak, now in justice we are strong—more imposing
than of forty centuries from the old pyramids—the intellectual and pro-
gressive years of self-government of a free people. = The fraternal influ-
ences—what are they? And why are we here this day?

‘¢ A handful of men on the western bank of the remotest tributary,



fPm—— T

MEETING OF SQUATTERS. 83

whose waters pay homage to the father of waters, and yet only in the
centre of this immense confederacy, whose shade is a refuge for all
nations of the earth, and the free breezes that unceasingly sweep
through the branches, over the silent sepulchres of those who fought
the good fight and proclaimed to the world to be a free, independent
and sovereign people. The seed which they planted with tremulous
apprehension are here this day, commingling their patriotic rebukes
against that mercenary morbidness which characterizes the Lawrence
Association as stock-jobbers and money-getters—men of exchanges and
coteries and self-interest—covered from head to foot with the leprosy
of materialism, until it shall submerge all opposition, by secret and
unjust invasions which from their first advent in Kansas Territory up
to the present is opulence, title, and despotism with civil feuds, dissev-
ering all fraternal affections. We, the sovereign squatters, proclaim
the manifesto of our absolute authority and an inexorable interdict to
every despotic invader upon our rights, secured and sanctified by the
Congress of the United States. ‘‘Thus far shalt thou go and no
farther.” We, the sovereign squatters, stand forth boldly upon our
commanding eminence—the highest law of the land.

‘““ Compromising the plighted faith of the Government that the land
we now occupy shall be onr future homes upon which eminence we this
day invite for the last.time the false Belshazzar who with restless gaze
views the dauntless energy which guides us to this grand consumma-
tion. If wrong in statements here made this day of your unjust inva-
sions, nerve the lost, mutilated, and tattered honor—dishonored and
blackened with treason, incapable of sincere demonstration against our
rights as sovereign squatters that these lands shall be our homes;
on which occasion we proclaim to the world the wrongs which, by
foreign intrigue and hypocrisy which you this day are called to
deny the immutable facts whose design is imperishable tyranny;. to
take from the poor man his home; to enrich those that now in luxury
dwell.’ ,

““ And this is what old Hawhaw proposed to do with the ‘false
Belshazzar’:

“ ‘ Resolved, That as on former occasions C. Robinson should again
call to his aid the gallant hussars No. 1, supported by his shot-gun
battalion, in forcing us from our rights; that we, the sovereign
squatters of Kansas Territory, will take his honor and battalion and
deal with them according to laws, rules, and regulations prescribed
therein that we may adopt.’

‘“ Ridiculous as these extracts are, they are literally just as they
were passed and as Hawhaw wrote them out. They were mainly
directed against Dr. (since Governor) Robinson, who was the ‘ false
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Belshazzar ' of the occasion, and although Robinson was present when
they were passed, as he couldn’t understand a word that Hawhaw said,
how could he object? But the other specches by Clarke (the man who
afterwards murdered Barber), Wood, and others were very bitter on
Robirson and the whole association, and Robinson, Emery, Speer and
others did reply to them.”

Andrea’s history says of this meeting, page 318:

‘‘ Many who attended this meeting were diametrically opposed to the
proceedings, and to the resolutions adopted, and to make sure their
position should not be misunderstood, a meeting of the citizens not
members of the Lawrence Association was held at the ¢ church’ on the
16th, which denounced the proceedings of that on the 11th as being
‘held and conducted in a one-sided, indecent, mob-like manner, and
wholly in opposition to justice, right and honor,” and that as the
‘ endeavor was made to make us responsible for those proceedings, we
therefore disavow all complicity or assent thereto and denounce the origi-
nators as demagogues.” The course pursued by the Lawrence Associa-
tion was endorsed by the meeting of which S. J. Willis was president;
Dr. J. F. Merriam, secrctary; Messrs. Stewart, Ladd, Pillsbury, Hart-
well, and Lowe, vice-presidents. The resolutions presented by Messrs.
Ladd, Emery, Doy, Mailey, Hutchinson, Man, Searl, Simpson, and
Tappan were adopted. The third and fourth resolutions follow :

‘“‘Resolved, That the organization of the Emigrant Aid Society has
been of exceeding great benefit in the transmission of emigrants to the
Territory ; and their establishing an agency in this city, and their invest-
ment of capital herein has been a decided advantage to the place, towards
its rapid growth, providing for the wants and alleviating the trials of
the settlers, and we belicve that their efforts thus far have been entirely
disinterested ; and we therefore most cordially invite them to remain
and continue their operations among us, at the same time assuring
them of our sincere approval of the past, and of our co-operation in the
future.

¢ ¢ Resolved, That we, as citizens of Lawrence, particularly approve
of the course pursued by the Lawrence Association towards the Emi-
grant Aid Society in extending an invitation to that company to invest
their capital here, and the basis upon which they are allowed to operate ;
and we shall duly respect their city rights, and support them in all law-
ful and liberal movements.’

‘“ At the same meeting the committee of the Lawrence Association,
by their chairman, Mr. J. Hutchinson, reported the following resolu-
tions, which were adopted:
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¢ ¢ Resolved, That while believing there is no legal redress for tres-
passes committed upon unsurveyed lands, we have never as an associa-
tion approved of cutting timber upon individual claims, made in good
faith ; but we fully discountenance such acts, believing them to be con-
trary to equity and good order.

‘¢ ¢ Resolved, That as the law holds a man’s domicile no less sacred
and inviolate than his person, we regard all persons who shall molest
or destroy houses erected or in process of erection as men guilty of a
henious offense and regardless of the law of the land.

“ ¢ Resolzed, That while we uphold only justice and good order, we
believe that neither the Lawrence Association nor their officers are
accountable for individual acts civilly or politically, and that the late
attempts to bring this association into bad repute and to cast upon us a
stigma as undeserved as it is unjust, will bring down threefold odium
upon the heads of the vile perpetrators.’

‘“ Dr. Robinson, towards the close of the meeting, made a short and
sensible speech, refuting some of the charges made against him, coun-
selling his hearers of the danger of quarrels among themselves, and
impressing upon them the duty and necessity of union ; that they might,
¢ with voice and hand and means combined, defend these hills and val-
leys, these rivers and broad prairies from the curse of human bondage
and the chains of slavery.””

But resolutions and counter resolutions availed nothing
except to place the respective parties on record. The Free-
State men were in no mood to be driven off, and the claim-
ants were persistent for blackmail or the possession of the
land. Hostilities were continued when occasion offered, to
the annoyance of all concerned, whether on or off the town
site. One day, on the return of the agent of the Aid Com-
pany from a visit out of the settlement, he was informed that
his own house, erected on Oread Hill, was being cut down
by pro-slavery men. G. W. Deitzler, S. N. Wood, and S.
N. Simpson volunteered to go to the battle-field, but, as
soon as the house was reached, the cutting was discon-
tinued and the vandals slunk away. Such men never liked
Deitzler, Wood, and Simpson, and had no desire to associate
. with them on such occasions. They would sooner leave
their work in hand unfinished than remain in such company.

In the month of February, the resident agent of the Aid
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Company went East, and returned with the first spring party
in March, 1855. During his absence a compromise was
effected with the claimants to the town site by limiting the
area to six hundred and forty acres, and giving four or five
men one hundred out of two hundred and twenty shares into
which the site was divided, leaving one hundred and ten
shares for the original town company, and eight shares for
the Emigrant Aid Company, with two shares in trust for the
endowment of a school. This compromise was made with
the consent of the financial agent of the Aid Company, who
resided at Kansas City, Missouri. Why it was made has
never appeared. These town-site jumpers had no more
legal or equitable title to this one hundred shares than
Franklin Pierce or Jeff Davis.

The pre-emption law excepted from individual pre-emp-
tion all “sections or fractions of sections included within
the limits of any incorporated town, every portion of the
public land which has been selected for a site for a city or
town, and every parcel or lot of land actually settled or oc-
cupied for the purposes of trade, and not agriculture.”

Lawrence was selected as a town site on the last of July,
1854, and the commissioner of the Land Office said the
Shawnee lands were not opened to settlement, by the extin-
guishment of the Indian title, till September 28th of that
year, therefore no individual claimant could acquire any right
whatever before that date. Neither could he after it, as the
place had already been selected and occupied for a town and
for “ purposes of trade and not agriculture.”

But the most unfortunate deal of all was the mutilation of
South Park. That had been platted to extend to Quincy
street on the north, Kentucky street on the west, Lee street
on the south, and Rhode Island street on the east. To
gratify the greed of the spoilsmen a strip of land, the width
of one-half of a block on each side of the park was platted
into lots, and divided among them, leaving the park as at
present, bounded on all sides by alleys in the rear of the lots
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appropriated, where can be found outhouses, stables, coal
and wood sheds, ash-heaps, garbage and offal of all descrip-
tions common to back yards of a city. In the original ar-
rangement, the members of the town association were to have
every other lot, leaving the remainder to be divided equally
between the Aid Company, and parties who would improve
the lots. Under this arrangement the company had in con-
templation not only mills and hotel, but the erection of an
educational institution for advanced pupils. As soon as this
surrender was learned in the East, there was virtually an end
of stock subscriptions in the company as an investment, and
an end of all college building at Lawrence. But few shares
of stock were afterwards subscribed, and money had to be
raised on the contribution plan. Mr. Thayer turned his at-
tention in this direction, and in 1856 had the entire North
organized on this basis.

Had this surrender quieted the title to Lawrence some
equivalent might have been received, but it had no such
effect. While the four town jumpers were quieted, a large
number of other persons were dissatisfied, and set up protests
and counter-claims, which were never put at rest till the title
was finally adjusted by Government officials. The uncer-
tainty of title was as great after the surrender as before,
although the new claimants were content to await official
action, while the jumpers were not. As late as August,
1855, over ninety occupants of the town made a protest
against this settlement showing its injustice and illegality.
Among other things they say :

‘‘ We beg leave respectfully to subinit that they are deeply dissatisfied
with the ‘ settlement’ entered intp in March last between your associa-
tion on the one part, and Messrs. C. W. Babcock, J. P. Wood, Wm.
Lykins, Wm. and John Baldwin, on the other. We are dissatisfied
with this so-called settlement. because it is extremely well calculated, in
our opinion, to impair the interests and check the progress of this town.
By its operations nearly one-half of all the land embraced in the town
plot is monopolized by half a dozen persons, whose right thereto
emanates from the association alone, while the number of actual inhab-
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itants at the present time is not far from five hundred. At an early
period the Lawrence Association adopted a policy with reference to those
who desired to settle and acquire property in the town, well designed to
stimulate its growth and increase its prosperity. That association
adopted a resolution, October 9, 1854, ‘ to set apart every fourth lot in
the city to be given to those who would build upon them, or to those to
whom the association might deem it proper to donate the same.” On
the 16th December, 1854, it also enacted ‘that every person who was
then, or might become, a resident of the town, and should remain during
the winter, should be entitled to three city lots of the standard size, on
condition of making improvements respecting the rules of the associa-
tion, etc.’

‘‘ These measures were just and judicious. Théy were just because
they served to distribute the land upon which the town was located to
all the inhabitants thereof upon terms graduated according to the amount
of service respectively rendered in building up the town and making
valuable the lands upon which it was located. And being just, they
were also judicious, because they extended a fair chance and solid in-
terest to all who thought proper to aceept the same, and in this way
secured the settlement of a large number of persons who otherwise
would not have come, and whose exertions and improvements contribute
greatly to the advancement of the town. By the adoption of this settle-
ment their wise and beneficent policy was necessarily abandoned, and
nearly half of all the land pertaining to the city site allowed to pass into
the possession of five men, thus creating a monopoly which is already
showing deleterious and injurious effects upon this community, by the

‘ rapid decrease in the value of real estate, and the uncertainty which
rests upon all business transactions. In consequence of this, also, the
association was compelled to disregard, in a number of instances, its
engagements with those who had come into the town upon the condi-
tions of its previous policy. So completely was it stript of its resources
by this silly transaction that it was constrained to repudiate some of its
most binding obligations. The impelling motive to the adoption by the
association of this strange measure seems to have been the desire to get
rid of a claim, by the gentlemen above named, to a portion of the city
site, and the association seems to have assented to the arrangement
under a gross misapprehension of the true grounds upon which that
claim was based, but the claim, as can now be seen by the foregoing
argument, was without the slightest foundation.”



CHARTER" V.
SETTLEMENTS.—ELECTIONS,—PUBLIC SENTIMENT.

NoOTWITHSTANDING the persistent effort of pro-slavery men
to harass and drive off Free-State men on a pretext of priority
of claims, not only at Lawrence but elsewhere, Free-State
settlers remained, defended their rights to lands settled upon,
and large accessions were constantly made to their numbers.
Before winter set in, people from all parts of the East, North,
and West, as well as the South, were moving to Kansas faster
than accommodations could be provided for their comfort.
The threats and bluster of the pro-slavery men and journals
had served to stimulate rather than prevent Northern emigra-
tion. The Herald of Freedom thus speaks of the emigration,
March 10, 1855:

‘““The first company, consisting of thirty-one persons, arrived in
Lawrence on the first day of August last; the second party arrived the
13th of September, and numbered one hundred and thirty; the third
party arrived the 8th of October, and numbered one hundred and sixty-
two ; the fourth party arrived October 3oth, and numbered two hundred
and thirty; the fifth party arrived November 20oth, with one hundred
persons ; the sixth and last regular party of the season arrived Decem-
ber 1st, and numbered fifty persons ; amounting in the aggregate to six
hundred and seventy-three. But this does not begin to show the num-
ber who were induced to emigrate to Kansas in consequence of this
organization. Other portions of our confederacy, witnessing the great
movement westward set in motion by this company, were induced to
fall into line. The Pennsylvania company, numbering fully three hun-
dred persons in all, were induced, to our certain knowledge, to come last
season in consequence of the advantage they expected to derive from
those connected with the Aid Company. Ohio sent forward her pio-
neers, who were also strengthened in their purpose to locate here from
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the same cause. Hundreds on hundreds of individuals from all parts
of the free North were wakened up on the subject, and induced to
emigrate on account of the description of the country, and the advan-
tages to the settlers first furnished to the public press, and afterwards
extensively copied into nearly every anti-Nebraska journal, by the
agents of this organization, LEven the American Settlement Company,
which claims to have done so much towards populating Kansas, was
but an offshoot of the New England organization, and owed its existence
to Mr. Thayer’s great speech in the Tabernacle, New York; he having
given birth to the New York Kansas League, and some of those con-
nected with that League devised the Settlement Company. We have
no doubt but, if all the instrumentalities which have operated to influence
the public mind directly and indirectly, could be brought to light, it
would appear that, instead of sending ‘ two or three hundred’ into the
Territory from the free States, it would be manifest that they had
influenced the settling of thousands among us—not a fiftieth part, how-
ever, of the number they will eventually induce in the same direction,
if need be, to make Kansas a free State.” |

On November 2gth was held an election for territorial
delegate to Congress. As this election had no direct agency
in State-making, it attracted much less attention than the
election for a territorial Legislature which was held in the
spring of 1855. But it was deemed of sufficient importance
by the pro-slavery men to make extensive preparations for
an invasion from Missouri. The machinery for controlling
elections had been well provided in advance, and was ready
for operation. The Congressional committee, in the report
of the majority, make this statement, based upon testimony
taken by it:

‘‘ Before any election was or could be held in the Territory, a secret
political society was formed in the State of Missouri. It was known
by different names, such as ‘ Social Band,” ‘ Friends’ Society,” * Blue
Lodge,” ‘ The Sons of the South.” Its members were bound together
by secret oaths, and they had pass-words, signs, and grips, by which
they were known to each other; penalties were imposed for violating
the rules and secrets of the order; written minutes were kept of the
proceedings of the lodges; and the different lodges were connected
together by an cffective organization. It embraced great numbers of
the citizens of Missouri, and was extended into other slave States and
into the Territory. Its avowed purpose was to extend slavery not only
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into Kansas, but also into other Territories of the United States, and
to form a union of all the friends of that institution. Its plan of oper-
ating was to organize and send men to vote at the elections in the Ter-
ritory, to collect money to pay their expenses, and, if necessary, to
protect them in voting. It also proposed to induce pro-slavery men to
emigrate into the Territory, to aid and sustain them while there, and to
elect none to office but those friendly to their views. This dangerous
society was controlled by men who avowed their purpose to extend
slavery into the Territory at all hazards, and was altogether the most
effective instrument in organizing the subsequent armed invasions and
forays. In its lodges in Missouri the affairs of Kansas were discussed.
The force necessary to control the election was divided into bands and
leaders selected. Means were collected, and signs and badges were
agreed upon. While the great body of the actual settlers of the Terri-
tory were relying upon the rights secured to them by the organic law,
and had formed no organization or combination whatever, even of a
party character, this conspiracy against their rights was gathering
strength in a neighboring State, and would have been sufficient at their
first election to have overpowered them, even if they had been united
to a man.”

The great champion and leader of the slavery propagan-
dists, General D. R. Atchison, is reported by the Platte Argus
as explaining his position and that of his allies, at Weston,
Missouri, as follows:

‘“ He would now pass to the settlement of Kansas, its destiny, and
the effect it was to have upon the State of Missouri.

‘“ The organic law of the Territory vests in the people who reside
in it the power to form all its municipal regulations. They can either
admit or exclude slavery, and this is the only question that materially
affects our interests. * * *

“ General Atchison said, that his mission here to-day was, if possible,
to awaken the people of this country to the danger ahead, and to sug-
gest the means to avoid it. The people of Kansas in their first election
would decide the question whether or not the slave-holder was to be
excluded, and it depended upon a majority of the votes cast at the polls.
Now, if a set of fanatics and demagogues a thousand miles off could
advance their money and exert every nerve to abolitionize the Territory
and exclude the slave-holder when they have not the least personal
interest in the matter, what is your duty ? When you reside within
one day’s journey of the Territory, and when your peace, your quiet,
and your property depend upon your action, you can without an exer-
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tion send five hundred of your young men who will vote in favor of
your institutions. Should each county in the State of Missouri only
do its duty, the question will be decided quietly and peaceably at the
ballot-box. If we are defeated, then Missouri and the other Southern
States will have shown themselves recreant to their interests and will
have deserved their fate. The abolitionists will have nothing to gain
or lose. It is an abstraction with them. We have much to gain or
much to lose. Said he: ‘ If you burn my barn, I sustain a great loss,
but you gain nothing. So it is with the colonizationist societies and
the dupes they send to abolitionize Kansas. If these abolitionists steal
your negroes, they gain nothing. The negroes are injured; you are
ruined. So much greater is the motive for activity on your part. Fel-
low-citizens, we should not be apathetic when so much is involved.
We should be up and doing.” He was for meeting organization with
organization. .He was for meeting these philanthropic knaves peace-
ably at the ballot-box, and out-voting them. If we cannot do this it is
an omen that the institution of slavery must fall in this and other South-
ern States, but it would fall after much strife, civil war, and bloodshed.
If abolitionism, under its present auspices, is established in Kansas,
there will be constant strife and bloodshed between Kansas and Mis-
souri. Negro stealing will be a principle and a vocation. It will be
the policy of philanthropic knaves, until they force the slave-holder to
abandon Missouri; nor will it be long until it is done. You cannot
watch your stables to prevent thieves from stealing your horses and
mules ; neither can you watch your negro quarters to prevent your
neighbors from seducing away and stealing your negroes. If Kansas
is abolitionized, all men who love peace and quiet will leave us, and all
emigration to Missouri from the slave States will cease. We will go
either to the North or to the South. For himself he could gather
together his goods, and depart as soon as the most active among us.
He had neither wife nor child to impede his flight. In a hybrid state
we cannot live; we cannot be in a constant quarrel—in a constant state
of suspicion of our own neighbors. This feeling is entertained by a
large portion of mankind everywhere. Yet, he said, he was willing,
notwithstanding his pacific views, to hang negro theives ; he would not
punish those who merely entertained abstract opinions; but negro
thieves and persons who stirred up insubordination and insurrection
among our slaves, he believed it right to punish, and they could not
be punished too severely—he would not punish a man who believed
that rape, murder, or larceny was abstractly right, yet he would punish
the man who committed either. It was not sufficient for the South to
talk, but to act; to go peaceably and inhabit the Territory, and peace-
ably to vote and settle the question according to the principles of the
Douglas bill.”
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Eli Thayer, in his “ Kansas Crusade,” gives his views of
the issue on pages 31 and 32, as follows:

‘“ The present crisis was to decide whether freedom or slavery should
rnle our country for centuries to come. That slavery was a great na-
tional curse; that it practically ruined one-half of the nation and greatly
impeded the progress of the other half. That it was a curse to the
negro, but a much greater curse to the white man. It made the slave-
holders petty tyrants, who had no correct idea of themselves or of anybody
else. It made the poor whites of the South more abject and degraded
than the slaves themselves. That it was an insurmountable obstacle in
the way of the nation’s progress and prosperity. That it must be over-
come and extirpated. That the way to do this was to go to the prairies
of Kansas and show the superiority of free-labor civilization ; to go with
all our free-labor trophies: chanrches and schools, printing presses,
steam-engines, and mills ; and in a peaceful contest convince every poor
man from the Sounth of the superiority of free labor. That it was mnch
better to go and do something for free labor than to stay at home and
talk of manacles and auction-blocks and blood-hounds, while deploring
the never-ending aggressions of slavery. That in this contest the South
had not one element of success. We had much greater numbers, and
much greater wealth, greater readiness of organization, and better facili-
ties of migration. That we should put a cordon of free States from
Minnesota to the Gulf of Mexico, and stop the forming of slave States.
After that we should colonize the northern border slave States and ex-
terminate slavery. That our work was not to make women and children
cry in anti-slavery conventions, by sentimental appeals, BUT TO GO
AND PUT AN END TO SLAVERY.”

Amos A. Lawrence said, in his statement before the Mas-
sachusetts Historical Society :

‘ The enthnsiasm increased; parties were formed all over the
Northern States. The Emigrant Aid Company nndertook to give char-
acter and direction to the whole. This society was to be loyal to the
Government under all circumstances; it was to support the party of
law and order, and it was to make Kansas a free State by dona fide set-
tlement if at all.”

G. W. Brown, in the first number of the Herald of Free-
dom, gives the position of the Free-State men as follows:
‘“ Onr great object is to make Kansas a free State; and to that end

we shall labor by encouraging emigration. It is #of our purpose to
engage in a crusade against our Southern brethren, nor upon #%e:r insti-
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tutions, so long as confined within their legitimate sphere. Our field is
KAansas, and kere we shall labor, and /ere shall erect anew the altar of
LIBERTY. With the Declaration of American Independence in one
hand and the Constitution of the Republic in the other, we engage in a
defensive warfare for the Right. We firmly believe that victory will
crown the efforts of the Sons of Freedom ; but the struggle will be long
and arduous. We may be stricken down at first, but not defeated.”

While General Atchison’s speech was comparatively con-
servative, not so the actions of his subordinates and the people
of the border counties in Missouri. On the day of the elec-
tion, and before, they invaded Kansas like an army of occu-
pation for the purpose of voting, and voting only. They
were residents of Missouri, and did not pretend to be bona
Jide residents of Kansas, or intend to become such. This
army was recruited and paid as mercenaries to trample down
the rights of the people of Kansas and pollute their ballot-
boxes. On the other hand, no Free-State men were recruited
except to become bona fide settlers, and they received no pay
whatever.

The leading candidates for delegate at this election were
Whitfield, Pro-slavery ; Fleniken, Democrat, and Wakefield,
Free State. The character of the election can be seen from
the testimony of H. Miles Moore, now one of the most re-
spected citizens of Kansas. He testified before the Con-
gressional committee as follows :

““I came into the Territory to reside in September, 1855, from
western Missouri, where I had resided for about five years, practising
as an attorney at law. I had resided in St. Louis a year previous to
that. 1 eame over to Leavenworth City on the 29th of November,
1854, to attend the election for delegate to Congress. Arrangements
had been made throughout western Platte County, and western Missouri
generally, as I have been informed, for the purpose of going over there
and voting at that election. Messengers had been sent from one portion
of western Missouri to another, to notify. Meetings had been held to
make arrangements to come over here on that day to vote. For a day
or two previous, large numbers had passed through Weston to the Ter-
ritory, on horseback and in wagons, with their forage and provisions,
from the counties lower down on the north side of the river—Clinton,
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Platte, and Clay counties. I saw parties from each of these counties at
the hotel ; among them, men whoin I recognized. The companies raised
about Weston and Platte County were generally sent to the back portions
of the Territory. The lower counties sent men to the precincts near the
border. I myself came over with a large party from Weston and Platte
County to Leavenworth; a large crowd was present then on the ground.
The election was held at the Leavenworth hotel, kept by Keller & Kyle.
There was a great crowd around the polls all day. There was a good
deal of excitement, and some quarrelling and fighting. I remained there
all day till nearly night. General Whitfield was the pro-slavery candi-
date; Judge Fleniken was the Free-State candidate. All our party from
Weston voted for Whitfield. I believe I voted myself that day for
General Whitfield, but I do not see my name on the poll-books. I
should think there must have been from one hundred and fifty to two
hundred Missourians who voted there that day. The other Missourians
who came over said after they returned, that they went to the 14th and
15th districts, and other districts farther back.”

The number of votes polled at this election was, for Whit-
field, 2238 ; Wakefield, 248 ; Fleniken, 305; and scattering,
22; a total of 2833. Of these votes it is estimated that
1114 were legal, and 1729 illegal.

The majority of the committee thus reports:

‘“ Thus your committee finds that in this, the first election in the
Territory, a very large majority of the votes were cast by citizens of the
State of Missouri, in violation of the organic law of the Territory. Of
the legal votes cast, General Whitfield received a plurality. The set-
tlers took but little interest in the election, not one-half of them voting.
This may be accounted for from the fact that the settlements were scat-
tered over a great extent, that the term of the delegate to be elected
was short, and that the question of free or slave institutions was not
generally regarded by them as distinctly at issue. Under these circum-
stances, a systematic invasion from an adjoining State, by which large
numbers of illegal votes were cast in remote and sparse settlements, for
the avowed purpose of extending slavery into the Territory, even
though it did not change the result of the election, was a crime of great
magnitude. Its immediate effect was further to excite the people of
the Northern States, and to exasperate the actual settlers against their
neighbors in Missouri.”

At this time every considerable settlement in the Territory,

except Lawrence and vicinity, was pro-slavery, and an in-
7
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vasion was wholly unnecessary, as Whitfield could have been
elected without. Being unnecessary, it was an inexcusable
blunder, as it served to expose the game the pro-slavery men
proposed to play, and increased the agitation and determi-
nation in the North. The conservatism, as well as the anti-
slavery sentiment of the country, had received a serious shock
in the repeal of the Missouri Compromise, and was in no
mood for foul play in the game set by the slave interest.
Had there been no invasion or illegal voting, all would have
acquiesced in the election of Whitfield without a murmur.
This is one of a series of blunders made by General Atchi-
son’s forces which was taken advantage of by Free-State
men. The settlers contented themselves by making this pro-
test to the governor:

“To his Excellency, A. H. Reeder, Governor of Kansas Territory :

‘‘ Believing that a large number of the citizens of the State of Mis-
souri voted at the election of the 2gth instant for delegate to Congress
representing Kansas Territory, we respectfully petition your honor that
the entire vote of the district receiving the votes of citizens of Missouri
be set aside, or that the entire election be set aside.”

SIGNED BY NUMEROUS CITIZENS.

Some of the pro-slavery editors and people professed to be
greatly elated over the result of this election, and to regard
it as a test of strength between the parties. The Kansas
Herald, published at Leavenworth, had this to say:

‘“ There is not a single doubt that Kansas will be a slave State. Our
recent election shows a majority in its favor. General Whitfield, the
pro-slavery candidate, had out of twenty-cight hundred votes polled
twenty-two hundred. And notwithstanding the Aid Sotieties have
poured in hordes of her paupers for the purpose of abolitionizing Kan-
sas, they either become initiated in our institutions, or leave as fast as
they arrive.  Now, if the South does her duty, and especially Missouri,
the Northern hope of abolitionizing Kansas will be a phantom hope.

* * * * * * *
“ Where is Lawrence, the reservoir for the overflow of the Aid
Societies? It is true she is still situated on the Kaw river, but is now
one of the principal pro-slavery towns in Kansas.”
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Other papers were equally jubilant and earnest in their
appeals to the South to take possession of the Territory at
once with their slaves. On the other hand, a few Northern
papers were despondent and predicted the defeat of the Free-
State cause. Horace Greeley weakened, and said the chances
that Kansas would be a slave State were as four to one, and
he seemed to *‘ hear the clanking chains of human bondage,
and saw the hideous shambles for the sale of human flesh.”
However, the Missouri invasion was treated by most North-
ern papers as an outrage to be denounced and its repetition
resisted to the bitter end. Whatever the effect outside of
Kansas, the dona fide citizens were unconcerned. All parties
knew that it was no test of strength and could have but little
weight in settling the momentous question pending. The
Free-State men busied themselves with their work of cabin-
building, and in preparing their claims for spring cultivation.
They were men who had counted the cost and were not to
be discouraged by claim conflicts, personal assaults, or inva-
sions at elections. This election afforded good grounds for
encouragement. The fact that the pro-slavery party deemed
it necessary to import voters showed that it had no confi-
dence in a majority of settlers of its own faith, and the inva-
sion was conclusive evidence that law was to be disregarded
whenever it was supposed to block the way to success. The
bullying and bluster from the first, and now this invasion,
showed conclusively that the enemy, the Free-State men,
were rated as inferiors and to be despised, trodden upon and
crushed without ceremony. All these things were carefully
noted by the Free-State men, and gave great hope of success
in the final result. They would not have had it otherwise if
they could, as, had the pro-slavery men treated all with
civility and attended the elections under the forms of law,
coming quietly into the Territory under pretense of being
settlers, all elections could have been carried by them and
no valid protest could have been made. They had every
advantage; their forces resided on the border, and as all were
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recent settlers, no proof could have been easily furnished
against them.

In the months of January and February, 1855, a census
was ordered by the Governor, and an election was to be
held March 3oth for a territorial Legislature. This election
was of the greatest moment, as, according to the organic act,
the question of a free or slave State would most likely be
settled by the first Legislature. The Free-State men, confi-
dent of their majority of voters, relied upon the promises of
the Governor that a fair election should be held, and had no
fears of the result. For the first time they held caucuses or
conventions to agree upon candidates to be supported. This
was no easy matter, as an effort had been made from the
first to divide Free-State men into two hostile camps. For-
tunately or unfortunately, three newspapers were started at
Lawrence in the early winter, and all professed to be in favor
of a free State. However, as is generally the case, a war
sprung up between them, and what one paper advocated
another must oppose. One paper, edited by men from the
West and South, was hostile to men from the East, and es-
pecially made war upon everything and everybody connected
with the Emigrant Aid Company.

The editors of this paper affiliated with the black law men,
associated on friendly terms with the invaders of the polls
and printed their tickets. They denounced the other ed-
itors, or one of them, as not sound on the slavery question,
and he retaliated in kind. On April 26, 1855, he submitted
this proposition :

‘“ We propose that the pro-slavery journal of this city get a chapter
of denunciations against the Fmigrant Aid Company stereotyped, to be
used on opportune occasions. It must be a matter of great inconven-
ience to reset its type so often with the same ideas, and all abounding
with much vindictiveness. ‘ The good trees in the orchard are always
the most stoned.” Tt is for this the Janus-faced press has been so
violent against certain men and measures in this city.”

This newspaper quarrel, while a question of the most vital
importance was pending, disgusted all sincere Free-State
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men, till some person wrote the following, which was pub-
lished in the ferald of Freedom, February 17, 1855 :

“ADVICE TO THE THREE EDITORS.

‘“ LAWRENCE, February 14, 1855.
“ Editor of Herald of Freedom :

‘“As a subscriber to all three of the Lawrence papers, as one of the
earliest pioneers to Kansas, as a well-wisher, and I trust co-worker in
the Free-State army, and as a matter-of-fact man, I am surprised and
annoyed and heartily sick at the course being pursued by some of the
city papers. Under the most silly and child-like pretexts attacks are
made, defamation of character attempted, influence and usefulness sought
to be circumscribed, and the ‘ rule or ruin’ principle endeavored to be
carried into effect.. ' X * ¥

“In your private jealousies, your petty feuds, family jars, contempt-
ible bickerings, insolent calumniation, and harsh epithets, we have little
or no interest, and they only beget disgust. We seek information, we
desire respectability in our papers, and wish not to be ashamed to trans-
mit them to our friends at a distance.

‘‘ While anxious inquiries are hourly being made about Kansas from
abroad, her soil, her climate, her timber, her stone, her coal, water,
commercial advantages, and the probable introduction of slavery therein,
none are made as to the animosities, animadversion, or antipathy exist-
ing between Messrs. Brown, Miller, and Elliot, and the Brothers Speer,
severally editors and proprietors of the Herald of Freedom, Free State,
and 77ibune. Gentlemen and brethren, if you cannot see alike, each
see for yourself. If some of you desire to be more radical than your
more conservative brother, it is your privilege. A generous and ap-
preciating public will award to you that merit you deserve, whether you
take either extreme, or a middle course between two. Were I not re-
echoing the feelings of four-fifths of all your subscribers, a delicacy
would prevent the plainness of this article. You all profess to be bat-
tling for the one common cause,  Freedom for Kansas.” Do so honestly,
peacefully, determinately, and successfully, and each in your own way.
If wrong has been done you, seek redress elsewhere than through your
own columns. If you have been insulted and must resent it, fight it
out hand to hand, and not embroil your readers in the ‘muss.” In the
settling of your difficulties you must help yourselves. In making Kan-

sas free, you will always have the help of
‘“ A CONSERVATIVE.”

At length the conflicting elements were sufficiently harmo-
nized to present but one ticket to be voted for, instead of
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two, as at the election of delegate to Congress. While the
Free-State elements were being conciliated -and united, the
pro-slavery men were earnestly at work. The border and
territorial pro-slavery press sounded the alarm, beat their
tom-toms and gongs, and rallied the faithful to the rescue.
The Frontier News, of Westport, Missouri, as published in
the Herald of Freedom of February 17, 1855, had the fol-
lowing :
‘“ KANSAS—THE ELECTION CRISIS.

*‘ The election which is ultimately to decide the destiny of Kansas is
at hand : the census has been ordered, and the returns will be made on
the gth instant. Let the day of election come when it may, ’tis the
result of that day’s work which finally determines the institutions of the
Territory, and the future State. It is therefore into this battle, heart
and soul, that our Southern friends must throw themselves. The
triumphant election of our delegate, though of no political importance
as far as the great cause is concerned, yet acted as a powerful prestige,
both tq ourselves and to our abolition foes. Greeley was disheartened,
declared that there were four chances to one in favor of Kansas being
a slave State; and already heard ‘the clanking chains of human bondage,
and saw the hideous shambles for the sale of human flesh.” But this
triumph was a mere skirmish, calculated to lull the energies of the South
into a peaceful slumber. The real battle, the decisive conflict, has yet
to be fought; and think you, Southerners, if we lose it, that the South
can ever again obtain a foothold in the Territory? Vain thought! The
code of Lawrence, digested by Messrs. Robinson, Thayer and Com-
pany, and enforced by abolition tyrants, will be the code of Kansas;
and the chivalric South must bow beneath the yoke. How galling,
how degrading to a sense of your manhood! Are you men? Then
gird up your loins, be up and doing; remember, that which has been
done once can be done again.

“ It is now time for the South to rally; to wait no longer with folded
arms for ‘signs of the times,” but go to work boldly, fearlessly, and
with a sustained buoyancy of spirit and fixedness of purpose to secure
their great end.

‘“ Southerners, you will baptize in a pond, and tar and feather a
poor devil who believes he is doing God service when he persuades a
slave to escape, and yet you will look on supinely when the whole insti-
tution is threatened with extermination—and stand by and see with
composure a ‘ paradisiacal garden’ marked and dedicated as an asylum
for decoyed, stolen, and runaway slaves. Big-hearted but feeble-

F e .
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handed, you would look on, shedding tears of impotence and self-con-
tempt.

‘* Freemen of the South, pioneers of the West,  these are the times
that try men’s souls.” This is the twelfth hour of the night—birds of
darkness are on the wing—the day will soon dawn—the battle will soon
commence. Arouse and fight a good fight! Let the eagle of victory
perch upon your banners. Steady, men! Forward!”

The Leavenworth Herald said:

‘“ Remember that free-soilers and abolitionists have combined under
the name of Free State, and boldly proclaim their hostility to the Douglas
bill, and their defense of the Aid Societies! Such, ye Old Guard of
the West, is the progress of the lying and dastardly crew you have to
contend against.  Saith the common law: When any number of persons
band themselves together for a common object detrimental to the inter-
est of any body, it is conspiracy! We say boldly that by law, all per-
sons having connection with the Aid Societies are conspirators, and
subject to indictment and conviction as such. They are criminals, and
beside openly deny the powers of the Constitution of the United States,
and consequently by their own acts have thrown themselves out of the
protection of law.”

Stringfellow, in a speech at St. Joseph, is reported as
saying:

“I tell you to mark every scoundrel among you that is the least
tainted with free-soilism or abolitionism, and exterminate him. Neither
give nor take quarter from the d—d rascals. I propose to mark them
in this house, and on the present occasion, so you may crush them out.
To those who have qualms of conscience as to violating laws, State or
national, the time has come when such impositions must be disregarded,
as your rights and property are in danger; and I advise you, one and
all, to enter every election district in Kansas, in defiance of Reeder
and his vile myrmidons, and vote at the point of the bowie-knife and
revolver. Neither give nor take quarter, as our cause demands it. It
is enough that the slave-holding interest wills it, from which there is
no appeal. What right has Governor Reeder to rule Missourians in
Kansas? His proclamation and prescribed oath must be repudiated.
It is your interest to do so. Mind that slavery is established where it
is not prohibited.”

At length came election day, the zoth of March, and with
it an invading horde from Missouri. They came with great
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ostentation, with arms of every description, including can-
non. They were detailed to every district in sufficient
numbers to secure every member of the Legislature should
their votes be counted. ‘They paid little attention to for-
mality, and less to legality. So open, unblushing, and over-
whelming was the demonstration, that it defeated itself. It
required no search for testimony to prove its illegality in a
contest, as the invaders brought the proof with them and
proclaimed it to all the world. This was very satisfactory to
the Free-State men, and most of them looked on without
effort to prevent the illegal voting, except in a formal way
by entering protest before the judges of election. The affair
was thus described in the Herald of Freedom of the next
day:

‘“ Of the disgraceful proceedings in this place on Friday last, by
which the ballot-box was converted into an engine of oppression, we
have hardly patience to write. To see hundreds of hired mercenaries

_on horseback, on foot, and in wagons and carriages, coming into Kan-
sas in a body from an adjoining State, and expressing a determination
to return so soon as they shall have polluted the freeman’s safeguard
with their touch, and to see that purpose fulfilled without any action
whatever showing an intention to remain here for a single hour after
they shall have cast a ballot is, to say the least, enough to make a Re-
publican ashamed of his national connections; and were he not strongly
wedded to the Federal Constitution, in a moment of vexation he might
be led to exclaim that he desired.‘ no union with such base mercena-
ries.””’

The majority report of the Congressional Committee is
based upon the testimony of both parties, and is a revelation
new to republican government. A few extracts only are
given. It says:

‘‘ By an organized movement, which extended from Andrew County
in the north, to Jasper County in the south, and as far eastward as
Boone and Cole counties, Missouri, companies of men were arranged
in irregular parties, and sent into every council district in the Territory
and into every represcntative district but one. The members were so
distributed as to control the election in each district. They went to
vote, and with the avowed design to make Kansas a slave State. They
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were generally armed and equipped, carried with them their own provi-
sions and tents, and so marched into the Territory. The details of this
invasion form the mass of the testimony taken by your committee, and
are so voluminous that we can here state but the leading facts elicited.

““ First District.—Lawrence.

‘ The company of persons who marched into this district was col-
lected in Ray, Howard, Carroll, Boone, Lafayette, Randolph, Macon,
Clay, Jackson, Saline, and Cass counties, in the State of Missouri.
Their expenses were paid; those who could not come contributing
provisions, wagons, etc. Provisions were deposited for those who were
expected to come to Lawrence in the house of William Lykins, and
were distributed among the Missourians after they arrived there. The
evening before, and the morning of the day of election, about one
thousand men from the above counties arrived at Lawrence, and camped
in a ravine a short distance from town, near the place of voting. They
came in wagons (of which there were over one hundred) and on horse-
back, under the command of Colonel Samuel Young, of Boone County,
Missouri, and Claiborne F. Jackson, of Missouri. They were armed
with guns, rifles, pistols, and bowie-knives; and had tents, music, and
flags with them. They brought with them two pieces of artillery, loaded
with musket-balls. On their way to Lawrence some of them met Mr.
N. B. Blanton, who had been appointed one of the judges of election
by Governor Reeder, and after learning from him that he considered it
his duty to demand an oath from them as to their place of residence,
first attempted to bribe him, and then threatened him with hanging, in
order to induce him to dispense with that oath. In consequence of these
threats he did not appear at the polls the next morning to act as judge.

‘“ The evening before the election, while in camp, the Missourians
were called together at the tent of Captain Claiborne F. Jackson, and
speeches were made to them by Colonel Young and others, calling for
volunteers to go to other districts where there were not Missourians
enough to control the election, as there were more at Lawrence than
were needed there. Many volunteered to go, and on the morning of
the election several companies, from one hundred and fifty to two hun-
dred esch, went off to Tecumseh, Hickory Point, Bloomington, and
other places. On the morning of the election the Missourians came
over to the place of voting from their camp, in bodies of one hundred
at a time. Mr. Blanton not appearing, another judge was appointed in
his place, Colonel Young claiming that, as the people of the Territory
had two judges, it was nothing more than right that the Missourians
should have the other one to look after their interests; and Robert A.
Cummins was elected in Blanton’s stead, because he considered that
every man had a right to vote if he had been in the Territory but an
hour.
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** The Missourians brought their tickets with them; but not having
enough, they had three hundred more printed in Lawrence on the even-
ing before and on the day of election. They had white ribbons in their
button-holes to distinguish them from the settlers.

‘“ When the voting commenced, the question of the legality of the
vote of a Mr. Page was raised. Before it was decided, Colonel Samuel
Young stepped up to the window where the votes were received, and
said he would settle the matter. The vote of Mr. Page was withdrawn,
and Colonel Young offered to vote. He refused to take the oath pre-
scribed by the Governor, but swore he was a resident of the Territory;
upon which his vote was received. He told Mr. Abbott, one of the
judges, when asked if he intended to make Kansas his future home,
that it was none of his business; that if he were a resident then he
should ask no more. After his vote was received Colonel Young got
up on the window-sill, and announced to the crowd that he had been
permitted to vote, and they could all come up and vote. He told the
judges that there was no use in swearing the others, as they would all
swear as he had done. After the other judges had concluded to receive
Colonel Young’s vote, Mr. Abbott resigned as judge of election, and
Mr. Benjamin was elected in his place.

‘“ The polls were so much crowded till late in the evening that for a
time, when the men had voted, they were obliged to get out by being
hoisted up on the roof of the building where the election was being held,
and passing out over the house. = Afterwards, a passage-way through the
crowd was made by two lines’of men being formed, through which the
voters could get up to the polls. Colonel Young asked that the old men
be allowed to go up first and vote, as they were tired with the travel-
ing, and wanted to get back to camp. The Missourians sometimes
came up to the polls in procession, two by two, and voted. During
the day the Missourians drove off the ground some of the citizens—DMr.
Stearns, Mr. Bond, and Mr. Willis. They threatened to shoot Mr.
Bond, and a crowd rushed after him, threatening him; and as he ran
after them some shots were fired at him as he jumped off the bank of
the river and made his escape. The citizens of the town went over in
a body late in the afternoon, when the polls had become comparatively
clear, and voted.

‘‘ Before the voting had commenced, the Missourians said if the
judges appointed by the Governor did not receive their votes they would
choose other judges. Some of them voted several times, changing
their hats or coats and coming up to the window again. They said they
intended to vote first, and after they had got through the others could
vote. Some of them claimed a right to vote under the organic act,
from the fact that their mere presence in the Territory constituted them
residents, though they were from Missouri and had homes in Missouri.
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Others said they had a right to vote because Kansas belonged to Mis-
souri, and people from the East had no right to settle in the Territory
and vote there. They said they came to the Territory to elect a Legis-
lature to suit themselves, as the people of the Territory and persons
from the East and the North wanted to elect a Legislature that would
not suit them. They said they had a right to make Kansas a slave
State, because the people of the North had sent persons out to make it
a free State. Some claimed that they had heard that the Emigrant Aid
Society had sent men out to be at the election, and they came to offset
their votes : but the most of them made no such claim. Colonel Young
said he wanted the citizens to vote, in order to give the election some
show of fairness. The Missourians said there would be no difficulty if
the citizens did not interfere with their voting; but they were deter-
miined to vote peaceably, if they could, but vote any how. They said
each one of them was prepared for eight rounds without loading, and
would go to the ninth round with the butcher-knife. Some of them
said that by voting in the Territory they would deprive themselves of
the right to vote in Missouri for twelve months afterwards. The Mis-
sourians began to leave the afternoon of the day of election, though
some did not go home until the next morning. In many cases, when
a wagon-load voted they immediately started for home. On their way
home they said if Governor Reeder did not sanction the election they
would hang him.

‘“The citizens of the town of Lawrence, as a general thing, were
not armed on the day of election, though some had revolvers, but not
exposed as were the arms of the Missourians. They kept a guard
about the town the night after the election, in consequence of the threats
of the Missourians, in order to protect it. The pro-slavery men of the
district attended the nominating conventions of the Free-State men, and
voted for and secured the nominations of men they considered the most
obnoxious to the Free-State party, in order to cause dissension in that
party. Quite a number of settlers came into the district before the day
of election, and after the census was taken. According to the census
returns, there were then in the district 369 legal voters. Of those
whose names are on the census returns, 117 are to be found on the
poll-books of the 3oth of March, 1855. Messrs. Ladd, Babcock, and
Pratt testify to fifty-five names on the poll-books of persons they knew
to have settled in the district after the census was taken, and before
election. A number of persons came into the Territory in March be-
fore the election, from the Northern and Eastern States, intending to
settle, who were in Lawrence on the day of election. At that time
many of them had selected no claims, and had no fixed place of resi-
dence. Such were not entitled to vote. Many of them became dissatis-
fied with the country. Others were disappointed at its political condi-
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tion, and in the price and demand for labor, and returned. Whether
any such voted at the eleetion is not clearly shown; but from the proof,
it is probable that in the latter part of the day, after the great body of
Missourians had voted, some did go to the polls. The number was not
over fifty. These voted the Free-State ticket. The whole number of
names appearing upon the poll-lists is 1034. After full examination,
we are satisfied that not over 232 of these were legal voters, and 802
were non-residents and illegal voters. This district is strongly in favor
of making Kansas a free State, and there is no doubt that the Free-
State ecandidates for the Legislature would have been elected by large
majorities if none but the actual settlers had voted. At the preceding
election, in November, 1854, where none but legal votes were polled,
General Whitfield, who received the full strength of the pro-slavery
party, got but forty-six votes.”

Here was a pretended election in open defiance of the
organic act, the Constitution and all law, and what could or
would be done about it? The Free-State men demanded
that the whole farce should be ignored and a day set for
another election. It was true, a provision had been made
by the Governor for contests, in detail, but under the circum-
stances it was impracticable and unnecessary. The Governor
resided at the Shawnee Mission, near the border of Missouri,
and might have had ocular demonstration of the invasion if
he had kept his eyes open. The bona fide settlers had a right
to believe, from his previous pledges, that such an election
would be ignored. In reply to a letter in the fall previous
from citizens of Leavenworth, he used words of no ambigu-
ous interpretation. In this reply, dated November 21, 1854,
he said :

“ The pledges of that law must be redeemed ; and it were a poor and
pitiless boon to have escaped from the domination of Congress, if we
are only to pass under the hands of another set of self-constituted
rulers, foreign to our soil, and sharing none of our burdens, no matter
what may be their virtues or their worth as men and citizens at home.
It may be very desirable for gentlemen to live among the comforts of
the States, with all the accumulated ¢onveniences and luxuries of an old
home, and make an occasional expedition into our Territory to arrange
our affairs—instruct our people and public officers, and control our
government ; but it does not suit «s, and I much mistake the people of
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this Territory if they submit to it. One thing I am certain of, that
having sworn to perform the duties of the office of Governor with fidel-
ity, I shall denounce and resist it in friend or foe, and without regard
to the locality, the party, the faction, or the ism from which it comes.

*“ Thus much the citizens of Kansas have a right to demand at my
hands, and to fail in it would be the baldest dereliction of official duty.
We believe that we are competent to govern ourselves ; and as we must
bear the consequences of our own errors, and reap the fruit of our own
decisions, we must decline any gratuitous help in making them.

‘“We shall always be glad to see our neighbors across the river as
friends and visitors among us, and will endeavor to treat them with
kindness and hospitality. We shall be still more pleased if they will
2bandon their present homes and dot our beautiful country with their
residences to contribute to our wealth and progress; but until they do
the latter, we must respectfully, but determinedly, decline to allow them
any participation in regulating our affairs.

““When that is to be done, we insist that they shall stand aside and
permit us to do the work ourselves.

‘“'This, gentlemen, with due respect for you personally, is the only
reply I shall give to the suggestions in behalf of your meeting relative
to the time and manner of taking our census and holding our election.

““ Your obedient servant, -
‘“A. H. REEDER.

‘““To F. Gwinner, D. A. N. Grover, C. Miller, Wm. F, Dyer, and
Alfred Jones, Esqrs., Committee.”

Here was language worthy of a Jackson, and the people
of the Territory supposed that a Jackson was behind it.
When, therefore, Mr. Pomeroy sent word to Robinson that
the Governor would like to have some friends near when he
should declare the result of the election, a dozen men from
Lawrence went immediately to his headquarters, ready to
die with him if necessary while in the discharge of his official
duty.

But what was their disappointment and chagrin when,
after guarding him for about two days, he decided to issue
certificates of election to a large majority of persons chosen
by the invaders. Charity would plead ignorance as his ex-
cuse, but even that plea cannot be entertained, for out of his
own mouth is he condemned. In a speech at Easton, on



110 THE KANSAS CONFLICT.

the 3oth of April, he did not plead lack of information. The
Boston A#/as thus comments on the speech and invasion, as
published in the Herald of Freedom of May 26, 1855 :

“THE KANSAS OUTRAGES.

‘‘ In the address of Governor Reeder at Easton, on the 3oth of April,
is the fullest official confirmation of the lawless violence with which the
legal rights of the free citizens of this Territory have been trampled in
the dust. Here we have a witness of the most unimpeachable veracity
—such an one as even the Boston sz or the Concord Patriot must
admit to be authority of the very highest and most indisputable char-
acter. An Administration Democrat of the straightest sect, appointed
by the President to the post of Governor of this Territory—a believer,
even now, in that hollow mockery miscalled ‘ popular sovereignty,’ and
an advocate of this principle in the Nebraska bill. Against such a wit-
ness what whisper of doubt can these journals urge? None whatever.
They cannot but receive his testimony. And what is that testimony?
Is it that these outrages have been provoked by the eagerness of the
advocates of free territory, and therefore to some extent excusable, as
the Fost wounld have its readers infer? Does he cast, even by imputa-
tion, the smallest blame upon the outraged citizens at Kansas? No!
He is open, explicit, dignified, and manly. He plainly and boldly puts
the whole wrong just where it belongs. He tells the citizens of Easton
that the people of the border counties of North Missouri have filled him
with amazement ‘ by their reckless disregard of all laws, compacts, and
constitutions,” that ‘ the Territory of Kansas has been invaded by an
organized army, armed to the teeth, who took possession of her ballot-
boxes and made a Legislature to suit themselves!’

‘“ He testifies to the already established fact that on that occasion
‘ Kansas was subdued, subjugated, and conquered by armed men from
Missouri.” He told his hearers that the solemn duty devolved upon
the North ‘to vindicate and sustain the rights of her sons who had
settled in Kansas on the faith of solemn contracts.” He also declared
* that the accounts of the fierce outrage and wild violence perpetrated at
the clection, and published in the Northern papers, were in nowise
exaggerated.” He concluded by saying that Kansas was now a con-
quered country—conquered by force of arms, but that the citizens were
resolved never to yield their rights, and relied upon the North to aid
them by demonstrations of public sentiment, and all other legal means,
until they shall be fully and trimnphantly vindicated.”

Here Governor Reeder is reported as saying that the
“citizens were resolved never to yield their rights,” and most

i WP ————
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fortunate would it be for his memory if it could be truth-
fully said that he had not yielded them in their stead. But
the practical question was what could be done for a free
State in future? The Legislature, by the organic act, had
power to settle this question by special and explicit authority.
This body could enact a slave code, provide for all future
elections to be controlled by its own appointees, including
one for a constitutional convention, as in fact it proceeded
to do. No further invasion would be needed, as “ returning
boards ” would answer every purpose. It was evident that,
should this election be acquiesced in with its results, the
question at issue was finally disposed of. Should all hope
be abandoned, and if not, what policy should be adopted
and what action taken? If a stand was ever to be made for
a free State, should it be at the beginning or at the end of
the programme of the Slave-State party? If at the begin-
ning, the battle must be fought in Kansas; if at the end, it
must be in Congress. But as Congress had uniformly failed
to accomplish anything for freedom for a generation, hope
in that direction was vain. Had it not just broken down
the barrier of the Missouri Compromise and told the people
of the world, including the State of Missouri, that it would
admit Kansas and Nebraska to the Union, with or without
slavery, as their constitutions might provide? Evidently, if
this battle was to be fought in Congress, the Free-State
settlers had made a mistake in coming to Kansas, and had
better go back East if they did not want to live in a slave
State. But if the conflict was to be settled in Kansas, what
steps were to be taken? The first was to be repudiation of
the fraud. Should this be attempted, a case must be made
out satisfactory to the civilized world, or the repudiators
would be repudiated and fail. As has already appeared, this
conflict involved the entire nation. The pro-slavery party
were dependent upon their friends in the South for sympathy,
material aid, and recruits, as was the Free-State party upon
the North. Fortunately this invasion, as proclaimed by the
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pro-slavery press, both before and after the outrage, saved
all trouble of procuring evidence or presentation of the case
to the jury. Quotations of utterances before the so-called
election have been already given, which show the intent,
and a few are quoted that followed as a plea of guilty to
the actual commission of the crime.

The following, from the St. Louis, Mo., Repubdlican, of
31st March, the day after the election, tells how the irrup-
tionists rejoiced over their mob triumph. It is a dispatch
from Independence to the Eastern press:

‘“ Several hundred returning emigrants from Kansas have just
entered our city. They were preceded by the Westport and Independ-
ence brass bands. They came in at the west side of the public square
and proceeded entirely around it, the bands cheering us with fine music,
and the emigrants with good news. Immediately following the band
were about two hundred horsemen, in regular order; following these
were one hundred and fifty wagons, carriages, etc. They gave repeated
cheers for Kansas and Missouri. They report that not an anti-slavery
man will be in the Legislature of Kansas. We have made a clean
sweep.”’

The following was issued in the shape of an extra from
the Richfield, Mo., Enterprise office, of date April 2, 1885,
and was headed in large capitals in display lines:

‘0! K! on the Goose Question. All Hail! Pro-slavery Party
Victorious!! The Smoke of the Battle is Over.

‘“ Friday, the 3oth ult., was a proud and glorious day—one long to
be remembered; the triumph of the pro-slavery party is overwhelming
and complete,

‘¢ Come on, Southern nien ; bring your slaves and fill up the Territory.
Kansas is saved! Abolition is rebuked, her fortress stormed, her flag
is dragging in the dust! The tri-colored platform has fallen with a
crash; the rotten timbers of its structure were not sufficient to sustain
the small fragments of the party.

¢ Kansas has proved herself tobe S. Q. G, * * *

““ From the best information we have received, the pro-slavery party
have carried their tickets in every district by a vote so decisive that
the free-soil party will return to their masters, Thayer and Company.

‘‘ The election passed off quietly, without the slightest disturbance.
There were on the ground from 1200 to 1500 persons. No man can
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say that he was crowded from the polls. Our opponents are chopfallen ;
they look most dolefully, they talk most hopelessly, and feel, no doubt,
awfully bad.”

The Independence, Mo., Messenger, took up the same

strain:
‘““ KANSAS ELECTION.

‘“On the 3oth ult., the second political battle between slavery and
abolitionism was fought, and abolitionism driven to the bush. The
victory of the pro-slavery party was complete, and it is to be hoped that
the question is now settled forever in that Territory. The fanatical
propagandists of the North have only received a lesson in the Southern
political alphabet; and it may be well for them if they do net push their
inquiries any further. VYankee inquisitiveness is proverbial, but we
opine he has enough Southern and Western learning to do him for a
time. The abolition vote in the Territory was extremely meagre, and
we do not suppose they will have a single member in either branch of
the Legislature. What comes now of the Northern boast that they
were going to abolitionize Kansas, and make it a free State? They
may yet do it, but their prospect is a little gloomy at present.”

After this pretended election the pro-slavery papers pro-
fessed great confidence in the final result. The Kansas
Herald, published at Leavenworth, demonstrated the folly
of further Free-State efforts as follows:

‘“KANSAS SLAVE STATE.

‘“The brilliant and glorious triumph achieved by the noble and
unaided efforts of the gallant and chivalrous sons of the South over the
combined forces of the abolitionists, free-soilers and Emigrant Aid
societies in our late territorial election, furnishes a suitable occasion to
invite immigration from the South to our fair and fertile Territory. It
is well known that the seeming uncertainty of Kansas becoming a slave
State, and the stupendous efforts of the so-called Emigrant Aid societies
to abolitionize our Territory by the importation of hordes of paupers,
hirelings, and convicts have served in a great measure to discourage
and impede emigration from the South. We have been assured time
and again, nor do we doubt, that there are thousands of families in
many of the old Southern States who have been. contemplating for
months past a removal to Kansas, but have been deterred from doing
so through fear of slavery not becoming one of her institutions.

‘“ This obstruction is now obliterated, for the infernal machinations

of the Emigrant Aid societies have been defeated. Abolitionism has
3
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been rebuked and discomfited. Free-soilism has been crippled and
overthrown. The Free White State Party has been annihilated, and
Kansas has declared loudly and decisively in favor of slavery., That
Kansas is to become a slave State will admit of no doubt. The ques-
tion has been decided. Her fate is sealed, and what has long since been
the hope of the pro-slavery party will soon be history.

¢“ Everybody must admit that the popular vote at our late election is
the most infallible exponent of the squatters’ views in regard to the
future introduction of slavery into Kansas. If this be so, we ask, does
the wox populi oppose or favor the introduction of slavery? We pause
for a reply.

‘“ But let us for a moment recapitulate upon the returns of the late
election, which speak for themselves. By reference to our issue, which
contains the official returns of the election, we learn that the total num-
ber of votes polled in the Territory is no less than 5961, out of which
4893 were cast for the pro-slavery party, in favor of making Kansas a
slave State, against 1068 for the free-soil party, in favor of making
Kansas a free State. But why this great disparity, of what is it indica-
tive? Tt shows conclusively that scven-eightiis of our population are in
favor of making Kansas a slave State.”

The Free-State men had abundant evidence that the fraud
was understood throughout the land both by friends and
opponents. The New York Z7zbune, as quoted by the Free
State of May 14, 1855, said:

‘“ After such a gigantic and unmistakable ountrage upon the rights of
the real inhabitants of Kansas, we cannot conceive how Governor
Reeder could have granted any certificates of election. It would
seem that in doing so he must have yielded to intimidation. * * *
It seems that the Governor did grant a number of these certificates, and
then left for Washington. We shall be glad if some of our correspond-
ents there can throw any light on Governor Reeder’s mission thither.
That no lives were taken by these brigands is very evident, because they
were in every case so powerful in number as to render opposition use-
less.

¢¢ It is abundantly demonstrated, from what we have published on the
Kansas election, that a more stupendous fraud was never perpetrated
since the invention of the ballot-box. The crew who will assemble
under the title of the Kansas Territorial Legislature, by virtue of this
outrage, will be a body of men to whose acts no more respect will be due,
and should be no more entitled to the weight of authority, than a Legis-
lature chosen by a tribe of wandering Arabs, who should pitch their
tents and extemporize an election on the prairies of that Territory.”

T R S —
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The New Haven Aulladium said :

‘‘ The recent outrages in Kansas by the border slave-holders of Mis-
souri afford the free people of the North a foretaste of what they must
all come to, in due time, if they permit this heartless despotism to make
any further progress in this country. What is this Union worth with
the preponderance of such influences within its limits> Who would
not cry for dissolution more earnestly than did our fathers for a separa-
tion from the British Crown, if this overshadowing despotism is to
encircle us with its brutalizing influences; and its outrageous defiance
of even the forms of law are to be continued? The last election in
Kansas was more outrageously conducted than the first. Armed slave-
holders from Missouri took entire possession of the polls, and votes
were put into the boxes without any reference to the right, or even to
a show of decency. All that we cherish in our Republican system as
essential to domestic order and the safety of life and property was
rudely trampled under foot. We would have the admission of that
State to this Union resisted, though it costs rivers of blood and a hun-
dred millions of treasure. We trust that when this crisis comes it will
appear that there s @ North.”

Again the New York 77ibune says:

‘“We are not prepared either to say to what these proceedings are
likely to lead. They seem, however, pregnant with the seeds of great
good or evil. They sound in our ears like the distant roar of the com-
ing tempest. Events of startling character and magnitude may stand
in fearful proximity behind that dim and shadowy veil which divides the
present from the future. There is Kansas. Her territory is free soil.
It was never stained by the tread of a slave. Her plains never echoed
to the lash of the slave-driver’s whip, nor the groans of the enchained
bondmen. The millions of the free States have thundered out the
declaration that they never shall. On one side, the slave power has
risen in its might and declared its purpose to subjugate that Territory,
and plant slavery there in defiance of the North, in defiance of the
pleadings of humanity, in defiance of the spirit of freedom. It has
armed its myrmidons, marshalled and sent them forth to execute its
purposes. The symbols of their errand were defiantly promenaded
through the Territory in the late scandalous inroad, in the shape of
negro fiddlers and negro attendants. As the conquerors of old carried
their captives in their train, so did our modern brigands open their
career by a similar demonstration. The appeal is now made to arms.
By the sword they declare shall Kansas be gained to slavery. The
vaunt is openly flung forth, and the challenge to all the world is, let
him dispute us who dare. The first step taken has been to put beneath
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their heel the real residents and occupants of the soil. The next is to
depose the Governor, and pronounce another in his place. A third is
to declare war against all who dare oppose their plans. The army of
slavery is thus encamped on the soil of Kansas, belligerent and fierce.
It pretends to hold the country by the conqueror’s title.

‘“ Such is the position of one side in the struggle for the possession
of Kansas. On the other stands a little band of the sons of freedom,
just now borne down by numbers, but resolute in purpose and ready to
do their part in repelling the barbarian invaders. The question is
whether they are to be seconded by the people of the North. Is there
a gerruine spirit of freedom in the country, ready to do something
against the atrocious strides of the slave power to continental dominion?
Are there those who are willing to migrate to Kansas to aid in main-
taining the freedom of Kansas at the cost of such perils as may arise?
Are the Northern people generally up to the demand of the civilization
and the humanity of the times? Do they mean Kansas shall be free?
If they do, that is enough. The force that shall drive out hordes of
land pirates who have made their descent upon Kansas will not be long
in forming. Swayed and inspired by the sentiments of freedom, they
will scatter its enemies like chaff. But we are not quite sure that the
people of the free States are in earnest in the resolve to maintain the
freedom of Kansas. We do not know whether the emigrants thither
from the free States will prove themselves to accept the responsibilities
of their position, and meet the issue raised by the slave-holders. If
they do, the time is here for the North to show that her people are
worthy of their sires. 1f it be otherwise, their degradation is unspeak-
able and they are fit only to live as the slaves of slaves.”

The Worcester Spy said:

‘“ Every account from Kansas concerning the occurrences which took
place there at the election on the 30th of March tends to establish the
fact of the perpetration by the Missourians of one of the grossest out-
rages that ever was committed upon American citizens. Alleged Aus-
trian and Cuban outrages upon the persons and liberties of our country-
men abroad dwindle down into utter insignificance in comparison with
the brigandism which was perpetrated upon the people of Kansas by
the ruffians of Missouri at the period named. Accustomed, as we have
been, to the almost boundless insolence and unrestrained aggressions
of the slave power, it still seems scarcely possible for us to believe that
men bearing the names of ‘American freemen ’ could be guilty of such
cowardly assaults upon their fellow-citizens: such dastardly attacks
upon the very principle of ‘ squatter sovereignty,” which they profess
to cherish, and such unprovoked, unjustifiable assaults upon the freedom
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and independence of a Territory with which they have no shadow of
right to interfere, as have been committed by Atchison and Stringfel-
low, and the scoundrels with whom they have twice carried war into
Kansas. 3

‘It is shown that an army of Missonrians, armed with rifles, re-
volvers, and knives, with a regular organized commissariat, and with
cannon, invaded the Territory of Kansas on the 29th of March last;
and on the 3cth, prevented, by military outrage, the people of that
Territory from voting for a territorial Legislature, at the same time dic-
tating who shall be members of that Legislature.

‘“ If Atchison and Stringfellow had organized their army of ruffians
for the purpose of invading Mexico, the general Government would
have seized those men and would have punished them severely for levy-
ing war. Why not do so in this case? It is the bounden duty of the
general Government to protect our Territories from invasion and their
inhabitants from foreign aggression. Why do they not do it in this
case of Kansas? The old answer comes to us with the same everlasting
response—the invaders of Kansas went there to establish slavery, and
slavery, which is now the supreme power at Washington, strikes the
Government blind and dumb with moral paralysis. It dare not act
against the power that made it. It dare not complain of the outrages
which it originally invited, by ignoring the Missouri Compromise, and
which it has since encouraged by its drivelling policy.

‘“ But this condition of things is not a permanent one. The next
Congress will utterly condemn such proceedings. In the meantime let
the freemen of the North and West pour into the Territory, and in a
few months the freedom of Kansas will be established so that no ruffians
will be able to browbeat and intimidate those who alone have the right
to regulate its municipal affairs.”

The New York Evening Fost said :

‘“ If there was any provocation either to force or fraud, it was simply
a provocaton to retaliate by sending colonists friendly to the institution
of slavery. The Territory was open to the inhabitants of slave States
as well as free. All they had to do was to occupy it and frame its
institutions after their own pattern, if they could.

‘“ The emigration from the free States, say these apologists for the
dishonest proceedings of the Missourians, was a challenge and defiance.
Let it be a challenge to a race and not to a fight. It was boldly and
openly made. ‘Let us see,” they said, ‘who, in a fair contest of speed,
will get into the country first.” The Missourians, instead of abiding
by the challenge and giving their antagonists a fair field, take arms in
their hands and drive them out of it. It is precisely as if two men
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should bet on a horse race, and one of them seeing the other likely to
win, should snatch the stakes out of the hands of the holder and run
off with them. This is an illustration which we suppose will be under-
stood in Missouri.”

Some of the Southern papers did not seem as hopeful as
the border editors. The Charleston Nezes said :

‘“ UNMITIGATED CURSE.

‘‘ There never was a completer or more disastrous miscarriage than
the Nebraska bill. It has not only blasted every expectation that was
originally formed of it, but it proved to its authors a positive and un-
mitigated curse. Instead of strengthening the harmony of the country,
it has given rise to the intensest resentment and discord. Instead of
giving effect and confirmation to the compromise of 1830, it has blasted
that compromise into nothingness. Instead of securing two additional
slave States to the Union, it has secured two additional free States.
And instead of putting an end to free-soil doctrine, it has given that
doctrine a power and a respectability which it never possessed before,
and which, we believe, it could never have attained through any other
medium than that opened by the bill.”

The Louisville Journal/, under the head of “The late
Doings in Kansas and Missouri,” said :

‘It is painful to speak of the occurrences in Kansas and upon its
borders within the last few weeks, but they are too important in their
nature, and are likely to be by far too important in their consequences
to be passed by in silence. We have waited to see statements from all
sides in order that we might be able to speak upon the subject without
danger of being mistaken. We have no feeling that could prompt us
to speak as a partisan. We wanted the Missouri Compromise to be let
alone, but, as it has been repealed, we wish to see Kansas admitted at
the proper time into the Union as a State, either with or without
slavery, as her own qualified voters shall decide.

‘“ We have only slight means of judging whether a majority of the
present population of Kansas Territory are for or against making it a
slave State. But it certainly cannot he denied with a semblance of
truth that the recent election, so called, of delegates to the territorial
Legislature was the most open and scandalous mockery of an election
ever heard of in the United States, the old Plaquemine clection of 1844
scarcely excepted. An official census of the inhabitants of the Territory
was carefully taken only four weeks before the election, and from this
it appears that, in some precincts alone, the votes polled at the election

—
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considerably surpassed the whole number of voters in the entire Terri-
tory. The truth is, an army of Missourians, variously estimated at
from three thousand to five thousand, armed with bowie-knives and
pistlos and rifles, and even cannon, marched into Kansas on the day
before election, distributed themselves wherever they were wanted,
awed all opposition to silence, deposed and put up election judges to
suit themselves, allowed the privilege of voting to whom they pleased,
compelled by threats and the display of weapons the receiving of their
own votes, offered personal violence to all who were obnoxious to
them, carried everything before them, and, the next day, returned to
Missouri under streaming banners, and to the music of fife and drum
and trumpet. * * *

‘‘ The determination of the Missourians living near the borders of
Kansas to make that Territory a slave Territory and a slave State at all
hazards, and by whatever means, is abundantly evident from the late
proceedings of the residents of Platte County, Missouri. In that case
all the principal men of the county, to the number of two hundred,
assembled as a mob, destroyed a newspaper press simply because it
would not recognize the right of Missourians to vote in Kansas, at-
tempted to take the lives of the editors and proprietors, and solemnly
pledged their word and honor that, if those gentlemen should dare to
settle in any portion of Kansas, they, the people of Platte County, Mis-
souri, would follow them into the Territory and put them to death!
Thus this Missouri mob, a portion of the army of pistol and bowie-
knife voters who had crossed into Kansas and borne down everybody
and everything at the election, now boldly and andaciously announced
to the world that they claimed and wounld exercise the prerogative of
deciding who should and who should not settle in the Territory of Kan-
sas; that they wonld not permit the people of Kansas to decide this
matter for themselves; that they would cross the line and cut the
throats of any who should presume to become inhabitants of the new
Territory against their wishes.

‘“ If any man, whether editor or private citizen, chooses to brand us
as free-soil in our propensities because we denounce the outrages of
the Missourians upon the rights of the inhabitants of Kansas, and are
in favor of permitting those inhabitants to fix their own institutions for
themselves according to the provision of the Nebraska law and without
obstruction or hindrance from any outside power, we have only to say
that he is a calumniator. The late proceedings in Kansas and Missouri
are infinitely more to be deplored by the South than by the North. © We
all know that a deep and terrible excitement was created throughout the
North by the Missouri Compromise repeal, which gave to the people of
Kansas the nominal power of deciding by their own votes whether they
would have slavery or not, and we all know, too, that there has been,
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from the date of the repeal, a mighty array of strength in the North,
resolved on never permitting Kansas to come into the Union as a slave-
holding State, no matter with what kind of a constitution she might
apply. By a course of fairness and moderation this perverse and wrong
resolve on the part of the North might possibly, and even probably, be
overcome, but we ask how it can fail to be vastly and boundlessly
strengthened and increased when the people of a slave-holding State, in
utter disregard of the rights guaranteed to Kansas, avowedly control
her elections by physical force, decide in mob meetings who shall and
shall not be tolerated within its borders, adopt measures for forcing a
slave constitution upon her, whether her settlers are willing or not, and
brandish the murderous blade before the eyes of the world as the instru-
ment by which they mean, in the event of resistance, to execute their
designs.”’
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REPUDIATION.—MEANS OF DEFENSE.—THE COUNTRY AGI-
TATED.—THE FIRST KANSAS CELEBRATION OF THE FOURTH
OF JULY.

IMMEDIATELY after the decision of Governor Reeder, the
resident agent of the Emigrant Aid Company came to the
conclusion that there was but one hope for a free State, and
that was to repudiate not only the election, but Governor
Reeder’s action in giving certificates to the invaders. He
had seen what law-making could effect in the control
of oppressors as against the oppressed in California, and.
knew very well what might be expected from this Legis-
lature that had just been legalized by the Governor's act,
so far as illegality and fraud could be legalized. The
Legislature could pass laws, as did the California Legis-
lature regarding land titles, purposely to deprive one class
of citizens of all legal protection. It was true, repudiation
was a most desperate remedy, but the case was desperate.
The fraudulent Legislature would be sustained by the Fed-
eral Executive and territorial judiciary, backed by the ter-
ritorial militia and Federal army. While the fraud was
patent to all, had been published throughout the land and
condemned by all Northern and many Southern men, it was
no easy matter to draw the line and keep on the right side
of it. While Northern papers would justify and uphold
repudiation of the bogus Legislature and its enactments,
scarcely a man north of Mason and Dixon’s line would
justify the lifting of a finger against Federal authority. It
was therefore necessary in this conflict to draw the line at
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that point. But how could this be done? The laws would
be adjudicated by Federal judges and executed by a Fed-
eral governor and United States marshal. All justices of
the peace, probate judges, sheriffs, and constables would be
creatures of the usurpation. The Territory was without
other law, except common and Federal law, so far as this
was applicable to crimes, and the American people were
law-abiding. What influence could keep the Free-State
settlers from giving in their adherence, and thus making
this usurpation a Government @e facto, although not a Gov-
ernment de jure? No new election of both houses of the
Legislature would be held for two years. Would it be pos-
sible to hold out that length of time without law, while
branded as repudiators and traitors by the Federal Executive
and one-half of the people of the country? Had the Free-
State settlers been high dignitaries, ex-members of Congress,
or ex-officers of any kind, such a course would have been
scouted as impracticable and utopian; but, fortunately, all
the Free-State settlers at this time were actuated and gov-
erned by a conviction of right and natural justice, and did
not stop to count the cost. And, even if they had stopped
to forecast the future, it would have been shrouded in thick
darkness. There had been no precedents that could throw
light upon the situation, except on a small scale in California,
and they were obliged to make the venture in the dark,
trusting to prudent and wise conduct to bring them through.
Should this policy of repudiation be adopted, means of de-
fense must be provided. Even without taking this step, and
before the election, bullying, browbeating, and bluster had
become intolerable. Four men with their pro-slavery allies
had frightened the whole town company of Lawrence into
giving up to them nearly one-half of the town site, to which
they had no legal or equitable right. The result of the
election gave these blusterers and bullies new courage, and
they were and would be more unendurable than ever. Ac-
cordingly, on returning from the Mission where the final act
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in the drama had been played by the Governor, George W.
Deitzler was sent with a letter to Eli Thayer for one hun-
dred Sharp’s rifles. These rifles were needed in self-defense
against ruffians, and not for offensive war against the Fed-
eral Government, and were so used. General Deitzler, in
his letter to the invitation committee of the Quarter Centen-
nial Convention, at Lawrence, in September, 1879, gives this
account of his mission :

.

‘“ SaN Francisco, September 8, 1879.

“ Sudge J. S, Emery and others, Committee of Old Settlers, Law-
rence, Kansas :

‘“ GENTLEMEN: I regret exceedingly that it will be impossible for
me to accept your kind invitation to attend the meeting of Old Settlers
of Kansas, at Lawrence, on the 15th inst.

““Time is making sad inroads upon our ranks. We are passing
rapidly away. Soon the ¢ Old Guard’ will have none of their number
left to call the roll. It is gratifying to observe that your State His-
torical Saciety is collecting the materials for a full and correct history of
the stirring events of 1855 and 1856, and no doubt justice will be done
to the people who perilled their all in securing freedom to Kansas, as well
as to those generous and patriotic men and women who inaugurated
and sustained the aid societies which proved such valuable instrumen-
talities in the furtherance of the cause. Among the latter stands the
able and truly good man, Hon. Eli Thayer, whose letter of acceptance
of your invitation, published in the Lawrence Journal, recalls an incident
of 1855, to which I beg to refer briefly. Some six weeks after my
arrival in the Territory, and only a few days after the territorial election
of March 3oth, at which time Kansas was invaded by an armed force
from the Southern States, and the actual Free-State settlers were driven
from the polls, Governor Charles Robinson, than whom no truer or
braver man ever espoused the cause of free Kansas, requested me to
visit Boston with a view of securing arms for our people, to which I
assented. Preparations were quickly and quietly made, and no one
knew the object of my mission except Governor Robinson and Hon.
Joel Grover. At Worcester I presented my letter from Governor
Robinson to Mr. Thayer, just as he was leaving Oread Home for the
morning Boston train. Within an hour after our arrival in Boston,
the executive committee of the Emigrant Aid Society held a meeting
and delivered to me an order for one hundred Sharp’s rifles, and I
started at once for Hartford, arriving there on Saturday.evening. The
guns were packed on the following Sunday, and I started for home on
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Monday morning. The boxes were marked ‘ Books.” I took the pre-
caution to have the (cap) cones removed from the guns and carried
them in my carpet sack, which sack would have been missing in the
event of the capture of the guns by the enemy. On the Missouri River
I met Hon. John and Joseph L. Speer, for the first time. They did
not know me, but may remember the exciting incidents at Booneville
and other points along the river. I arrived at Lawrence with the
‘ Beecher Bibles’ several days before the special election, in April,
called by Governor Reeder. But no guns were needed upon that
occasion, as the ruffians ignored that election, and when the persons
elected upon that day presented their credentials to the Legislature at
Pawnee, they were kicked out without ceremony.

‘1 have not referred to this transaction from any motives of personal
vanity, but simply to revive a feeling of gratitude towards Mr. Thayer
and his associates, for the kind and patriotic assistance rendered by
them to the Free-State people from the beginning to the end of the
great struggle which terminated, happily, in the overthrow of American
slavery, and to show how promptly they gave attention to the business
which took me to Boston. Those rifles did good service in the ¢ border
war,’ and their movements in the hands of the brave and fearless
Stubbs would furnish incidents for a very interesting chapter in the
history of the Old Settlers. It was, perhaps, the first shipment of
arms for our side, and it incited a healthy feeling among the unarmed
Free-State settlers, which permeated and encrgized them until even the
Quakers were ready to fight. The temptation exists to say more while
I am up, but I must forbear. I beg to be remembered by all, and
trust the Old Settlers will have a jolly good time at this and at all
future meetings.

“Very respectfully, Geo. W. DEITZLER.”

These were the first weapons procured for the defense of
the settlers in their repudiation career, and were indispen-
sable. As soon as their arrival was known a change in the
atmosphere was perceptible, most agreeable to Free-State
men and most chilling to the ardor of Slave-State men. So
salutary was their effect in the town that settlers wanted to
try them in the country, and the following letter was given
to Hon. J. B. Abbott:

‘ LAWRENCE, July 26, 18535.
‘“ MR. THAYER—DEAR SIR: The bearer, J. B. Abbott, is a resi-

dent of this district, on the Wakarusa, about four miles from Lawrence.
There is a military company formed in his neighborhood, and they are
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anxious to procure arms. Mr. Abbott is a gentleman in whom you
can place implicit confidence, and is true as steel to the canse of free-
dom in Kansas. In my judgment, the rifles in Lawrence have had a
very good effect, and I think the same kind of instruments in other
places would do more to save Kansas than almost anything else. Any-
thing you can do for Mr. Abbott will be gratefully appreciated by the
people of Kansas. We are in the midst of a revolution, as you will
see by the papers. How we shall come out of the furnace, God only
knows. That we have got to enter it, some of us, there is no doubt;
but we are ready to be offered.
‘“ In haste, very respectfully yours, for freedom for a world,
““ C. ROBINSON.”

(The above letter has the following endorsement :)

““OFFICE OF THE NEW ENGLAND EMIGRANT AID COMPANY,
‘“ No. 3 Winter Street, Boston, August 10, 1855.

‘“ Dr. Charles Robinson, within mentioned, is an agent of the Emi-
grant Aid Company, and-is worthy of implicit confidence. We cheer-
fully recommend Mr. J. B. Abbott to the public.

‘““C. H. BRANSCOMB, Secretary pro tem.”

Major Abbott also procured a mountain howitzer with
ammunition, as well as Sharp’s rifles. During the spring and
summer several invoices of arms were received for different
parts of the Territory, nearly all furnished through the assist-
ance of persons connected with the Aid Company. The
following letters will show the interest taken by Amos A.
Lawrence, one of the most earnest and efficient friends

Kansas ever had:
‘“ BosToN, August 11, 1855.

‘“ DEAR SIR: Request Mr. Palmer to have one hundred Sharp’s
rifles packed in casks, like hardware, and to retain them subject to my
order. Also to send the bill to me by mail. I will pay it either with
my note, according to the terms agreed on between him and Dr. Webb,
or in cash, less interest at seven per cent. per annum.

‘“ Yours truly, AMO0s A. LAWRENCE.

“Mr. J. B. Abbott, care of A. Rogers, Hartford, Conn.”
‘“ BosTON, August 20, 1855.

‘““My DEeAR Sir: This installment of carbines is far from being
enough, and I hope the measures you are taking will be followed up

.until every organized company of trusty men in the Territory shall be
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supplied. Dr. Cabot will give me the names of any gentlemen here
who subscribe money, and the amount, of which I shall keep a mem-
orandum, and promise them that it shall be repaid either in cash, or in
rifles, whenever it is settled that Kansas shall not be a province of
Missouri. Therefore keep them in capital order, and above all, take
good care they do not fall into the hands of the Missourians after you
once get them into use.

““ You must dispose of these where they will do the most good, and
for this purpose you should advise with Dr. Robinson and Mr. Pom-
eroy.

“ Yours truly, AMO0Ss A. LAWRENCE.

“Mr. James B. Abbott, care of A. Rogers, Hartford.”

‘“ BosToN, August 24, 1855.

‘“ My DEeaARr SIR: The rifles ought to be on the way. Have you
forwarded them? How much money have you received? The Topeka
people will require half of these.

““Yours truly, AMOs A. LAWRENCE.

“Mr. J. B. Abbott.”

The howitzer was procured in New York through the
agency of Horace Greeley, Olmstead, and others. It would
seem that the statements of Deitzler and Abbott, with the
letters of Lawrence, Olmstead, and others, on file at the
rooms of the Historical Society, would be conclusive as to the
date of furnishing arms to Kansas, and as to the instrumen-
tality by which they were furnished, but at a reunion of
abolitionists at Boston, in September, 1890, F. B. Sanborn
said that “ John Brown had carried for his sons’ use a small
stock of arms before the Sharp’s rifles from Boston go there.”
On turning to ‘“ Appleton’s Cyclopedia of Biography,” page
403, it appears that John Brown’s sons, when they went
to Kansas, in 1855, “ were so little prepared for an armed
struggle that they had among them only two small shot-guns
and a revolver,” while John Brown himself did not go to
Kansas till October of that year. This, however, is of no
importance, except to show how romance differs from state-
ments in cyclopedias and documents in historical societies.
In this speech of Mr. Sanborn he belittles the work of the aid
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companies, and, while he concedes there may have been
good accomplished in an indifferent manner by others, there
were but two men indispensable and worthy to be named,
and one of these was John Brown and the other James H.
Lane. But, up to the 3oth of March, at the election of a
Legislature which was to decide the question of slavery or
no slavery, neither of these indispensable men had put in an
appearance, nor, in fact, did either appear till the policy of
the Free-State men had been decided upon and arms had
been ordered for putting it in force. According to a letter of
John Brown, Jr., published in the Cleveland Zeader, in the
month of October, 1854, ‘‘five of the sons of John Brown,
residents of the State of Ohio, made their arrangements to
emigrate to Kansas.” In the spring of 1855, three of them
started from Illinois to drive through some cattle, while the
two others went by rail, river, and land to a place eight
miles west of Osawatomie. As he says, they had for the five
brothers two squirrel guns and a revolver. Here, then, is
the alacrity of the Brown sons, while the father did not ar-
rive till October. How about Thayer and his Aid Com-
pany, and the settlers not worthy of a name in this conflict ?
Within one month of the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska bill,
three agents of that company, Colonel James Blood, C. H.
Branscomb, and Charles Robinson, were en routfe for Kansas
to arrange for its settlement.  Six parties had emigrated from
the extreme East in the summer and fall of 1854, and several
in the spring of 1855. Several parties not connected directly
with this company also emigrated, besides a large number in-
dependently of all parties. Several Free-State newspapers had
been published since the first of January,1855—7%¢ Herald
of Freedom, Tvibune, and Free State—and several Free-
State towns started, among them Lawrence, Topeka, Man-
hattan, Wabaunsee, and Osawatomie. All this had been
done before the Browns got fairly waked up to what was
going on in the United States of America. Suppose Thayer,
Sam Wood, Wakefield, G. W. Brown, the Speers, Miller and
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Elliot, Holliday, Sam Walker Deitzler, Abbott, Goodnow,
Eldridges, Savages, Duncans, Smiths, Tappan, Fuller, Clarke,
and others without number, had been as sleepy as the Brown
family, where would free Kansas have been? Evidently the
question would have been settled, and forever. There would
have been no occasion for an invasion from Missouri and
the South, as there would have been only pro-slavery settlers
and voters in the Territory, and no persons would have ever
afterwards migrated to Kansas unless they were willing to live
in a slave state, which Kansas would have been without a
struggle. Unquestionably the Free-State settlers who arrived
in Kansas previous to the 3oth of March, 1855, made the in-
vasion necessary on the part of the Slave-State men, and the
infamy and illegality of that invasion gave a fighting chance
for success to the methods adopted by the Free-State party.

How did Lane, the other indispensable, welcome these
Sharp’s rifles? A letter from Lawrence to the Milwaukee
Sentinel, supposed to be by E. D. Ladd, dated May 23,
1835, a short time after Lane’s arrival in the Territory, gives
this account of the reception of the rifles, just before the
second election, called to fill vacancies in the Legislature :

‘“ LAWRENCE, KANsaAs, May 23d.

‘‘ An intense excitement was produced in the minds of a few of our
citizens—I need not say who—preceding the election, by the arrival
on the Emma Harmon of five boxes of books, which, on Deing opened,
proved to be, instead of books, one hundred of Sharp’s rifles, capable
of discharging 1000 shots per minute. Threats and imprecations were
loud and long. *‘If not sent back immediately they would be thrown
into the Kansas;’ ‘ there would be an armed force from Missouri here
to take them ;' ‘it was the work of the Emigrant Aid Society, for the
purpose of overawing and holding in subjection the Western men;’
‘it was opposed to the Constitution of the United States; ’—Heaven
save the Constitution if these men are its defenders ! —" if there were two
or three days before election, they would give us occasion to use them.’
Such were the feelings and expressions. Even Colonel Lane, the
distingunished ex-Congressman of Indiana, who is now one of our citi-
zens, advised their being sent back. No, gentlemen, they never go
back, and if they go into the Kansas, we go with them, and we don't
go alone.”
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But to return from this digression to the condition of the
Territory in the summer and fall of 1855. Notwithstanding
the wholesome influence of the Sharp’s rifles, petty annoy-
ances were continued by the pro-slavery men whenever the
advantage of an encounter was on their side. Two or more
in company would pounce upon a Free-State man when un-
armed and alone, and do more or less bodily harm. To put
an end to this, a secret organization was effected of men
pledged to stand by each other under all circumstances, and
to see that these assailants were properly cared for. Also a
California bully was engaged, and paid by the month to de-
vote his time to the business in hand. This policy proved
to be most successful. The name of this man was Dave
Evans, and his only instructions were to act on the defensive
with his fists and revolver, while with his tongue he might
take the offensive according to the merits of each case.
While from first to last it was the policy of the Free-State
men to do no wrong, and comrmit no crime, self-defense was
always in order. This the pro-slavery men could not under-
stand. Because of the discreet conduct of Free-State men
they were at first thought to be cowardly, but by degrees their
opponents opened their eyes to the situation. The first man
killed was in the fall of 1854, soon after the election of dele-
gate to Congress. A pro-slavery man in an insulting man-
ner assaulted a Free-State man, who shot him dead. A trial
followed, but self-defense was pleaded successfully. After
the second election another pro-slavery man was killed.
Malcolm Clark, of Leavenworth, a pro-slavery man, assailed
Cole McCrea, a Free-State man, with a piece of scantling,
when McCrea shot him dead. This caused great excitement
for a time, and McCrea was held a prisoner at the Fort, but
as the facts became known the excitement subsided, no in-
dictment was found by the grand jury, and the prisoner went
free. A few lessons of this nature were eye-openers to many
who had despised the Free-State men as hirelings and pau-

pers. One of the most efficient men in this game was S. N.
9
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Wood, of Quaker parentage, from Ohio. He was ever ready
for a scrimmage. One day, as he called for the mail for the
citizens of Lawrence, at the post-office at Westport, while
behind the boxes with the postmaster, some person in the
crowd in the store used insulting language about him, which
Wood overheard. When he had procured his mail he
walked out from behind the screen and called for his in-
sulter. He was pointed out, when Wood suddenly placed
him upon the floor, and gave him the weight of a Free-State
fist in his face and left him among his friends. Again, Wood
had a claim against a man for some money which he had re-
fused to pay. He said he had it in his pocket, but he defied
any one to get it. Wood immediately proceeded to take
the amount due from the pockets of his debtor. This was
all the law that was recognized at that time, and Wood, be-
ing a lawyer, knew how to enforce it.

Making life a burden and worrying out Free-State settlers
in Kansas by petty persecution was not the only occupation
of the Slave-State men. There was a paper at Parkville,
Missouri, called the Zuminary, that had dared to criticise the
raid into Kansas, and a pro-slavery paper gives this account
of its treatment, as published in the Free State of Lawrence,
May 7, 1855

'~ “PARKVILLE MOB RESOLUTIONS.

“‘ Resolved, 1. That the Parkville /udustrial Luminary is a nuisance
which has been endured too Tong, and should.now be abated.

‘“ 2. That the editors, to wit: G. S. Parks and W. J. Patterson, are
traitors to the State and country in which they live, and should be dealt
with as such.

‘3. That we meet here again this day three weeks, and if we find
G. S. Parks and W, J. Patterson in this town then, or at any subse-
quent time, we will throw them into the Missouri River, and if they go
to Kansas to reside, we pledge our honor as men to follow and hang
them wherever we can take them.

‘‘4. That, at the suggestion of our Parkville friends, we will attend
to some other free-soilers not far off.

‘“5. That we will suffer no person belonging to the Northern
Methodist Church to preach in Platte County after this date, under
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penalty of tar and feathers for the first offense, and hemp rope for the
second.

‘6. That we earnestly call upon our sister counties throughout the
State to rise in their might and clean themselves of free-soilism.

‘“7. That our peace, our property, and our safety require us at this
time to do our duty.

‘“8. That we request every pro-slavery paper in Missouri and Kan-
sas to publish the above resolutions.

‘“The press was then shouldered, with a white cap drawn over its
head and labelled ‘ Boston Aid’; the crowd followed in regular order.
It was marched up through town néarly to the upper landing, and there,
with three hearty cheers,. it was deposited in the tomb of ‘ all the Capu-
lets,” to wit, the Missouri River.

‘“ A speech was then made to the crowd, and they dispersed peace-
ably, each taking the road to his own home.

““ During the day frequent telegraphic dispatches were received from
both ends of the line, of a most encouraging nature. Sic transit gloria
Saturdi.”

All Free-State papers in Kansas were threatened with like
destruction.

The Platte, Mo., A7gus, published this under the caption
“ Quietus of the Press”:

‘“We further say, that the people having determined that Ransas
shall become a slave State, will probably put a gazetus upon abolition
presses in Kansas Territory. The ‘ freedom of the press’ is not for
. traitors and incendiaries, but for those confining themselves within the
bounds of the constitution and the laws; and no bravado, no threats or
challenges of any character whatever, will prevent the people of the
South from driving from their midst men dangerous to their constitu-
tional rights and liberties.”

Although the Legislature had been secured by the inva-
sion and the weakness of the Governor, those on the border,
and in Kansas knew very well that the Free-State men were
not conquered, although temporarily beaten. While the pro-
slavery men claimed everything, and declared that the ques-
tion was forever settled, they were more active than ever in
their efforts to arouse the South and intimidate the North.
The Herald of Freedom, of June 16, 1855, quotes the St.
Louis Zntelligencer as follows:
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‘“ The light that is breaking upon the western horizon looks very
much like the lurid flame of civil war. It is a solemn crisis that now
impends over the country. We know that agents are out from western
Missouri, striving to excite the people of the rest of the State to join
them in the violent proceedings they have already started in Platte
County. .

‘“If they succeed, Missouri will soon be in a flame. It will spread
to the South ; the Union itself will perish like a burnt scroll!

¢« It is time for every patriot to be cool and firm. Our country must
not perish thus. Our homes, our property, wives, and children must
not be given up to civil war, mob law, and anarchy, to serve the purpose
of a few desperate politicians. DBut there is great cause of alarm, and
we warn our friends throughout the State that a volcano will speedily
burst under their feet and destroy the State and the Union, unless they
have virtue, prudence, and courage enough to resist approaches that will
be made to them.”

In the same issue the Sywattfer Sovereign is quoted as
saying:

‘‘ From reports now received of Reeder, he never intends returning
to our borders. Skould ke do so, we, without hesitation, say that our
people ought to hang him by the neck, like a traitor’s dog, as he is, so soon
as he puls his uniallowed feet upon our shores.

“* * * Reeder is unworthy of the place he fills—wholly unfit to
rule the independent sovereigns of Kansas. He cannot longer act as
their Governor. They will not submit to it. 'We call upon our people
to take the matter in hand. There is no other remedy. Vindicate your

charactegs and the Territory, and showld the ungrateful dog dave to come

amongst us again, haug him to the first rolten tree. There is no other
remedy, and the character of ourselves and our country requires us to
.act. A military force demanded—poor, contemptible puppy!—could
an honorable, high-minded American citizen ever dream of such a de-
mand? Nothing but the dark and muddy waters of abolitionism could
have produced such an offspring as Reeder.”

The St. Louis NVezes had this to say:

“ What has become of David R. Atchison, the former Vice-President,
by courtesy, of the United States, the wagon orator, the man who con-
tended with Stephen A. Douglas for the honor of having repealed the
Missouri Compromise; the boozy backwoods speaker, who, in his
maudlin speeches, blackguards better and greater men than himself, and
speaks of John Bell as a ‘ miserable devil’—where is he? He left his
seat and duties in the Scnate, and came to Missouri, before the close of
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"Congress, to get himself elected to the Senate for a second term, but he
didn’t succeed.

‘“ Rumors have reached us of tremendous threats made by him in re-
lation to Missouri and Kansas, and we should like to know if he is go-
ing to carry them out. We understand and believe that David R.
Atchison is at the bottom of all the troubles that have afflicted Kansas,
and is the chief instigator of the meetings, mobs and cabals, threats and
excitements which threaten to plunge the border into a wild fratricidal
strife.  Atchison is the prime mover, and Stringfellow is his man of all
work. Atchison is safely and quietly ensconced in his Platte County
farm, testing the glories of those five barrels of ‘ Derby,” while his
myrmidons, to whom he gives his orders, are scouring the country and
arousing the people by flaming appeals to strife and bloodshed.

“ Does our boozy ‘ Old Bourbon’ think he is going to drift on the
current of this fierce storm into the United States Senate? If so, he is
mistaken. Missouri will not permit herself to be represented in the
national councils by a political gambler, who would jeopardize his
country’s peace for his own selfish, sordid aggrandizement.”

The Charleston, S. C., Mercury sent up this shout of vic-

tory :
‘“THE KANSAS HOWL.

¢ Never since the world began, among the demons in Milton’s ¢ black
abyss,’ or the damned in Dante’s Inferno, has there been heard such a
howl as is now set up all over the North, by the dogs of fanaticism,
upon their recent drubbing in Kansas. The abolition journals pour
out daily diatribes against the hardy Missourians who drove away from
their doors the horde of negro-stealers who threatened to oyerwhelm
them. Now, really, the whole affair is decidedly ‘ the best joke of the
season.” Bent upon ousting slavery from this fertile region by any and
all means, not willing that civilization should flow on in its natural
course, and determine by natural laws its institutions, but hastening to
fill it up with hireling fanatics, seize the polls and control the Govern-
ment. The abolitionists find themselves beaten, routed at their own
game—their own emissaries made to vote the slavery ticket—while the
triumphant Missourians march back to Independence with colors flying
and bands of music, rejoicing that ‘ Kansas is safe!” No wonder they
now howl and rend their garments, for fanaticism has for once met its
master and been made to crouch. It is a signal and timely lesson.
Had the South in its past contest exhibited half the courage and prompt-
ness of Atchison and his true men, abolitionism would have been long
since a harmless thing. It is also a timely lesson to the North, yet
which will scarcely be heeded in its present fierce and aggressive mood,
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that there is a point at which the South will rise and wipe out, with
deeds worthy of her hope and destiny, the wrongs and shame of the
past.”

But, while the South was being thus cultivated for a new
crop of invaders, the field in Kansas was not overlooked.
Claim disputes were frequent, and persons singled out for
mob violence. Near Lecompton two men, Hancock and
Oakley, were removed from their claims, and one cabin
burned. ‘‘ Marauding expeditions,” says the Herald of Fice-
dom of June 2, 1853, ““ were frequently sent out for the pur-
pose of annoying the settlers, or with the view of expelling
them from their claims.” Nothing could so influence the
people of Missouri and the South as negro-stealing, as it was
termed, and if a person was to be made specially obnoxious,
this charge would be made. To mob a “nigger” thief
would meet with the highest approval and reward. Among
others the local agent of the Aid Company was set apart for
consideration. The Herald of Fieedom of June 16, 1855,
has this clipping from the Frontier News:

‘“We every day see handbills offering rewards for runaway negroes
from Jackson and neighboring counties. Where do they go? There is
an underground railroad leading out of western Missouri, and we would
respectfully refer owners of lost niggers to the conductors of these
trains. Inquire of Dr. Robinson, sole agent for the transportation of
fugitive niggers.”

In the issue of the 23d of the same month is the fol-
lowing :

‘“ Dr. Robinson is the sole agent for the underground railroad leading
out of western Missouri, for the transportation of fugitive ‘niggers.’ His
office is in Lawrence, K. T. Give him a call.”— ZLeawvenworth Herald.

To which the editor of the Herald of Freedom added:

‘“We will go bail for the Doctor that he will be happy to receive a
visit from his friends at any time. Messrs. Eastin and Pollard, when
shall we inform Dr. R. that you and party will call upon him?”
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This defiant attitude was inspired by the one hundred
Sharp’s rifles, brought by Deitzler in April, which were put
into the hands of a military company named ‘“ Stubbs.”

The Herald of Freedom of June 16, 1855, presents this
picture of the current gossip:

“ A FALSE REPORT.

““ A correspondent of the Frontier News, writing from Franklin, in
this Territory, gives the following startling intelligence : |

‘““ Three boats have passed up. One of them landed five hundred
Sharyp’s rifles at Lawrence, as a present from the Know-Nothing Legis-
lature of Connecticut to the Emigrant Aid Society. Now, what flour-
ishes! IHere guns have been fixed up in an armory, ready for use.
Let another squad of Missourians go to Lawrence for their runaway
negroes, and they will see sights. 1 understand that the Aid Society
men are to be organized with a regiment of one thousand men, to be
armed with these rifles—one gun to two men—one to hold while the
other shoots. The valiant Dr. Robinson is to be commander. The
Doctor has a military reputation—he killed his man in California by
knocking out a sleeping man’s brains with a bar of iron. The Doctor
will do. This regiment is to march to Pawnee when the Legislature
meets and compel that body to give seats to Wood, Wakefield, and other
abolition candidates who were so badly defeated on the 3oth of March.’

““Provided that report is true, when our border neighbors visit Law-.
rence again they will need to come strong-handed. If it required a
thousand men and two cannon, with a heavy reserve who were sent to
other districts beyond this, to reduce Lawrence to subjection on the 3oth
of March last, when we had less than two hundred resident voters in
the city, and only partially armed with shot-guns at that, how many
men, cannon, etc., will it require when we are prepared with five hun-
dred Sharp’s rifles, each capable of throwing ten balls per minute, with
exact precision, a distance of one mile, and, it is said, will carry very
accurately a distance of even three miles? We hope that the report of
our neighbor’s correspondent is true. We would suggest that the next
paper which copies that statement add, as additional information, that
one hundred thousand cartridges, ready for immediate service, accom-
panied the arms. The additional information will be in keeping with
the other statement.

““And as to our commander: If Dr. Robinson killed his man in
California after a ball had passed #2roug/ his body only two inches be-
low his heart, and had the ability to inspire a handful of men with so
much bravery on that occasion, what will he not do when the eyes of
the whole nation are upon him urging him to duty, and he is seconded
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in every action by the thousand brave men who are ready to die in pref-
erence to becoming slaves? Will our neighbor answer? »’

While the partisans of the South were endeavoring to reap
the fruits of the invasion, the effect in the North was very
encouraging to Iree-State settlers. They were firm believers
‘in the law of retribution, and were only concerned that their
own conduct should be such as to meet the requirements of
this law. Action and reaction are equal, and the rebound
from the election was most terrific. It shook to its founda-
tions the most powerful party ever in authority. The leading
organs of that party were as outspoken and denunciatory as
the most radical press. = Some extracts follow :

‘““ RIFLES FOR KANSAS.

‘It is stated that some hundreds of Sharp’s rifles have been sent out
from Massachusetts, at the request of the new immigrants, to assist in
the election. With this, we understand, the aid associations have noth-
ing to doj; it is entirely an individual affair.”—ZExchange.

‘‘ Things are come to a pretty pass when ‘ rifles’ are to assist in
our American elections.” The violent and indefensible conduct of the
Missourians residing on the border, in interfering in the affairs of Kan-
sas in a forcible manner, is the cause of the ‘ material aid’ now being
sent out from Massachusetts in the shape of rifles. Itis high time that
the disgraceful scenes of turbulence and bloodshed, which have thus far
characterized the organization of the Government in Kansas, were put
an end to, for they are scandalizing the country. Upon Senator Atchi-
son and his friends in Missouri rests the chief odium of this late high-
handed proceeding.”—Cincinnati Enquirer.

“SENATOR ATCHISON AND HIS OLD FRIENDS.

‘“ No one could have felt more regret than ourselves at the course
pursued by the armed bands of men who left Missouri, not with a view
to settle in the Territory of Kansas, but to overawe the actual residents
and control the elections there held. We saw clearly that public opin-
ion, even among those who are willing to go all lengths to protect the
South in her just rights, would not extenuate, much less sanction, so
gross a violation of every principle of Republican Government.

‘“ We have heard Southern men denounce the act as one of madness,
which would, in the end, produce its bitter fruits, by alienating the pa-
triotic men of the Middle States from the South, or render them luke-
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warm. Already the effect of Missouri violence begins to manifest itself,
and Senator Atchison is denounced in a manner which will very much
damage his reputation as a public man and a good citizen. Some of the
papers not wedded to abolitionism describe him as a roving bandit,
armed with a bowie-knife, revolver, and rifle, and marching at the head
of an infuriated mob of misguided men.

‘“If this description be a truthful one, he is just the man that the
Government should arrest, if it has the authority, or sustain Governor
Reeder in doing the same thing, if the power is vested in him. Au-
thority to punish such an offense lies somewhere, and in the ahsence of
any statutory provision, the common law is adapted to just such an
emergency.

‘“ The storyis current in Philadelphia that Senator Atchison remarked
to a number of gentlemen in Washington City, ‘ that the duty of estab-
lishing slavery in Kansas had devolved on him.’

“* He had pledged his word that should be done, and by all that was
holy, he would do it at every hazard. His own salvation depended
upon the successful execution of his pledge.” No fair-minded man can
doubt the right of Senator Atchison to Jega/ly execute his purpose. We
hold the Territory to be as much the property of the South as the North,
and equally susceptible of receiving their peculiar institutions ; but their
institutions can no more be established by violence than those of the
most ultra abolitionists.”—Pennsylvanian.

‘“When we characterize this as an infamous outrage, we use the
mildest terms we can think of to convey our meaning. We supported
the Nebraska-Kansas bill on principle, and we still believe the principle
to be correct; but in the name of justice and freedom, we solemnly pro-
test against the conduct of the Missourian ruffians, and call upon the
proper authorities of Kansas to repudiate the election as illegal and
fraudulent. If the actwal residents of Kansas, with all the blighting in-
fluences of slavery before their eyes, decide to plant that institution in
their fair Territory, we shall submit, because the voice of the majority,
* fairly expressed, should and must govern in this country; but God for-
bid that either the North or the South should stand by and see it planted
there by force and fraud without raising their voice, and if needs be their
arms, against the consummation of so gross and lawless an outrage.”—
Harrisburg (Pa.) Union.

‘“GOVERNOR REEDER, OF KANSAS.

““ The Governor of Kansas, what is he? Who is he? Who made
him? Why was he made? Does he stand for anything? Has he a
function? A responsibility? An authority? A jurisdiction? Is he
really a bearer of office? Is there a spark of gubernatorial life in or
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about him? Or is he a man of straw, a thing tricked out in official garb,
but with a broom-stick for a back-bone and chalk for brains? It is high
time far those whose handiwork he is to give an account of him, to tell
us what manner of creature he is. If Governor Reeder is not a sham,
so made and so kept up, he ought to know it. Either he himself is an
imposition, or he is most outrageously imposed upon.

‘“ One thing is certain, Governor Reeder practically counts as noth-
ing in the administration of Kansas. The Territory is at the mercy of
a most abandoned set of vagabonds, the most abandoned that ever pol-
luted the free soil of a country. There is actually neither governor nor
government. Brute force is the only rule. Men have talked of the Ne-
braska iniquity; but that iniquity is spotlessness itself in comparison
with the abuse which has been made of it. The pledge-breaking was
bad enough, but it was done in the name of a principle. It is now the
principle itself that is sct at defiance, and, in every conceivable way, out-
raged. The destroyers of the Compromise invoked the right of popular
self-government as a justification of their bad faith, and therewith alone
they carried their case. The Compromise disposed of, it is now the
turn of the popular right itself, and its trustees, to suffer. The agree-
ment of 1820 was superseded for the doctrine of squatter sovereignty.
The doctrine of squatter sovereignty is superseded by invasion and vio-
lence. It is absolutely certain—as certain as full and uncontradicted
testimony can make it—that the election in Kansas for delegates to Con-
gress, and the recent election for members of the territorial Legislature,
were both controlled by armed intruders from Missouri. The real sct-
tlers of the country were outnumbered by men who took possession
of the polls with a strong hand, and voted without right. The Mis-
sourians themselves who engaged in this business not only admit it, but
they boast of it. The journals of western Missouri not only furnish
accounts of the departures and returns of the different detachments, but
make grand flourishes over the success achieved. The only coloring
they seek to put upon their baseness is a pretension that the crrand of
the invaders was to baffle like invasions from the Eastern States. It is
a transparent mockery, which only adds insult to injury. * * *

‘“ The wrong has been committed. The question now is, shall it
stand? Is this usurped election to hold good? Governor Reeder is a
witness against it; but what is Governor Reeder without the support of
the Federal Government? He has not a man at his command. So far
from being in a situation to extend protection to others, he has been
covered with obloquy, been visited with deadliest threats; he has been
obliged to repair to Washington to make his extremity better known,
and upon his heels comes a proclamation that his power is at an end, and
a demand is made upon the President of the United States that a Gov-
ernor shall be designated in the same way as the Legislature was chosen;
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in other words, that the original villainy shall be carried out with a fit
instrument. The President has but one linc of duty. He is bound to
make the Federal law respected. He is bound to protect the territorial
rights of the settlers of Kansas, and to uphold, in all the breadth of its
application, the principle of squatter sovereignty. Heis bound to invali-
date the late election as a monstrous piece of illegality, and to provide
Governor Reeder with an armed force sufficient to protect the polls. He
is bound to install Governor Reeder, the judges, and the marshals, into
not only nominal, but into real power, and to provide them with every
means for completing the organization of the Territory in accordance
with the law which gave it existence. If soldiers are necessary, soldiers
must be sent. Bayonets would be a thousand times better turned
ageinst these depredators upon civil rights, these bandits of civilization,
than against the wronged and suffering Indians of the wilderness. The
President, who has the power, must either undo the wrong or share
the guilt. He is to act neither as an anti-slavery man nor as a pro-
slavery man, but as the Executive of the United States, sworn to see
that the Federal laws are faithfully carried into effect.

‘“ We have yet scen 1o evidence that the Southern people will sanc-
tion or countenance these trespasses. We cannot believe that they
will ; but whether they will or not, official duty remains the same.

““The settlers of Kansas must be protected in their rights. The
principle of sovereignty which the law consecrates, under the guaranty
and with a full understanding of which the settlers have moved their
homes, must be fully sustained and vindicated.”—2XN. Y. Couricr ana
Engquirer.

‘“ This Congressional District, well known as  the Old Tenth Legion,’
gave General Pierce over five thousand majority, and sent Asa Packer
to Congress by a still larger vote. No one will deny that he was a firm
and consistent friend of the Kansas and Nebraska bill, and his course
was approved by a larger majority than any member on the floor in the
next House of Congress will be able to boast. The Democrats of this
district are sound national men—neither nullifiers nor abolitionists.
They despise the onc as hcartily as the other. They approve of the
doctrine of ¢ popular sovereignty,” but they desire it to be fairly, legally,
and honorably carried out. If it can be proven that men are sent from
New England to Kansas for the mere purpose of voting, they should
be expelled from the country. Such men have no business there. But
we are inclined to doubt if this has ever been done. It is not very
likely that men would travel two thousand miles with the single object to
vote at a territorial election. Besides, we have ourselves seen hundreds
of the men who went to Kansas under the auspices of the ¢ Emigrant
Aid Company’ settled down on their claims, living in their cabins and
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ploughing up the land. The Missourians .do not do this; they go one
day and return home the next. To this we have a right, as Democrats
and American citizens, to object, and we do protest against it most
solemnly. It cannot be defended on any principle of right and justice,
and if the doctrine of ‘ popular sovereignty’ is not enforced in its purity
—if these invasions are not checked—if the state of things now existing
in Kansas is not improved, we pledge our word and honor that it will
be the Jast ‘ popular sovereignty’ bill the Democracy of Pennsylvania
will ever aid in passing. We look with equal contempt on the howlings
of abolitionists and nullifiers, and profess to speak only for National
Democrats, and the sensible and prudent of all parties.”—Zaston (Pa.)
Argus.

Thus it will be seen that both the Free-soil and national
Democratic press of the North afforded great aid and com-
fort to the picket guard of freemen on the frontier. Only
one party in the North gave no word of encouragement, and

- that was the Garrisonian party. But one full-fledged Garri-
sonian, Charles Stearns, could be found in Kansas, and he
quarrelled with the aid companies, their agents, and the
policy adopted by the Free-State party. So bitter were his
denunciations of the resident agent of the Aid Company that
the papers refused to print some of them. He wrote to the
Liberator of February 16, 1855, as follows:

‘Tt is true we denounce the Emigrant Aid Company, because we be-
lieve it to be a hindrance to the cause of freedom, and a mighty curse
to the Territory; but we are the only ones who have taken a decided
ground on the anti-slavery question. I have never heard of the Law-
rence Association ever passing any anti-slavery resolutions.

‘“ Another point of importance is,, that this association, with Robin-
son at its head, advocates brute force in opposing the Missourians,
Said Mr. R. to the marshal, in reference to some Missourians arrested
for threatening the Yankees: ‘ If they fire, do you make them bite the
dust, and I will find coffins.””

The Liberator of April 13, 1855, said: “ Beyond a doubt
the fate of Kansas is sealed.”

In the same paper of June 1, 1853, it said:

““ Will Kansas be a free State? We answer no, not while the existing

Union stands. Its fate is settled. We shall briefly state some of the
reasons which force us to this sad conclusion.
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‘1. The South is united in the determination to make Kansas a slave
State—ultimately, by division, half a dozen slave States, if necessary.
She has never yet been foiled in her purposes thus concentrated and ex-
pressed, and she has too much at stake to allow free speech, a free press,
and free labor to hold the mastery in that Territory.

‘“2. Eastern emigration will avail nothing to keep slavery out of
Kansas. We have never had any faith in it as a breakwater against the
innndation of the dark waters of oppression. Hardly an abolitionist
can be found among all who have emigrated to that country. Un-
doubtedly the mass of emigrants are in favor of making Kansas a free
State, as a matter of sound policy, and would do so if they were not
under the dominion of Missouri ruffianism, or if they could rely upon
sympathy of the general Government in this terrible crisis; but they
have not gone to Kansas to be martyrs in the cause of the enslaved negro,
nor to sacrifice their chances for a homestead upon the altar of princi-
ple, but to find a comfortable home for themselves and their children.
Before they emigrated they gave little or no countenance to the anti-
slavery cause at home. They partook of the general hostility or indif-
ference to the labors of radical abolitionism ; at least they could only
dream of making ‘ freedom nationai and slavery sectional after the man-
ner of the fathers,” and they were poisoned more or less with virus of
colorphobia. If they had no pluck here, what could be rationally ex-
pected of them in the immediate presence of the demoniacal spirit of
slavery? They represent the average sentiment of the North on this
subject—nothing more—and that is still subservient to the will of the
100 T b { v

‘“3. The omnipotent power of the general Government will co-
operate with the vandals of Missouri to crush out what little anti-slavery
sentiment may exist in Kansas, and to sustain their lawless proceedings
in that Territory. This will prove decisive in the struggle.

‘“4. On the subject of slavery, there is no principle in the Kansas
papers ostensibly desirous of making it a free State. Here, for in-
stance, is the Aerald of Freedom, of May 12th, published in Lawrence,
which claims to be, and we believe is, the most outspoken journal in
Kansas in regard to the rights of dona fide settlers. What does its ed-
itor say? Listen: ‘ While publishing a paper in Kansas, we feel that it
is not our province to discuss the subject of freedom or slavery in the
States.” Is not this the most heartless inhumanity, the most arrant,
moral cowardice, the clearest demonstration of unsoundness of mind?

‘“ These are some of the reasons why we believe Kansas will inevita-
bly be a slave State.”

Rev. T. W. Higginson is reported in the Liberator of
June 16, 1854, as follows:
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‘“ Here, for instance, is the Nebraska Emigration Society. 1t is, in-
deed, a noble enterprise, and I am proud that it owes its origin to a
Worcester man; but where is the good of cmigrating to Nebraska, if
Nebraska is to be only a transplanted Massachusetts, and the original
Massachusetts has been tried and found wanting?. Will the stream rise
higher than its source? Settle your Nebraska ten years, and you will
have your New England harvest of corn and grain more luxuriant in
that virgin soil. Ah! DBut will not the other Massachusetts crop come
also, of political demagogues and wire-pullers, and a sectarian religion
which will insure the passage of the greatest hypocrite to heaven, if he
will join the right church before he goes? And give the emigrants
twenty years more of prosperity, and then ask them, if you dare, to
break the law, and disturb order, and risk life, merely to save their
State from the shame that has just blighted Massachusetts.”

Wendell Phillips is reported in the ZLiberator of September
28 and August 10, 1855, as follows:

‘“ Talk about stopping the progress of slavery and of saving Nebraska
and Kansas! Why, the fate of Nebraska and Kansas was sealed the
first hour Stephen Arnold Douglas consented to play his perfidious part.

““Why is Kansas a failure as a free State? I will tell you. You
seént out there some thousand or two thousand men—for what? To
make a living; to cultivate a hundred and sixty acres; to build houses;
to send for their wives and children; to raise wheat; to make money;
to build, saw-mills; to plant towns. You meant to take possession of
the country; as the Yankec race always takes possession of a country—
by industry, by civilization, by roads, by houses, by mills, by churches.
But it will take a long time; 17 takes two centuries to do it.

* * * * * * -

‘‘ The moment you throw the struggle with slavery into the half-bar-
barous West, where things are decided by the revolver and bowie-knife,
slavery triumphs.

‘“ What do I care for a squabble around the ballot-box in Kansas?”

The policy of repudiation of the election and Legislature
gradually gained strength in Kansas, and was formally an-
nounced in resolutions. At a meeting held June 25, 1855,
at Lawrence, these resolutions, among others, were adopted :

‘‘ Resolved, That we are in favor of making Kansas a free Territory,
and as a consequence a free State.

‘‘ Resolved, That we look upon the conduct of a portion of the people
of Missouri in the late Kansas election as a gross outrage upon the elect-
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ive franchise and our rights as free men, and a violation of the princi-
ples of popular sovereignty; and, inasmuch as many of the members of
the present Legislature are men who owe their election to a combined
system of force and fraud, we do not feel bound to obey any law of their
enacting.

‘‘ Resolved, That the legally elected members of the present Legisla-
ture be requested, as good citizens of Kansas, to resign and repudiate
the fraud.

“‘ Resolved, That in reply to the threats of war so frequently made in
our ncighboring State, our answer is we are ready. (On account of
Sharp.’s rifles.)

‘! Resolved, That we urge npon the people of Kansas to throw away
all minor issues, and make the freedom of Kansas the only issue.”

June 27, 1855, James H. Lane makes his first public ap-
pearance. He arrived in Kansas about the 2oth of April,
but had not before appeared in public councils or conven-
tions. Rumors said he came to Kansas in favor of slavery;
tried to purchase a female slave on credit in Missouri, but
could not get trusted; had quarrelled with and separated
from his wife, and jumped a Free-State man’s claim, besides
voting in Congress to open Kansas to slavery. At this date
a National Democratic Convention was held, with James H.
Lane as chairman, and Dr. J. N. O. P. Wood as secretary.
A committee on resolutions was appointed, consisting of E.
Chapman, C. W. Babcock, Dr. James Garvin, J. S. Emery,
and Hugh Cameron. Resolutions were reported and adopted,
some of which follow :

‘“ Resolved, That, in the opinion of this meeting, the best interests of
Kansas require an early organization of the Democratic party upon truly
national grounds ; and that we pledge ourselves to use all honorable ex-
ertions to secure such a result.

‘“ Resolved, That we fully endorse and re-affirm the Democratic plat-
form as laid down at the National Democratic Convention held at Bal-
timore in 1852.”

No repudiation here. Mr. Chapman, one of the com-
mittee on resolutions, had been elected councilman by the
invasion of the 3oth of March, and Hugh Cameron, another
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member, was judge of election and received the invaders’
votes.

The Herald of Freedom, of June 3oth, thus comments upon
this convention:

‘“ We regret to learn that measures were taken by a few persons on
Wednesday evening last to organize a Democratic party of this-Terri-
tory. Such a movement can result in no good to any one, but may do
much damage. There is but cone issue pending in Kansas, and that
issue must be settled before others are precipitated upon us.. The
movement looks to us like an effort to suppress the public will, and we
hope it will not be successful.”

The Free State and Zribune also took a similar position,
as the editors of both papers attended the Free-State meet-
ing of the 25th, and endorsed the repudiation resolutions.

As the Fourth of July approached it was decided to cele-
brate that day in a fitting manner. The question of fitness
was not easily settled. Those who wanted a celebration to
glorify the Government and Union desired Colonel Lane for
orator, but such as wanted a celebration to correspond to the
condition of the people as subjects of Missouri desired Dr.
Robinson. As this was the more numerous class at Law-
rence, he was selected. His speech was bitterly denounced
by National Democrats, but warmly endorsed by the repudi-
ators. The gathering was very large, some walking sixteen
miles to attend it. The Shawnee and Delaware Indians
were present and participated in the proceedings. Being the
first Fourth of July celebration in Kansas, and Kansas being
virtually a conquered province, the like of it will never be seen
again. The two organized military companies, armed with
Sharp’s rifles, besides many volunteers, appeared in uniform
and were presented with a beautiful silk banner by the ladies.
Mrs. Gates made the presentation speech, closing with these
words : “ Let niat threats of tyrants, foreign or domestic, intim-
idate you; but move firmly and fearlessly in the path of truth
and right principle, and if you should fail to accomplish the
object of your mission, you shall at least have the sweet con-
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sciousness of having stood steadfastly in a good cause. Never
surrender that flag into the hands of your enemies, and save
it from dishonor or perish in the attempt.”

S. N. Wood, on’behalf of the companies, responded with
a patriotic speech, closing as follows: ‘“ And should a san-
guinary conflict be forced upon us, I know I speak the «char-
acter of every soldier who has or may rally under these
talismanic stars and stripes, they will demean themselves like
men. This flag and the sacred cause it represents will by
them never be deserted or dishonored. Surrender this flag!
No, never, while one of our men is able to bear it above
the carnage of a battle-field, or falling, grasp its folds with his
hand for a winding sheet ! ”

The condition of the people and spirit of the occasion may
be learned by a few extracts from the address: '

‘“ This day, the 79th Anniversary of the Declaration of American In-
dependence, finds us in a new and strange country, and surrounded by
circumstances interesting and peculiar. While the echoes of the boom-
ing cannon are reverberating among our mative hills, and the merry
peals of the church-going bells are announcing to the world the rejoic-
ings of a great and prosperous people, that their days of weakness,
suffering, and thraldom are past, we are here in a remote wilderness,
to found a new State, and to plant anew the institutions of our patriotic
ancestors. It is a day to us of peculiar significance. While we would
pay a tribute of respect to that period which, in the annals of this nation,
will ever be regarded as most sacred; while, with one accord and one
voice, we worship in the Temple of Liberty, uncontaminated by party
distinctions or sectional animosities, and unite in the endeavor to raise
some fitting memento of a nation’s gratitude for the declarations of that
day, the most glorious in the history of a mighty people, we should also
gather lessons of instruction from the past by which to be guided in the
erection of a new State in the heart of this great Republic. * * *

‘“ The Colonies, both North and South, made common cause against
the indignities and outrages heaped upon a part of the country, and united
in a general convention of representatives from different Colonies, to
devise ways and means for the common safety. The result of their de-
liberations was the Declaration of Independence, to the reading of
which we have this day listened. The truths of that ever-memorable
document were as old as the Christian religion, but their adoption as

the rule of faith and practice by a vigorous and growing nation, marked
10
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an era in the history of the world unprecedented. A belief in the
equality of man and the sacredness of life and liberty therein expressed,
can be cherished only by those who believe ‘ that all the nations who
dwell upon the face of the earth are made of one blood.” The estab-
lishment of these principles cost our ancestors a struggle with the
mother country of seven years’ duration. No sacrifice was counted too
dear to secure to the people of these United States the right to govern
themselves, to choose their own rulers, make their own laws, and wor-
ship God in their own way. Peace at length was proclaimed through-
out the land, and close in her footsteps came prosperity, which has
continued with but little interruption till the present time. * * *

‘“ One lesson the history of our Government should teach us who
have chosen Kansas for our home, and that is especially applicable to
the instruction of this day, viz.: the more closely the principles of the
Declaration of Independence are followed as the basis of Government,
and the more universal they are made in their application, the more
prosperous the Government and people.

‘“As the people of Kansas Territory are to-day the subjects of a
foreign State, as laws are now being imposed upon us by the citizens
of Missouri, for the sole purpose of forcing upon this Territory the
institution of slavery, I surely need make no apology for devoting the
few moments allotted me on this occasion to an examination of the
effects of that institution upon a State and people, whether politically,
morally, or socially. T ask you not to-day to listen to arguments of
abolitionists, or for abolitionism. I wish not now to wage war upon
slavery or slave-holders in any State of this Union, or to interfere in
any respect with our neighbors’ affairs, but it is for ourselves, our
families, our own institutions and our prosperity—it is for Kansas I ask
your attention. Is it politic, is it for our moral, intellectual or pecuniary
advancement to submit to the dictation of a foreign power in regard to
our laws and institutions? This is the question that deeply interests us
all, and for the consideration of which this day is most appropriate.

* * * * * * *

‘“ The foregoing are but a few paragraphs of the volumes that might
be quoted to prove the blessings of liberty and the evils of slavery.
Liberty, the goddess to whom this day is dedicated, showers upon her
votaries peace and prosperity, intelligence and enterprise, morality
and religion. The inspirer and guide of Washington and the patriotic
fathers, may she become the presiding genius of our own beautiful
Kansas! Slavery—the opposite and antagonist of Liberty, the ruin of
nations, the impoverisher of States, the demoralizer of communities, the
curse of the world, and child of hell—may she go to her own place.
On this day and this occasion we may speak freely, assured that no
offense can be given by the strongest expression in favor of freedom,
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or in opposition to slavery, as no one who is in favor of the latter
can join in the celebration of this day. No person who does not
‘hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal;
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights ;
that among these are life, Ziderty, and the pursuit of happiness,’ can con-
sistently participate in the festivities of this day. Nay, should we fail
to speak in utter detestation of slavery, and to hurl defiance at the mon-
ster on this anniversary of freedom’s natal day, especially when the
tyrant has already placed his foot upon our own necks, why, the very
stones would cry out.

‘¢ Fellow-citizens, let us for a moment inquire w/ko, and wkere, and
what are we?

“Who are we? Are we not free-born? Were not our. mothers, as
well as our fathers, of Anglo-Saxon blood? Was not the right to govern
ourselves, to choose our own rulers, to make our own laws, guaranteed
to us by the united voice of the United States?

““Where are we? Are we not in the most beautiful country that
human eye ever beheld? Is it not, for surface, soil, and productions,
worthy to be styled the garden of the world? A wilderness, yet already
budding and blossoming like the rose? A new country, yet having the
appearance in its diversity of meadow and woodland, hill and dale, of a
land long inhabited, and most beautifully and tastefully laid out into
parks and groves? With a mild and salubrious climate, a dry, pure
atmosphere, must it not soon become the resort of the invalid from the
consumptive East and the ends of the earth?

““ Our situation, geographically, is in the centre of this Republic, at
the half-way station between the Atlantic and Pacific, the Gulf of Mexico
and the British possessions. The ‘ Father of Waters’ extends to us
his great right arm, and proffers the commerce of the world and a
market for all our productions; and the line of steam and telegraphic
communication that is soon to encircle the globe will, of course, pass
directly through this Territory, thus bringing to our very doors the
commerce of China and the Indies.

““What are we? Subjects, slaves of Missouri. We come to the cele-
bration of this anniversary, with our chains clanking about our limbs;
we lift to Heaven our manacled arms in supplication; proscribed, out-
lawed, denounced, we cannot so much as speak the name of Liberty
except with prison walls and halters looking us in the face. We must
not only see black slavery, the blight and curse of any people, planted
in our midst, and against our wishes, but we must become slaves our-
selves. Hear our masters :

““*Our Legislature should make the publishing or writing of aboli-
tionism an oflense of a high grade, both indictable and actionable, if
loss is sustained.’—Sguatter Sovercign.
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““* Only one Free-soiler will get a seat in the Legislative Assembly,
and he will be expelled unless he mends his manners very much.’—
Squatter Sovereign.

‘““Itis to be admitted that they (the Missourians) have conquered
Kansas. Our advice is, let them hold it, or die in the attempt.’—//atte
Argus. .

‘“ At a meeting held at Leavenworth, our conquerors resolved as fol-
Tows:

** ‘ Resolved, That no man has a right to go into any community and
disturb its peace and quiet by doing incendiary acts or circulating incen-
diary sentiments. We therefore advise such as are nnwilling to submit
to the institutions of this country, to leave for some climate more con-
genial to their feelings, as abolition sentiments cannot, nor will not, be
tolerated here; and while we do not say what may be the consequences,
for the peace and quiet of the community we urge all entertaining and
expressing such sentiments to leave immediately, claiming the right to
expel all such as persist in such a course.

‘' Resolved, That in the present state of public excitement, there is
no such thing as controlling the ebullition of feeling, while material re-
mains in the country on which to give it vent. To the peculiar friends
of our Northern fanatics, we say, this is not your country. Go home
and vent your treason where you may find sympathy.

“ ‘ Resolved, That the institution of slavery is known and recognized
in this Territory, and that we repel the doctrines that it is a moral or
political evil; and we hurl back with scorn upon its slanderous authors
the charge of inhumanity; and we warn all persons not to come to our
peaceful firesides to slander us and sow seeds of discord between the
master and the servant, for much as we may be driven, we cannot be
responsible for the consequences.

“ ¢ Resolved, That a vigilance committee, consisting of thirty members,
shall now be appointed, who shall observe and report all such persons
as shall openly act in violation of law and order, and by the expression
of abolition sentiments produce disturbance to the quiet of the citizens,
or danger to their domestic relations, and all such persons so offending
shall be notified and made to leave the Territory.’

““ ¢ Abolition editors in slave States will not dare to avow their opin-
ions. It would be instant death to them.’—AMissonri Argus.

‘“ The Charleston Courier (11th August, 1835) declared that ‘the
gallows and the stake’ awaited the abolitionist who should dare to
‘ appear in person among us.’

‘“*The cry of the whole South should be death, instant death to the
abolitionist, whenever he is caught.’—Awgusta (Ga.) Chronicle.

““‘Let us declare through the public journals of our country, that
the question of slavery is not and shall not be open to discussion; that
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the system is too deep-rooted among us, and must remain forever; that
the very moment any private individual attempts to lecture us upon its
evils and morality, and the necessity of putting means in operation to
secure us from them, in the same moment his tongue shall be cut out
and cast upon the dunghill.’—Columébia (S. C.) Telescope.

“* The true-hearted citizens of East Tennessee and property-holders
ought to enter into leagues, and whip, black, and ride on a rail, irre-
spective of age, calling, family, association, every preacher, citizen, or
traveller, who dares to utter one word in opposition to slavery, or who
is found in possession of an abolition document. These are our senti-
ments, and we are willing and ready to help others to carry them out.’
—Parson Brownlow.

‘“ And who, or what is an abolitionist > Why, everybody is an
abolitionist, according to their dictionary, who dares to have an opinion
of his own upon the subject of the rights of man in any respect differing
from theirs. No distinction is made between the man who is opposed
to the establishment of slavery in Kansas and him who is opposed to
its existence in the States; between the man who would return him who
had escaped to his master and him who would direct the fugitive to the
land of liberty. Said one of the chivalry, whose name is suggestive of
hemp factories, ‘ Had I the power, I would hang every abolitionist in
the country, and every man north of Mason and Dixon’s line zs an
abolitionist.” This was said with the emphasis and accompaniments
peculiar to the individual. These gentlemen and Christians ‘ repel .the
doctrine that it (slavery) is a moral or political evil,’ and ‘ hurl back
with scorn the charge of inhumanity,’ and warn all persons of different
views not to come to Kansas, for they shall be ‘ made to leave the Ter-
ritory,” if they do. ‘Aade to leave!’ indeed. Well, a * right smart good
time of it,” may our neighbors have in making all leave Kansas who
will not bow down and worship the calves they set up.

‘“ Made to leave! Gentlemen, look at that beautiful banner, think
from whence it came, and of the motives which prompted its presenta-
tion, and then think about being MADE TO LEAVE your country, for
no crime! One thing appears evident: if we are made to leave, the
ladies will be ashamed to follow, and will let us go alone.

‘“ Persons may teach that the Declaration of Independence is a lie;
that tyranny and oppression a thousand-fold more severe than that
which our ancestors rose in rebellion against are right; that marriage
is a mockery ; that the parent shall not have possession of his own child,
nor the husband his wife; that education is a crime; that traffic in
human beings, the bodies and souls of men, is a virtue. All this may
be taught with impunity in this boasted land of ours, and those who
teach such things must be recognized as gentlemen and Christians; but
to teach that all men are created equal; that they have an inalienable
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right to life and Ziéerty ; that oppression is a crime, and that education,
religion, and good morals are virtues—this is not to be tolerated for a
moment. Tar and feathers, the gallows and stake, await all persons
who dare express a belief in such dangerous doctrines, if we can believe
our masters. AMasters, did I say? Ieaven forbid! Subjects? slaves?
Oh, no! 1Tt is all a mistake. What! the whiskey-drinking, profane,
blasphemous, degraded, foul-mouthed, and contemptible rabble that in-
vaded our Territory at the late elections our masters? Never! never!
I can say to Death, be thou my master; and to the grave, be thou my
prison-house ; but acknowledge such creatures my masters, never! No,
thank God, we are yet free, and hurl defiance at those who would make
us slaves.

‘“* Look on who will in apathy, and stifle they who can,
The sympathies, the hopes, the words, that make man truly man;
Let those whose hearts are dungeoned up with interest or with ease,
Consent to hear with quiet pulse of loathsome deeds like these!
We first drew in New England’s air, and from her hardy breast,
Sucked in the tyrant-hating milk, that will not let us rest;
And if our words seem treason to the dullard and the tame,
Tis but our native dialect,—our fathers spake the same.’

““With truth and justice on our side we have nothing to fear, for—

“““Thrice is he armed who has his quarrel just,
And he but naked, though locked up in steel,
Whose conscience with injustice is corrupted.’

*“ Whose conscience with injustice is corrupted, if not his who with-
holds from the laborer his due ; who makes merchandise of men, women,
and children; who sunders family ties, sending the husband perhaps to
the cane-fields of Mississippi, the wife to a New Orleans brothel, and
the children to the rice swamps of Alabama, never to sce each other
again, and all to spend their lives amid whips and chains? Is it not
‘ confirmation strong as holy writ,” that their conscience is corrupted,
when such men ‘ repel the doctrine’ that such proceedings are wrong,
either morally or politically? when they ‘ hurl back with scorn’ the
charge that conduct like this can be inhuman? Perhaps it is not in-
human, if they are fair samples of humanity, but it is certainly unbeast-
like.

‘“ And who are the cowards in this contest, if not those who shun in-
vestigation, tremble at free discussion, or even the expression of an
opinion; who cry out, * Down with the press, down with the church,
down with every man that disapproves of oppression?”’ And what acts
are cowardly, if it is brave and manly for scores of meén, maddencd with
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whiskey, to prowl about in the dark and destroy the defenseless, to
seize peaceable and unarmed citizens, to tar and feather them, to throw
printing presses into the river, and threaten to shoot governors and
hang editors, and especially to march upon a weak and defenseless
people by thousands, armed with deadly weapons of all kinds (the
most deadly of which is whiskey), and trample under their feet the
dearest rights of freemen, imposing upon a neighboring Territory
a foreign government and laws not of their choice, at the point of
the bayonet? If such acts are brave and heroic, what are cowardly and
villainous?

‘“What reason is given for the cowardly invasion of our rights by
our neighbors? No good reason is or can be given. They and their
apologists say that if Kansas is allowed to be free, the institution of
slavery in their own State will be in danger; that the contrast between
a free and a slave State will be so great their own citizens will become
abolitionists, or the under-ground railroad will relieve them of their
slaves. But from the first cause there is no danger of alarm, if their
doctrine is correct, that slavery is a blessing, and not a moral or political
evil. If it is the humane institution they represent, who will want to
see it abolished? As to the second cause, there is no ground to fear,
provided the people of Missouri mind their own affairs and let ours
alone, for it is not true that the settlers in Kansas have enticed away
a single negro, or attempted to do so. On this point we speak by
authority, for do not the Westport and other Missouri papers say that
the general agency of this line of travel is under our charge, and did
those papers ever tell an untruth? We say, then, officzally, that up to
the present time, not the first rail has been laid of this road in Kansas;
but the workmen are in readiness, and will commence operations with a
will, if our affairs are again interfered with by foreign intruders. If
the people of Missouri make it necessary, by their unlawful course, for
us to establish freedom in that State in order.to enjoy the liberty of
governing ourselves in Kansas, then let that be the issue. If Kansas
and the whole North must be enslaved, or Missouri become free, then
let her be made free. Aye, and if to be free ourselves, slavery must be
abolished in the whole country, then let us accept that issue. If black
slavery in a part of the States is incompatible with white freedom in any
State, then let black slavery be banished from all. As men espousing
the principles of the Declaration of the fathers, we can do nothing less
than accept these issues. Not that we are unfriendly to the South—far
from it. If there be any true friend of the South in this assembly, to
him we say that our love of the South is no less than his. If, then,
such friend demand why we are ready to accept this issue, this is our
answer: Not that we love the South less, but we love our country
more. ‘ Had you rather Cesar were living, and die all slaves, than
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that Caesar were dead, to live all freemen?’ ¢ Who is here so base that
would be a bondman? If any speak, for him have I offended.’

‘“ Fellow-citizens, in conclusion, it is for us to choose for ourselves,
and for those who shall come after us, what institution shall bless or
curse our beautiful Kansas. Shall we have freedom for all her people,
and consequent prosperity, or slavery for a part, with the blight and
mildew inseparable from it?

‘“ Choose ye this day which you will serve, slavery or freedom, and
then be true to your choice. If slavery is best for Kansas, then choose
it; but if liberty, then choose that.

‘“ Let every man stand in his own place, and acquit himself like a
man who knows his rights, and knowing, dares maintain them. Let
us repudiate all laws enacted by foreign legislative bodies, or dictated
by Judge Lynch over the way. Tyrants are tyrants, and tyranny is
tyranny, whether under the garb of law or in opposition to it. So
thought and so acted our ancestors, and so let #s think and act. We
are not alone in this contest. The entire nation is agitated upon the
question of our rights. The spirit of ’76 is breathing upon some; the
handwriting upon the wall is being discerned by others, while the re-
mainder the gods are evidently preparing for destruction.

‘“ Every pulsation in Kansas vibrates to the remotest artery of the
body politic, and I seem to hear the millions of freemen and the millions
of bondmen in our own land, the patriots and philanthropists of all coun-
tries, the spirits of the Revolutionary heroes, and the voice of God, all
saying to the people of Kansas, ‘ Do your duty.’”



CHAPTER VII.

THE TERRITORIAL LEGISLATURE.—THE TOPEKA CONSTI-
TUTION.

ON the second day of July the so-called Territorial Legis-
lature met at Pawnee, where it was called by proclamation
of the Governor. Governor Reeder recognized this body
as the Legislature of Kansas, and delivered an elaborate
message in due form. The first action taken was to purge
the body of the men chosen at the second election in place
of such as had been refused certificates by the Governor,
and to seat the latter in their stead. These men thus uncere-
moniously expelled had been importuned by the Free-State
men, privately, and publicly by resolution, to repudiate the
Legislature in advance, on the ground of invasion and fraud,
but they decided otherwise. It is true they made a long and
elaborate protest, but it had but little influence, as they had
yielded the strongest objection, namely, the illegality of the
body itself. M. F. Conway, on the other hand, who had been
declared elected to the council by throwing out one precinct,
stood up manfully and repudiated the whole performance. He
had visited Robinson’s house with Kersey Coates and Deitz-
ler, and the whole matter was fully discussed. While Conway
was at first inclined to follow Reeder in recognition of the
legality of the Legislature, he yielded to the arguments of
Coates, Deitzler, and Robinson, and, instead of presenting his
credentials, sent his resignation to the Governor. As this res-
ignation embodies the Free-State case, extracts are here given :

““It is a fact which has travelled the circuit of the whole civilized
world, that this Legislature has been imposed upon the people of



154 THE KANSAS CONFLICT.

Kansas by force of arms. Thase who compose it, and those whom
they represent, and for whom they act, are alien enemies, who have
violently seized the legislative power of this Territory, and seek to dis-
guise their tyranny under the form of constitutional enactments.
Their Legislature is substantially a provincial council, instituted and
ordained by a daring and unscrupulous league in the State of Missouri,
and other parts of the South, to govern a people whose liberties they
have ruthlessly stricken down. This fact has been placed beyond
controversy by authentic dctails of concerted operations, looking to
this end, and of overwhelming violence, at the recent elections, unpar-
alleled in all our political history. Under these circumstances, it would
be either fraudulent or pusiilanimous in me to respect this as the
Legislature of Kansas. I am not willing to do it. Whatever the
timorous or the time-serving may suggest or advise, I shall do nothing
of the kind. Instead of recognizing this as the Legislature of Kansas,
and participating in its proceedings as such, I utterly repudiate and
reprobate it, as derogatory to the respectability of popular government,
and insulting to the virtue and intelligence of the age.

‘“ As an individual citizen of Kansas, I am furthermore free to say
to your Excellency, representing, as you do, the imperial authority of
the Federal Government in this land, that, while I am entirely disposed
to pay all respect to the lawfully constituted authorities, I am yet not
willing, whatever power may command it, to bend my neck, like a sat-
isfied and gentle slave, to the yoke of foreign tyrants. To do so,
would prove me recreant to all the lessons of heroism or of duty I ever
learned. I am so unfortunate as to have been trained to some crude
notion of human rights—some such notions as those for which, in ages
past, our foolish ancestry perilled their lives on Revolutionary fields.
And, however widespread may be the disrepute into which the puerile
fallacies have fallen in these sterling and enlightened times, I am still
bold to withstand their violation, in my own person, to the last ex-
tremity of just resistance. Simply as a citizen and a man, I shall,
therefore, yield no submission to this alien Legislature. On the con-
trary, I am ready to set its assumed anthority at defiance, and shall be
prompt to spurn and trample under my feet its insolent enactments
whenever they conflict with my rights or inclination.

‘‘ Very respectfully yours,
‘M. F. CoNway,

“Gov. A. 7. Reeder, Pawnee, K. T., June 30, 1855.”

After seating the members elected by the invasion, the
Legislature adjourned from Pawnee, where the Governor
had located the temporary capitol, to the Shawnee Mission,
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near the border of Missouri. Governor Reeder vetoed this
action, but his veto was overridden with ease and Pawnee
was evacuated. Now the Governor joined the repudiators,
but, unfortunately, the ground of his repudiation was much
less firm than that occupied by the Free-State party, and he
never received the credit for heroic action that would have
been accorded had he placed his repudiation on the invasion
of the polls on the 3oth of March. However, his course,
even at this late day, gave great strength and encourage-
ment to the Free-State cause. From that time till the end
of the conflict he was a power second to none in the contest.
He was a lawyer of ability, a man of unimpeachable integ-
rity, and universally recognized as a statesman and patriot.
No man stood higher in Kansas or out, and the Free-State
men were proud of counting him on their side.

S. D. Houston, the only Free-State member whose elec-
tion was conceded by the Slave-State party, resigned his
seat, giving his reasons at length in a paper that was pub-
lished and regarded as most able and conclusive, as to the
illegality of this pretended Legislature. As the Governor
refused to recognize the Legislature, an issue direct was
made that could not be ignored at Washington. The Presi-
dent must side either with the Governor or with the Legis-
lature ; and if with the latter, the former would lose his official
head. Already steps had been taken to getrid of him. The
whole pro-slavery horde had demanded his removal, and
some charges or complaints had been made of land specula-
tion and the like. The excitement over the territorial elec-
tion had been so widespread that the Administration did not
dare meet the question fairly and give the true reason for
Reeder’s removal. In the meantime two of the judges, with
unseemly haste, endorsed the validity of this Legislature and
the laws it might enact, foreshadowing the course of the Ad-
ministration at Washington. The Legislature, although ig-
nored by the Governor, whose prerogative it was to sign
their enactments, proceeded to business, and in sixty days
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turned out a mass of statutes equal in volume, and almost
identical in substance, with the statutes of the State of Mis-
souri, providing that wherever the word ‘ State ” appeared in
any law the word “ Territory ” should be substituted or un-
derstood. At length, after various rumors, official informa-
tion was received by the Legislature, August 16, 1855, that
Governor Reeder was removed.

This removal, under the circumstances, reacted against the
Slave-State party with scarcely less effect than did the inva-
sion of the 3oth of March. Governor Reeder’s answer to
the charge of illegal speculation in land, a most tart and
pungent reply to Commissioner Mannypenny, was published,
and the most conservative Democratic papers denounced the
removal and severely censured the Administration. Thus far
every step taken by the Slave-State party had helped the Free-
State cause in accordance with the unwritten and universal law
of retribution. The Slave-State men having the Government
in their possession, were arrogant, defiant, over-bearing, and
despised their antagonists. The Free-State men were osten-
sibly beaten, overwhelmed, and crushed, yet really self-reliant,
hopeful, and exultant over the blunders of their opponents.

When the character of the enactments of this Legislature
became known, anothér revulsion occurred most beneficial
to the Free-State cause. Not only was the worse than Dra-
conian code enacted against Free-State men, but they were
virtually disfranchised. Instead of leaving the choice of
county officers to the voters, the Legislature itself appointed
them for a term of years, and gave them full control of all
future elections, besides requiring a test oath of a challenged
voter. Many of the enactments were simply infamous, as
some selected specimens will show :

‘“ SECT10N 1. If any person shall entice, decoy, or carry away out of
this Territory, any slave belonging 'to another, with intent to deprive
the owner thereof of the services of such slave, or with intent to effect
or procure the freedom of such slave, he shall be adjudged guilty of

grand larceny, and on conviction thereof, shall suffer death.
*“ SEC. 2. If any person shall aid or assist in enticing, decoying or
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persuading, or carrying away or sending out of this Territory, any
slave belonging to another, with intent to procure or effect the freedom
of such slave, or with intent to deprive the owner thereof of the services
of such slave, he shall be adjudged guilty of grand larceny, and on
conviction thereof, suffer death.

‘“ SEc. 3. If any person shall entice, decoy, or carry away out of any
State or other Territory of the United States, any slave belonging to
another, with intent to procure or effect the freedom of such slave, or
deprive the owner thereof of the services of such slave, and shall bring
such slave into this Territory, he shall be adjudged guilty of grand lar-
ceny, in the same manner as if such slave had been enticed, decoyed, or
carried away out of this Territory, and in such case the larceny may be
charged to have been committed in any county of this Territory, into or
through which such slave shall have been brought by such person, and
on conviction thereof, the person offending shall suffer death.

‘““SEC. 11. If any person print, write, publish or circulate, or cause
to be brought into, printed, written, published or circulated, or shall
knowingly aid or assist in bringing into, printing, publishing or circu-
lating within this Territory, any book, magazine, handbill or circular,
containing any statements, arguments, opinions, sentiments, doctrine,
advice or innuendo, calculated to promote a disorderly, dangerous, or
rebellious disaffection among the slaves in this Territory, or to induce
such slaves to escape from the service of their masters, or to resist their
authority, he shall be guilty of a felony, and be punished by imprison-
ment and hard labor for a term not less than five years.

‘“SEc. 12. If any free person, by speaking or by writing, assert or
maintain that persons have not the right to hold slaves in this Territory,
or shall introduce into this Territory, print, publish, write, circulate,
or cause to be introduced into this Territory, written, printed, published
or circulated in this Territory, any book, paper, magazine, pamphlet or
circular, containing any denial of the right of persons to hold slaves in
this Territory, such person shall be deemed guilty of felony, and pun-
ished by imprisonment at hard labor for a term of not less than two
years.”

The organic act professed to leave the slavery question
open for discussion and decision by the people, but this
Legislature had closed the case and rendered the verdict,
and proposed to send to the penitentiary every man who
dared to ask for a hearing. This legislation, as soon as
generally known, revived the interest in Kansas affairs in the
North and East, where it had begun to flag. On account
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of the cholera, the political disturbances, the pretended elec-
tion of a Slave-State Legislature, and for other reasons, the
emigration had subsided during the summer, not only from
the North, but from the South. While the question was un-
decided, men from the South did not care to remove where
their slaves might be unsafe, and it required great courage
on the part of men from the North to remove to a Territory
where slavery so far had been triumphant. The St. Louis
Intelligencer, as given in the Free State of October 10, 1855,
says:

‘“ Our news from western Missouri is of an ominous and most dis-
couraging character. That region is suffering from mildew and blight.
Its glory dimmed, its spirits abated, and its hope fading,

‘“ The emigration to Kansas is almost entirely checked. Emigrants
from the Northern and free States have ceased to go to Kansas, because
they can find as good land elsewhere not cursed by mob law, nor ruled
by non-resident bullies. Emigrants from the Southern States do not
go to Kansas, because they will not put their slave property in peril,
by taking it into a Territory where there is a free-soil element, threaten-
ing the security of slaves.

‘“ Any man of sense might have foreseen this result. Alabama and
Georgia may hold public meetings, and resolve to sustain the slave-
holders in Missouri in making Kansas a slave State. But their resolu-
tions comprise all their aid, which is not ‘ material > enough for the
crisis. When slave-holders of Alabama and Georgia emigrate, they
go to Louisiana, Arkansas, and Texas. They do not come with their
slaves to Missouri or Kansas., Call they that, backing their friends?

‘“Thus the matter stands: The Northern emigrants shun Missouri
and Kansas as plague spots of the nation. The Southern emigrants
shun Missouri and Kansas, because here is the battle-ground between
salvery and free-soil.

““ The result is, Kansas, the fairest land under the sun, is neglected
and idle; occupied by a few honest and earnest but disheartened
pioneers, and lorded over by a dozen or two feudal tyrants of Missouri,
who curse by their presence the land they have desolated.

* * * * = * *

““ The most aggravating stories of insults and outrages committed by
Missourians on the persons of emigrants from the Old World, or from
the free States, who are found ascending the Missouri River, are cir-
culated in the free States ; and it is impossible to conceive of the hatred
thus generated toward our whole State in the northern half of the Union.
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‘‘ Between these fires Missouri is leading on her languid existence.
St. Louis is retarded in a most woeful way. Our railroads creep at
a snail’s pace. We build ten miles while other Western States build
one hundred. In every department of life we feel the paralysis. In-
stead of bounding forward, buoyant, strong, and rejoicing, we sit with
dull eyes and heavy spirits, and listen to the tick of the death watch.

‘“ These are the bitter fruits of the repeal of the Missouri Com-
promise—a base and wrongful deed—that will bring a hell of bitter
self-reproaches to its authors. Missouri did not demand that repeal.
The South never asked it. Atchison solicited it, and in a moment of
political insanity the South consented to the wrong and made the wrong
her own. This was the suicide of slavery.

x * * * * * *

““ Atchison and Stringfellow, with their Missouri followers, over-
whelmed the settlers in Kansas, browbeat and bullied them, and took
the Government from their hands. Missouri voters elect the present
body of men who insult public intelligence and popular rights by styling
themselves ¢ the Legislature of Kansas.” This body of men are helping
themselves to fat speculations by locating *the seat of Government,’
and getting town lots for their votes. They are passing laws disfran-
chising all citizens of Kansas who do not believe negro slavery to be
a Christian institution and a national blessing. They are proposing to
punish with imprisonment the utterance of views inconsistent with
their own, and they are trying to perpetuate their preposterous and
infernal tyranny by appointing for a term of years creatures of their
own, as commissioners in every county, to lay and collect taxes, and
see that the laws they are passing are faithfully executed. Has this
age anything to compare with these acts in audacity?

* * * * * * *

‘“ It has been a common opinion with thoughtless persons and thick-
headed bullies of the West, that the Northern and Eastern men will
not fight. Never was a greater mistake. The sons of New England
and of the Middle States do not like to fight. They would rather
work, plough, build towns, railroads, make money and raise families,
than fight. But fight they will, if need be. Remember, the sons of
New England shed the first blood in the American Revolution; and
they were last to furl their flags in that terrible struggle. They have
never disgraced their community by cowardice, and they will not.
They are Americans, with spirit, courage, endurance, and deep love
of liberty to animate them. The Free-State men in Kansas will fight
before they will be disfranchised and trampled on. Mark the word.

‘“ Here comes, then, the suicide of slavery. The outrages com-
mitted by Atchison and his followers in subjugating Kansas to non-
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resident rule, will bring on a collision, first in Congress and then in
Kansas; and who shall tell the end?

* Slavery will never sustain itself in a border State by the sword. It
may conquer in some respects, but it can never ‘conquer a peace.’
Never! never! Once light the fires of internecine war in defense of
slavery, and it will perish while you defend it. Slave-holders will not
stay to meet the fight. Property is timid, and the slaves will be sent
to Texas to be in a ‘ safe place’ while the fight lasts; and as soon as the
slaves are gone it will be found that Missouri has nothing to fight
ahout, and the fight will end  before it begins!’

*“ Thus the slavery propagandists who repealed the Missouri Com-
promise to make Kansas a slave State will make Missouri free; and
in endeavoring to expel abolition from Kansas, they will fill both
Kansas and Missouri with an entire free white population, worth more
to the two States than all the negroes in America.

‘“Is not the Kansas outrage the suicide of slavery? Have not the
people of Missouri, interested in the preservation of slavery in the
State, brought themselves into a desperate predicament by following
the insane counsels of Atchison and Stringfello